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1800 676 307
ATTENTION:

LANDOWNER / MANAGER
We trrc a family owned Contract Weed ancl Timber Control Business.

As we are now branching into your area wc have enclosecl a flyel fbr yout'consideration of thc scrvices we provide.

COUI,{TRYWIDE
Specialises in spraying Noxious Woody Weeds: Briar, Setated Tussock, Blackberry, St John's Wort, I'ontana,

Boxthorn, Groundsel, Mother oJ'Million, Wattle/Eucalypt Regrowth, Sifton Bush, Paterson's Curse, Prickly Acacia etc.

. 3 four mar-r Quikspray r.rnits - 4 lon-{ rccls on each unit
. 2 foul man tealns ecluipped with 4WD utes - Boornspray Lon-e reels of hose - 4 -quns on each unit.

. 2 mln trailcr cquipped with Bertolini pumps for maximurn pct'fbrmance.
. Motoriscd Knapsack Spraying.

. Polalis 6x4 Bi-e Boss Spray unit.
. Polaris 4x4 Spray Lrnit.

" Hilly, steep country - no problcm.

COUNTRYWIDE
ALSO OFFER " Tirnber Control Treatnrent to irnprovc ptstr-tres.

. -Ibrdon and Velpar Tirnber Control Treatment.

. Pine CLrtting.

. Fully equippecl camp.

. Trirvel anywhere.

. No job too big or small

. Rcgistered/Public Liabil ity

Looking fbrward to be of servicc to you.
For further infbmation pletrsc do not hesitate to to ctrll our

1'O[.r. FREtr NUMITF]|i 1800 676 307

C0UN'I'IIYWIDII . !VOI{KIN(i I'0R RI.]ItAI, AT]S1'I{AI.IA

\rffww*bC,nt.go;au
Hlor'fi't be confused!

ln b'usiness? $tantins a business? Need licence information?

l

Norfhern Territory Government 
i 
*.\

r x ll

At one convenient location you can get inforrnation on
owning and operating a business in the Northern Territory.

Contact your regional centre.

Alice Springs: 895'1 8524
Peter Sitzler Building

67 North Stuart Highway

Tennant Creek: 8962 4411
Shop 2, Barkly House

Cnr Davidson and Paterson Street

Katherine: 8973 8180
1 Randazzo Building
18 Katherine Terrace

Darwin: 1800 193 111

Development House
76 The Espianade
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ADVERTISER ALERT:
Walsh Media is appointed by St John Affi
0utback Ambulance.'i!4re are individuals

ln particular, any invoice 0.(,,gg.iltiimunication should carry an addrep;;ry:@)$aPGW.&b6-the
name 0f the organisationdif whose behalf the publicatioDjs,gi.iti,lg.iliitdlle's the

publications who are seftgng bogus advertising in\

Ambulance. We recommen(flifi:u request a letter of

to

Ambulance. We recommend:iillu request a letter of appointmentTion

represent. Should you be appi@.,rpd t0 place advertising, or should
payment of advertising, ensure.rglfverify the company's b0na fides.

easily contactable andta6te to provide proof ol



Australian
Retirement
Fund

One of Australia's largest
superannuation funds

rz All profits returned to members

r Over $4 billion in assets

r Low fees

z Strong long-term investment per-formance -
average crediting rate of B.1Vo p.a. for
members of the Balanced lnvestment Plan
for the five financial years to 30 June 2002

To find out more call

Katarina Toohey
Manager - Superannuation Services

Phone: (08) 8941 8866

www.arf.com.au

Australian Retlrement Fund Pty Ltd ACN 006 466 619
Lioensed Dealer in SecLrriti-os.

L3TX"5 SKCUKXYV ,&NM
PMMTKCTX&N PACKA&K

TO MINIMISE
HEALTH RISKS
men , n0 more than
four standard drinks a day
0n average and n0 m0r8
than six
standard
d rin ks on
any }ne
day
Everyone should

have one or two

alcohol-free days

a week. I -lts#
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REPORT

I haue just returned from a bri,ef holiday at Moama/Echuca

on the Riuer l[urray playing lau,n bou'ls and let me tell ltou

- it aas cold! AIoa ae haue our orun cold seasln to contenrJ

rLith - that t'i,me of the lear ahen the mercurlt sometimes

plummets doun to 15 - but szmelne has to do rt,

wide range of Ambulance Service users
and the results - which have lust
starled to flow back in - are by and
large an absolute pleasure to read. I

would like to take this opportunity to
thank not only the patients that took
the time to complete the suruey, but
also to all staff for a job well done.

Talking of a job well done - our
thoughts at present are with Andrew
Wheeler who is making a speedy and
hopefully total recovery in Western
Australia. I was amazed at the support
from his workmates, colleagues, the
Union, friends, business houses and
the community generally. From staff
who completed the "Backyard Blitz",
to those who donated money, Sick
Leave and even Recreation Leave to
support Andrew I am sure I echo
Andrew's graiitude.

When you think about the supporl
he has received from his mates hard
enough, it fair dinkum puts a lump in

your throat and I have to say I am so
very proud of the family here in the
Territory we call Sl John.

Finally - to the football and while we
staded out like a steam train, we
seemed to run out of coal for a while.
l'm confident Mick Malthouse can re

stoke the boilers and we'll come home
with a barn-storming run to the flag.

David Baker
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Chief Executive Officer's

Apart from simply loving this time of
year in the Top End, it is also a very
busy time for staff and members. But I

am confident staff and volunteers alike
will once again respond to whatever
situation confronts you and for that - |

thank you.

The 2OO3 lnvestiture and Graduation
ceremony will shortly be upon us and
my sincere thanks go not only to His
Honour the Administrator of the
Norlhern Territory, Mr John Anictomatis
AO and Mrs Jeanette Anictomatis, for
the use of their magnificent house, but
also to Brendan Quirke, Ross Coburn,
the army of willing Otfice staff and,
mosI i'nporlantly. the organizer -

Debbie Downs.

The second half of most years bring
with it the AGM, the Annual Priory
Conference and another round of
Convention of Ambulance Authorities
and Convention sub-committee
meetings. I raise these because the
Territory is already in the planning stage
ror arranging to host some major
events in 2003 and 2004.

The Convention's Business Group
will meet in Darwin in August this year,

then in 2OO4 the Northern Territory will

host the Annual Priory Conference and
the Australian National First Aid
Championships (together with a
plethora of social and sub-committee
meetings) in June, in Alice Springs,
then late in 2004 I anticipate the NT will
host a combined ACAP/Convention of
Ambulance Authorities' function, with
Convention's Annual meeting and a
major ACAP Conference. There will be
few idle hands over the coming months
I assure you.

I hope all staff and other interested
readers enjoy the extra photographs in

this edition and of special interest are
pictures from the fantastic Public Duty
event at the Bathurst lsland Grand
Final, undedaken predominantly by our
Kormilda Division - Well Done!

We were also very thrilled and proud
to recently receive a Chancellor's
Commendation (which takes pride of
place at the Casuarina Reception area),

in recognition of the contribution by
staff and volunteers in the Bali bombing
aftermath.

Some 1300 Patient Satisfaction
Surveys were recently distributed to a

OUTBACKAmbttlance JULY - 2OO3



Chief Minister's Study Award for Women

"This award firmly links to my Government's
focus on eclucation and training.

It recognises the importaflce of higher
education and learning in enhancing

employment and general life
autcoffies for women."

Chief Minister and Minister for Women's Policy
Clare Martin

The Hon Clare Martin MLA is delighted to announce
and congratulate the recipients of the

2003 Chief Minister's Study Award for Wornen.

Vocational Study Program: Yvonne {ldegaard, Darwin

Tertiary Study Program: Frances Turner, Alice Springs

Applications for the 2004 Chief Minister's Study
Award for Women will be called in August 2003.

For information please contact:
Office of Wonren's Policy

GPO Box4396 DARWIN NT 0801
Ph: (08) 8999 3730 Fax: (08) 8999 3733

Email: owp@nt.gov.au

& $ r*:'t i.# y#.:?;. lxrxi

HANSON TRAINING SERVICES
A Re gistered Training O rganis ntion

Hanson Training Services specialises rn
remote training delivery and assessment particularly

in the following courses:
. Computing
. Governance

. Apprenticeships in Business
. Driver Training

(ca4 tntck, 4WD, forkliJi, tractor, grader and so on)
. Job preparation training

Please call us Monday to Friday 8.30am till 5.30pm
on 8953 3966 for further information on any of our

personalised accredited training.
Room hire for meetings and so on is also available.
You are more than welcome to come in and visit us

at 79 Bath Street, Alice Springs or, you can also look
us up on the web: www.hansontrainingservices.com.au

NUNGALINYA €LLE6E
Austv'aLo.vr Abov-{irncr[ cl"nd 1ov'v-es Stv-oit tslo.yrden Coo,rblyred Chunches

trl atro ncr"L trd uca.fion rri eb^ro v-k

A not-for-profit organisation providing accredited
areas of :

Theology

Community Organising

adult education
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Cross-cu ltu ral Awareness

PO Box 4A371, Casuarina NT 081 1

Phnne: 61 (08) 8927 1044 Freecall: 1P']A 645 147
Facsimile: 51 (08) 8927 2332

OUTBACKArr,bU/nnce JULY - 2OO3

Email : info@nungali nya.ed u



Corporute Seruices Manage{,|=t". 
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My hou quickly the year is passi,ng, the Audi,tors are
knocki,ng on the door, annual insurance reuiea is complete

anrl another budget has been organlzerl and
i,mplemented,

St John NT, like all other Ambulance

Services in the Country, are experiercirg
significant growth in usage (6%) and the

demands for extensions to the services
we aready provide are occurring. To

meet the increased demand it appears a

distinct possibi ity that the ful 24 lour
sen",ice at Parap will occur earlier than
planned and should be in place before

Christmas. This will make a huge

difference to Ambulance availability for
the Nodhern region and in particular

Darwin city with a flow on into

Palmerston.

The current ncrease ln the level of

in the "contracts" area to the extent that

a more pro-active, co-ordinated approach
will apply, Hrstory reveals that St John NT

have been able to provide a quaity,

saught after level of Paramedical Services

to the mining and exploration industries
here in the NT, interstate and

internationally. In 1994 St John NT

started at the Granites Gold Mine in

Central Australia which has grown to 2
staff currently working at both their sites
(Granites and Ground Rush). What has

been proven is that the mining industry

struggles to maintain appropriately
qualified staff in remote areas for this

work (similar prob ems occur with remote

major works activity rn the Nofihern

Tenltory (Railway, Wickham Point and

others) has seen us review our operations

communrty Health staffing) and the small

additional cost they may pay for St

John's seruices more than covers the

continual costs of employment, relocation

and ever ncreasing costs of staff.

St John NT have also maintained a

very professional, long standing

arrangement with PGS Exploration an

international Oil and Gas exploration
Company, Norwegian owned and

operating out of Singapore. Again we

have been doing this work since 1994

and currently service 2 vessels one otf
India and the other off Malaysia. The

vessel pictured is typical of the current
ones being serviced and have between
40 and 55 staff on-board at any on-o

time. Because of the lsolation the patient

care is more long term and ciinical in

nature and provides all our statf with

challenges not that frequently

experienced whilst working on the road in

the NT as an Ambulance Officer.

St John NT currently have a contract

with MIM at McArlhur River and provide

relief work for ADRAIL up and down the

track at various sites. lt is planned to
increase our activity in this area. lf you

know of someone requinng the expert
services we provide please get th-om to
contact me.

I hope we all continue to enjoy turning

up for work and before we know it Xmas

rs upon us,

Ross Coburn
[/]ANAGEF, CORPORATE SERVICES

OUlBACKAnbulunce JULY - 2OO3



Managef, Education &
Ttaining Sgrvicpt F,4!r F.

Conyatulations to Sue Eastcott, the successful applicant Jbr
the position of Ambulance Educa,ti,on )fficer Sue filk the
position uacated by Linckay King Lindsalt has, after 27 yerlrs
a'i,th St John 'i,n the AI\ relocated to Latrobe Vallelt in Victoria to
take up a Commun'l,cations )fficer posi,tion taith Rural
Ambulance, Victoria. During his time in the AI\ Li,ndsalt
progressed through Ambulance )fficer qualifi,cations to
Paramedic leuels. He spent slme time in Communications as

tuell as operational positions ahich included ')n-Roacl-

Superuisor' and 'Cl'l,nical Instructor' before moti,ng across to
Ambulance Training, I am sure Li,ndsay u,ould ayee that the

last tno lears of hi,s tenure aere the most challenging ltetfacecl
b1t the Ambulance )lficers Training College.

TRoPER

It was during this time the new
Ambulance Paramedic qualifications
contained within the Health Training
Package were validated and released,
The new qualifications required a

significant reappraisal of the structure,
delivery and assessment of Ambulance
Paramedic Training and this was all

occurring as education and training
programs continued to be delivered to
new and returning Student Paramedics. I

found Lindsay to be valuable 'reality
check' when planning the new approach
to training, He constantly looked at the
implications behind proposed approaches
and then worked though them wjth the
aim of ensuring the necessary outcomes
were achieved. I would like to thank
Lindsay for his contribution to the AOTC
specifically and to St John in the NT
generally and I wish him and his family all

the very best in Victoria,

PARAMEDIC TRAINING
One of the truly positive benefits
emanat,ng from the new Training
Framework has been the development of
much closer ties between the AOTC and
Ambulance Operations. This has been
necessitated by the need to enhance

QUTBACKAmbU/dnce JLILY - 2OO3

approaches to'on-the-job' assessments
in the areas of clinical skills and
suppoding, underpinning knowledge.
Clinical Log Books now identify not only
individual skill standards but also the
bringing together of a range of skills by
way of Performance Appraisals. The
purpose of the Performance Appraisal is

to ensure Trainee/Student Paramedics
are able to apply a range of skills and
knowledge in a 'whole of case'
environment. The PerJormance Appraisals
will be facilitated by Operations Managers
or their nominated delegates.

There have been a range of innovative
assessment approaches developed to
cover a number of units which, until now
have tended to be subsumed into other
units of study. These approaches include
journals, assignments, porlfolios and
case studies, Some work is now able to
completed at sometime through the
course of a Student Paramedic's study,
other units require completion before
progression to the next 'residential'

school (e.9., the 'rescue' cluster or the
'clinical 2' cluster), The Log Books and
other assessment tools provide vital
evidence of unit completion. I would

encourage all Trainee/Student
Paramedrcs to take the completion of the
Clinical Log Books very seriously..

ln an efforl to minimize the sizeabie
amount of handouts issued during
training courses, AOTC have identified
and extensively adveftlsed a number of
'prescribed texts' for various units, The
prescribed texts contain vital tnformation
which will be necessary to prepar-o for
knowledge based assessments
throughout the units of the Dipioma and
Advanced Diploma programs. Any
Tralnee/Student Paramedic who is not
familiar with the prescribed texts are
welcome to contact Sue at the AOTC for
further advice and quidance.

While this afticle for Outback is being
written prior to the 2003 Graduation
ceremony, I offer my congratulations to all

those Paramedics receiving recognition
for their successfully completed studies, I

encourage each of you to continue to
strive to improve your skills and
knowledge and to share what you have
learned with the Trainee and Student
Paramedics coming through the training
prograrns,

INTENSIVE CARE PARAMEDIC
STUDIES

The ICP program is now well entrenched
in the Advanced Diploma of Paramedical
Science (Ambulance) qualification. This
year, access to the Advanced Diploma is

by way of application to and nomination
by Operations Managers. For those who
may be unsure of the application process
it is lncluded here:

1. The submission of a written
application for a position in the
Advanced Diploma.

a, This I 500 - 2,000 word
application will be submitted for the
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attention of the Operations
N/anagers and may be discussed
by other members of the Regional
Management Team,

b. The application will be expected to
address the following areas:
i, Cunent level of clinical

experlence and the length of
time that status has been held;

il. Professional development
activitles parlicipated in over the
12 months immediately prior to
the application being submitted
(should include those activities
which may have been organised
through St John [NT] and those
the applicant attended which
were not arranged by St John);

iii. Asslstance provided over the
prevlous 6 months toward the
off the-1ob and on-the-job
development of Trainee and
Student Paramedics (a lette(s)of
support from any
Trainee/Student referred to
should also be attached);

iv, Contributions to the workplace
in the previous I2 months;

v. Padicipation in activities in the
previous 12 months which could
be considered as 'fostering a
positive organisational lmage in

the community';
vi. Leadership abillties;
vii. Problem solving and conflict

resolution skills; and
viii. Personal percepttons of the role

of a Senior Clinician in the
workplace.

2. Participation in a panel interview.
a. The panel will comprise the

Operations Manager or delegate; a
Paramedic Level 3 and a
representative of the Ambulance
Officers Training College,

b. The composition of the panel may
vary accordrng to Region but will,
at all times, comprise one each of
those persons identified in 2 (a)

above.

c. Dlscussion at the panel tntervlew
may include (but not necessarily be
limited to):
i. comments made in the

submitted application;
ii, clinical questions from current,

authorised Patient lVanagement
Procedures and Drug Protocols
and may jnclude therapeutic
effects;

iii. underpinning knowledge of
disease processes; and

iv. underpinning knowledge of
anatomy and physiology.

d. The final decision to accept or
re1ect an application for sponsored
admission into the Advanced
Diploma program will be made by
the Operations Managers who will
then immediately advise the
Ambulance Otf,cers Train,ng
College of the successful nominees
names
i. To assist the Operations

Manager ln the decisjon making
process where they - the
Operations Manage(s) - are not
parl of the panel interview, the
officer delegated to represent
them will provide advice in

relation to the applicant's
pe.formance aL nrerview.

Successful applicants will be notified
in writing by the Operations
Manage(s)
Unsuccessful applicants will be
notified in writing by the Operations
Manage(s) with such notiflcation
explaining the reasons for the
decision:
o Unsuccessful applicants may

appeal the decision of the
Operations Manage(s) to exclude
them from sponsored participation
in the program;
o the appeal must be lodged in

writing and received by the
Operations Manage(s) within
ten (1 0) days of the original
notification,

. the Operations Manage(s) wiil
consider and respond to the
appellant withjn ten (1 0) days of
receiving the appeai,

. if after considering the appeal
the Operations Manage(s)
uphold the original decision the
appellant has the right to refer

the appeal directly to the Chief
Executive Otficer,

. the Chief Executive Officer's
decision shall be final and
binding on all parlies.

While this process may seem complex
and time consuming to some, the nature
of the program and the outcomes it aims
to achieve are significant and the effort
involved will ensure St John (NT)

continues to offer the highest possible
standards of pre-hospital emergency care
by Ambulance Paramedics with a
genuine commitment to quality service
provision.

PUBLIC EDUCATION

New lnstructor The Training Deparlment
welcomes lan lVcKie to our Alice Springs
region, lan has taken up the second full-
time Training Officer position in Alice
Springs, The appointment of a second
full-time trainer in Alice Springs has been
necessitated due mainly to the untiring
etforls of 'Henry' Lawson in promoting
First Aid training in that region as weil as
the supporl received from Noel Talbot
and a number of other local staff.

Training Sfats; ln 2002 St John (NT)

delivered Senior First Aid training Io 6542
Territorians representing a 63% rncrease
over the previous year. The number of
people completing the SFA program in

2002 represents 3.3% of the NT
population (source: Australian Bureau of
Statistics). The next highest St John
jurisdiction by percentage is Western
Australia with 1 B%, followed by
Tasmania with 1 5%. This ls a fantastic
result for the NT and I thank all trainers
and administration staff for thejr support
and contrnued commitment.

Course Accreditation' A number of oLtr

First Aid courses are in the process of
being prepared for submission to the
Registration Approval Panel (RAP) of the
Depadment of Employment, Education &
Training - Education and Training Division,
for re-accreditation. The process for
reaccredidation this time around has
been made a little more challengino than
on previous occasions due to the
introduction of four (4) National First Aid

OUTB'ACKAntbull,tnce JLTLY - 2OO3



Elders is
ulorking for you.

Elders is parl ol a nalional network that lhis year will work loi

. Hclpr 361". l5 nrillior kilos

ol ncat irr 20 coulrrics
. Suppl,v ovcr $ l bilhrn o1

rncrchendisc solutions

. I'rovide banliing to rhe bush

rhrorgh Filders Rrrral IJank

. l..nd oitr $1 billion ro
Atstralian priman' producers

. Give hrurdrcds ol rural
Australiurs a carc.-r

. Scll ovcr 3 rLillion
hratl of cattlc

. Find huyers for over $1.2
billior of real estet..

. Arrange insrrance cover for
$27 billion v'orrh of properry

Elders is an Austalian owned crmpany
committed to agribusiness

Alice Springs 8952 1655

Jock McPherson 0419 669 274

Herbie Neville 0409 696 354

Peter Hore 0407 181 685

Kalherine 8972 2500

Jason Michelmore 041S 035 059

Mike Garland 04i 7 807 485

Chris Muldoon 0409 500 459

Jlm Lindsay 0428 826 426

O
Ou

DR. HELEN PHILLPPS COTTAGES
HOSPITAL ACC OMMODATION

AYWCA OF DARWIN PROGRAM
GPO BOX 2587, DARWIN NT O81O

Dr. Helen Phillipps Cottages (DHPC) is a well established program that
has been operating folmany years and is well known in the rural areas of
the Northern Territory and the Kimberly region of Westem Australia. It is
funded by Territory Health Services and operated by the YWCA of
Darwin.

DHPC provides safe, clean affordabie accommodation in three houses in
Tiwi (close to Royal Darwin Hospital) providing shofi and rnedium term
accommodation for people from remote and rural areas, interstate and
overseas. People using the lacility have come to Darwin tbr
medical/hospital treatment or have fan.rily member(s) in hospital.

The project has eight bedrooms available to accommodate guests. These
bedrooms can oater for a variety of guest configurations including sole
travellers; couples and family groupings. The houses and gardens provide
children with plenty of room to move. All houses have full security
screening, are fully furnished and equipped with all appliances, linen and
kitchenware. The bedrooms are all air-conditioned. Guests share
communal facilities and will need to be able to look after themselves and
keep the premises tidy.

The accommodation is very reasonably priced, with rates starling at

$33.00 per night for a single room, $50.00 for a double room. Special
rates for children are available. (A1l prices are inclusive ofGST). Guests
who are eligible for Patient Travel subsidy from Territory Health Services
can arrange to have their accommodation costs paid directly by PAIS.

Please contact Coordinator Jannie Mathers on (08) 8945 6344 or
email dhpc@ywcaofdarwin.org.au for furlher information or booking.

DARWIN

@

ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE
OF AUSTRALIA

VISITOR CENTRE ALICE SPRINGS

. Visit a working base in operation since 1939, and learn more
about this unique service.

. View an informative video and observe the coordination of
"real time" medical evacuations.

. Enioy our interactive museum.

. Purchase quality souvenirs frorn our souvenirs shop.

. Refresh & relax in our cafe housed in one of the town's finest
heritage buildings.

,ffi, 7aa//, a, u(Zd ait to Ae t44iozed
6W#
Woo*,,.TT'#1ffi 1;'jt H-;,iff n"-{:il ffi1 1'r?

Closed Christmas & New Years Day' Small admission fee applies.

OUlBACKAttbulance JULY - 2OO3



Manager, Edu cation & Training Services Repo rt rcontinueo

Competency Guideline Units, While these
units sit reasonably comfortably within the
main suite of courses we currently offer
they are not a complete 'match'. lt has
therefore been necessary to analyse the
units carefuliy, identiflT those areas we
include in our training which are not
covered by the Guideline Units and
develop specific units to cover the
omissons. Once this is completed the
programs wili be submitted to RAP for
approval.

First Aid Assessmenfs; The approaches
to assessment taken in First Ald training
are constantly be ng reviewed for
relevancy when considered against the
desired outcomes of the programs they
apply, ln many cases we have reduced
the number of questions asked n

assessment 'papers' by removing those
relating to practical skllls which are able
to be demonstrated during course
delivery, ln other cases alternative
questioning techniques to the traditional
'multl-choice' approach have been
incorporated. All of the are aimed at
ensuring assessments remain relevant to
course pafticipants and we will continue
to monitor our approaches to ensure thts
is the case,

2OO2 INTERNAL AQTF AUDIT
St John recelved a positlve repoft
following the presentatlon of our 2002
audit to the Training Authority. As a result
of the audit conducted against the
Australian Quality Training Framework for
Registered Tra ning Organ sations a

number of opportunities for improvement
were identified throughout the NT, While
the matters ob,served are not AQTF
compliance gaps they have presented us
with the opportunity to further enhance
the seryices we offer, particularly to our
First Aid course customers.

A serres number of 'action memos' have
been developed and widely circulated
following the audit. Not all memos
were/are aopticabe to al regiors
however it was decided to include them
in a single document. All recipients of the
'action memo's are encouraged to read
through them and plan whatever action
'nay be identitieo as necessary in yo.r,

particular area.

In general the AQTF audits showed a
terrific improvement in the information
available to customers as well as
improvements rn communications
between the regions. I would like to thank
everybody who in some way assisted the
Education and Training Resource Officer
and I during the audit process.

NATIONAL TRAINING INITIATIVES
The Australian National Training Authority
(ANTA) has been seeking the views of key
stakeholders and organisations on the
proposed establishment of a new
qualification: the Associate Degree. The
Commonwealth Depadment of
Education, Science and Training (DEST)

has developed a draft guideline on the
Associate Degree describlnq the
proposed new qualification, for
djscussion purposes. This will form the
basis of the Associate Degree's
anticipated inclusion in the AL.lstralian

Qualifications Framework (AQF). The AaF
specifies guidelines for all the main post-
compulsory qualifications issued in

Australia.

The draft guideline indicates that the
Associate Degree is to be a new
qualification accredited through higher
education guidellnes. BTOs will be able
to dellver Assocrate Degrees if they gain

registration and accreditation through
higher education processes.

The Assoclate Degree is likely to parallel

the Advanced Diploma. The addition of
the Associate Degree would enabie

Stttclenls.fiotrt Senior FlrsL Aitl cotnsc tlelfuercrl in NoteLnlN:r 2002 dt Elcl)o
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higher education qualifications to
commence at a pre-degree level, and
progress through to postgraduate
qualifications. The VET qualification
pathway will remain with Certificate I to
Certificate l! Diploma and Advanced
Diploma.

The creation of a higher education
accredited Associate Degree with a
vocational flavour paralleling the VET
Diploma and Advanced Diploma may
impact on the take up of VET
qualifications, and on pathways between
VET and higher education. As a
consequence the ANTA National Training
Quality Council is currently investigating
ways to include the Associate Degree in
Training Packages, The AQF Advisory
Board (AQFAB) has invited feedback from
ANTA on the draft quldeline for the
introduction of the Associate Degree,
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Hatold's wonder class
(wondering if he will survive)

Day 1 starts; a large feeling of
nervousness is upon the class, but
this is soon to disappear. We're
informed that we are the guinea
pigs for the new structure of
Clinical Studies One, but as time
progresses it was to be seen that
our class was to contain a variety
of animals such as snakes, rats
and possums.

Quickly we are to initiate several
rituals such as the morning reading
of "your day by the stars with
Danny Maher", and the Wednesday
and Friday night study period (the
subject of which was very
questionable) over at the service
house, this place is soon to obtain
itself a reputation as a wild and
woolly place due to it's lodging of
some shady personalities.

By the middle of week 2 it has
become clear of Sue's (Eastcott)
obsession with Harold (the

skeleton) as they regularly hold
hands, caress hair and even the
odd butt fondle, this is to be the
beginning of a steamy love affair.
Harold is to play a major role within
class activities, at one point he is

even substituted for Jo Schmolzer
when she has to go home after
lunch feeling unwell; however he
requires some cosmetics to
simulate the appearance, this is
over come by the addition of 2
balloons and a hat. The
resemblance is so real that it is to
fool the lecturers for a reasonable
period of time; at least until it is
questioned by Lindsay (King) as to
the reason for Jo's unusual silence

within the class.

During the course we are privy to
such events as Ron's (Owen)

birthday kiss by Jo that would
make the boldest of personalities
blush, as well as the occasional
imitation pedormed by Danny. lt is
quickly discovered that the location
of a padicular seat is to affect the
attitude of any that may sit there,
even the quiet Makaylia (Bretag) is

to become sister Hyde when
seated there and on the
attendance of Sarah.... (Gotch) well
the less said the better. As time
advances and the stress levels go
through the roof some very
interesting acronyms are also
created.

On the final Friday there is the
traditional celebration dinner where
we are to wonder if Sarah is to be
successful in picking a fight with
the next table, however we all feel
quite secure in the thought that if
this to be the case then she is

probably able to deal with all 1O of
them on her own as this is what
makes a true comms operator.

After the completion of Clinical
Studies One we are to lose some
personalrties and gain a few new
ones for the driving course,
personalities such as Python
Pete.... (Williams) aka the Alice
Springs Anaconda. This guy is a
legendary driver, just ask the Alice
Springs police dept. he is to make
such bets with Craig as "l'll show
you how to drive a skid car, l'll bet
you $20 that I don't lose it". Thanks

for the drinks Pete. This however
was not the limits of Pete's talents,
for his willingness to challenge
anyone on anything, "l can out
drink, out fight and pick up more
chicks than anyone here", none of
these abilities were sighted though,
however there was one instance
where he was home from a big
night on the town, hardly able to
walk, alone and all before midnight!

Another highlight of the driving
course comes from our fearless
leader Craig Garraway when he
generously offers to assist Jo in
testing out her own vehicle (Nissan

Extrail), Craig is to go along in a
real 4WD in case the Nissan is to
become bogged. Well there is

certainly a vehicle that is to
become bogged but it is not the
Nissan, for this car is to lead the
way through the slippery mud
where the troopy can not follow
and Craig's winching techniques
are put to the test.

All in all a great time was had by all

and some good friendships were
created.

Padicipants were:
Clinical 1:

Gary Carter
Defensive Driving:
Gary Carler

Sarah Gotch Kelly Green
Kelly Green Alice Hageman
Alice Hageman Jodie Ranford
Danny Maher Jo Schmolzer
Makaylia Bretag Peter Williams
Russell Marlborough
Ron Owen
Jo Schmolzer
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Services for their continued suppotl
and to all other members of St
John Ambulance (NT)who in some
way, have contributed to the
success of the Training Depadment
since the inception of the Australian

Quality Training Framework. ln

summary it appears the standard of
services (administration, training
and assessment) have continued to
improve. The challenge we now
face is to maintain compliance with
the standards across all of the
Training Deparlment's activities and
this will require the ongoing supporl
and commitment of all.

ln the following editions of this
magazine I will continue to
emphasise each of the 12

Standards that appear within the
Australian Quality Training
Framework for Registered Training
Organisations. My aim of identifying
theses standards is to impress on
all of you the systematic aPProach
and high quality service that we as

an organisation continue to work
towards.

Thanks again everyone for your
contribution.

ANNETTA ALBANESE

Education & Training Resource
Officer

Ttaining F'ramework
Update
Well it is that time of year agai?t where as Education & Training

Resource )lJicer, I hatte been asked to contribute to thi,s mtlgazine and
prouide an insight.for jtou cill - ctn the Au.;trcilian Quality Tram'ing

Frameaork, (AQTF)

Currently we are working towards
course accreditation for first aid
courses appearing on our Scope of
Registration, preparing regions for
2OO3 audit visits, providing

evidence to external auditors,
maintaining compltance by
monitoring or introducing new
policy/procedures and providing a
professional development
opportunity for all instructors
accredited through St John
Ambulance (NT).

The past few months have been
extremely exciting for us too! In

December 2002 the lnternal Audit
team comprising of the Manager,
Education & Training Services and
myself, travelled to all regions within
the NT to carry out the Annual
Internal Audit. After documenting a
report on each region for its
contribution toward the compliance
of AQTF, a summary report
detailing our findings was
submitted to the External Auditors
through the Department,
Employment, Education & Training.

Srnce submitting that report we
have again travelled to those
regions for the Round 1 Audit
Review. The aim of the Round 1

visits was to provide Training and

Training Support Staff with
feedback following the December
2002 Audits, The visits also aimed
to monitor changes which had
been implemented following the
2002 Audit and also to review
ongoing customer service
standards. ln particular during
these visits we focussed on course
enrolment issues and ongoing
matters of Occupational Health and
Q ofatr r

It was during the Round 1 visit to
Nhulunbuy we were informed by
the Chief Executive Officer, Davtd

Baker, that our results from the
External Auditors had been
received and they would arrive in
Brisbane where we were attending
a St John Ambulance National
Workshop. The feedback we
received was very positive with all

of compliance requirements
contained within the 12 AQTF
Standards successfully met.

For many St John Ambulance (NT)

staff, the AQTF has introduced
change parliculady highlighted by
improved standards of service
delivery. lt is for this reason that I

would like to take this oppodunity
to thank the Chief Executive Officer
and the Manager, Corporate
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NswMo&/r
AUSTRALIA

Newmont Australia is the operator of the Tanami
Cold Mines located 550klm NW of Alice Springs.
The operation employs over 800 people on a

fly-in, fly-out basis with approximately 70o/o of
staff based in the Northern Territory.

St John's Ambulance Australia has provided site
medical staff and related training services for our
workforce since 1 994 and we look forward to a

continued association.

Contact us on:

Newmont Tanami Operations
Tel: 08 8957 8200
Fax: 0B 8957 851 5
wwwnewmont.com

PO Box 8020, Alice Springs, NT 0871

MAIOR METALS
QUEENSIAND

N/lajor Metals Queensland, located in Dalby South West
Queensland is a leading manufacturer of large diameter
steel pipe, used for pile casings in the construction of

bridges for road and rail crossing to the pluming of farm
water storage including pipe fittings and tanks.

Current projects are the supply of I2OOOD x l6mm steel
tubes for Adrail - Elizabeth River Bridge and the Cladstone

Port Authorrty - RC Tanna Berth 3 Wharf Facility.

Completed works were the supply of pile casings for the
lnner City Bypass & Cateway deviation in Brisbane (Qld)

(2001/2002) as well as the M5 Cooks River Bridge
Devration Sydney (NSW) (1999 /2OO1).

For More information call George or lna on

07 4662 556t
or web it www.majormetals.com,au

Almu Ifinc & Sows ConsrRucrroN Pry Lro
( A Proven Gontractor to NT Government Departrnents)

. Earthworks. Drainage. Road Sealing
' Servicing the needs of Govt Depts, Gouncils & Aboriginal Gornrnunities.

PO Box 568, Katherine N.T.0851

Phone: (08) 89Zl 00U0
Fax: (08) 89Zl 2299

Mobile: 04lZ 8ZG 920

M@bll
Proud to supply quality petroleum products to

St John Ambulance Australia
in the Northern Territory

MOBILCARD ENQUIRIES

1800 032 218

BULK FUELS AND
LUBRICANTS ENQUIRIES

Darwin 8932 6444
Katherine 8972 1938
Alice Springs 8952 6222
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History of the Nice Sprinqs Division
and, ttie D anvin Conhectibn

The hlstorlt oJ' the Alice Springs Diuision is currently being

compi,led, The last 42 years haue been uer! euentful in the lrfe

of fast aid in The Centre.

The first effort at forming a division
began in 1954 with between 2 and B

rnen on the books. As is usual in most
of our present day divisions, all the
work fell to just two men. These two
men, the Superintendent Alf McRae
and the second-in-command Bruce
lVcKane struggled on until 1956 when
the group was disbanded,

Bruce McKane was a member of
the Darwin Division before he came to
Allce Springs in 1954 and it was the
Darwin Division that put the
adverlisement in the Centralian
Advocate in November 1952 giving the
contact name of Mr. R.F Chamberlain
and the Darwin phone number of 191.

Surgeon Lt. O'Donoghue and Mr N

Bradbury from St. John in Darwin
visited Alice Springs from 17 Io lhe 22
of November in 1953 to conduct a
series of lectures in First Aid. They also
visited Tennant Creek during that trip
fronr the 23 to the 28 of November.

Mr, Bradbury and Mr. McKenzie-
Clayton gave most of the lectures in the
public school and Dr. Welton set the
examination papers and Dr. Moody
conducted the theory tests.

It took two months for results of
those first aid exams to come back to
Alice Springs. After that the group did
sterling work at functions around the
town.

In May 1954, the Commissioner for
South Australia and the Nodhern
Territory, Dr. F, K. Mugford, visited Alice
Springs for three days on his way
South after visiting Darwin, and
announced that a division of St. John
Ambulance was being formed in Alice
Springs. He was quoted as saying that
in only two years of active full scale
work a division had been bLiilt up in
Darwin. He paid high tribute to Mr.

Norm Bradbury, Superintendent of the

Darwin Division, and Mrs. Bradbury,
who looked after the women's section,

ln 1954 following the crowning of
Queen Elizabeth the Second, being
crowned a queen was all the go. The
Northern Territory Corps of the St. John
Ambulance Brigade organised an N.T,

Queen competition. lt opened with a
big fanfare but little interest was shown
here in Alice Springs.

Mr. Bradbury was quoted in the
Centralian Advocaie as saying that at
the end of the last first aid class in

October 1955, nine had passed the
examinations but none were prepared

to give any time to what we had been
trying to teach them, Mr. Bradbury said
that all monies raised by St. John in the
Northern Territory were retained in the
Territory for local use.

Mr. Bradbury, who had been in the
Norlhern Territory for over eight years,

was transferred to Perth and made this
announcement as he passed through
Alice Springs.

The next attempt at forming a

division in the Centre was much more
successful and since 1961 the Alice
Springs Divisions have gone from
strength to strength.

Pat McQuillen
Territory Otficer
Alice Springs Division Historian
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Sponsored in support of tbe uital role plot.yecl by
tbe St./obn Outback Ambulance Seruice

to the Ou,tbck comm,unities from

Dr Denis Chew
GENERAL PRACTITIONER

Endeavour Medical Centre
Endeavour Square Chesterfield Circuit

Nhulunbuy

a9B7 30,44
trax 8987 2941

Email : drdchew@octa4.nel.au

STATE oF THE ART I -\ir
LASER DENTI STRY \.-_4]rS_
Brighter ond Whiter Smile in just cinb Session!

. lmplants . TMD Headache . Tooth Whitening
. Crowns & Bridges . Cosmetic Dentistry

. Functional Rehabilitation . Family & Protective Dentistry
. Custom Laminated Mouthguards

..THE BEST INSURANCE FORYOUR SMILE''

a945 IOOS
Suite 14 & I S,The Yillage Shopping Cenve, 54 Bmdshow Terrace, Cosuorina

After Hours 04,8 895 4l I Focsimile 8921 0635
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Yesterday's F'irst Aid

wkle on a tri,p back to the uK, I attendecl a car boot srl]e ancl
0n lne of the stalls sf)ltted an old first aicl book, It aas clated
1915 and was aell thumbecl, As I broased through the book, I
reali,sed slme of the techni,ques tndicatecl raere quite barbaric
and, if practiced todalt, would probabtlt haue the Fr,rst Aicler i,n
the dock of a coronial i,nquest! The book ruas ber,ng ffirerl,for
only 15 cents so I purchased it. some secttons in the book are
sexualllt di,scri,minating, especialllt the hltsterr,a section. The
anatomlt and phltsiologt section is quite intense ancl aoulcl
probabfu confuse the First Aider of todalt Here are a fea
sections of the book I found interesti,ng. I aitt let you clraa
))7ur oan conclusion of thelr ffictiueness on preuenttng the
condition -from aors enr,ng and pro mo ting recnu er!.

Hysterical Fits
These occur more often in females than
males and are ushered in with crying,
sobbing, or laughing without any
cause; followed by lerky movements of
the limbs (not truly convulsions). At the
same time the breathing is quickened,
the eyelids are closed, and in severe
attacks, the patient falls down
apparently, but not actually
unconscious, taking care never to hurt
herself.

Treatment. - The best treatment for
hysteria is to exclude all fussy friends
and let the patient alone. The patient
will come to herself when she realises
that her condition is not exciting
sympathy or alarm.

Convulsions in lnfants
These are usually caused by teething,
constipation, indigestion, worms etc,
but they may be due to fever or brain
disease.

Treatment. The course to adopt is to
relieve as quickly as possible the
cerebral circulation, therefore place the
child at once in a bath as warm as can
be borne comfortably from ten to
twenty minutes, or put the feet into hot
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water with mustard in it; at the same
time apply cold sponges to the head
and quickly change them, and send for
medical assistance

Artificial Respiration -
The Laborde Method
This method can be used where there
is injury to both arms and the ribs;
especially useful in cases of asphyxia in
children caused by irrespirable gases,
and in cases of shock by electricity,

Mode of procedure. Place patient in the
supine position, clear the mouth,
depress the chin, now take hold of the
tip of the tongue between the folds of a
handkerchief to prevent it slipping, lerk
it forward and then allow jt to go back,
still holding the tip; repeat these to-
and-fro movements alternately at the
rate of fifteen to the minute. Continue
artificial respiration for at least one hour
or until natural respirations are
resumed. While one person is carryino
out artificial respiration, others may
busy themselves by applying hot
flannels to the body and limbs, and hot
water bottles to the feet. When the
patient is able to swallow, give him
small sips of wine or warm brandy and

water, or hot tea and coffee.

Apoplexy is caused by the bursting of
a diseased blood-vessel into the
substance of or upon the surJace of the
brain causing compression of that
organ. lt usually occurs in elderly
persons, and in cold weather.

Treatment. The oblect of treatment is
to get the circulatjon quiet and the
heart's action free from embarrassment;
therefore loosen all tight clothing about
the neck and chest; put the patient to

Quick Orlirery giren of
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bed with his head raised, and apply
cold to it; apply hot-water bottles to his

feet and mustard poultices to the calves
of his legs.

How to act if a patient is found in a
state of unconsciousness,
Test for insensibility. To determine
whether a patient is insensible, raise
the eyelid and touch the white of the
eye. Blinking which cannot be avoided
if the person is conscious does not
occur, Before help can be rendered,
the first thing to do is to try and arrive
at the cause which has produced the
state of unconsciousness, and in order
to do this, a systemic examination of
the patient and his surroundings must
be made. Therefore proceed as follows:

(i) Notice the position of the body
and it's surroundings

(ii) Notice whether the body is lying
still or there are convulsrve
movements, and also if the
convulsive movements are
general or only confined to one
side of the body.

(iii) lf possible obtain information as
to the cause
Lay the patient on the back,
inclining the head to one side (to
prevent the tongue from falling
back or vomit matter going

down the trachea). lf the face is

flushed, slightly raise the head; if

the face is pale keep the head
flat, place the arms by the sides,
and extend the legs, and loosen
all tight clothing about the neck
and chest.
Examine the head to ascedain
whether there is a depressed
wound (which would suggest
compression), or a mere bruising
(which would suggest stunning).
Examine the eyes to see if they
are sensitive to light and touch, if

there is any squinting and the
state of the pupils. (a) lf sensitive
to touch, no brain injuries are
present. (b) lf the pupils are

unequally contracted. there is

brain trouble. (c) lf the pupils are
pin points, there is opium
poisoning.

0sick llelirerl, ;1iven of
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(vii) Examine the face: (a) lf it is
drawn to one side this will

indicate apoplexy or
compression of the brain. (b) lf it
is bloated and flushed, this will
suggest excessive use of
alcohol.

(viii) Smell the breath. The odour of
opium or alcohol may be
detected.

(ix) Examine the mouth and tongue;
froth in the mouth and a bite on
the tongue will indicate fits,
particularly epileptic.

(x) Notice the breathing. (a) lf it is
slow, it indicates great
weakness, as in shock (b). lf it is
snoring (stertorous), it indicates
brain trouble.

(xi) Examine the pulse. (a) If it is
slow, there is brain trouble. (b) lf
it is rapid, there is sunstroke or
fever. (c) lf it is quick and thready,
there is great weakness - such
as shock.

(xii) Feel ihe surJace of the body. (a)

lf the skin is abnormally cold
there is either freezing,
intoxication, collapse, or fainting.
(b) lf the skin is hot, there is sun-
stroke or high fever.

(xiii) Examine the ribs, collarbone,
pelvis and limbs for fractures.

(xiv) Examine the limbs allowing them
to fall; if they do so lifelessly it

suggests paralysis.
(xv) lf convulsive movements are

present, the patient is subject to
fits of some kind (either epileptic,
hysterical, or uraemic in an adult,
or convulsions of infants)

(xvi) Examine the neck for evidence
of strangulation or hanging.

(xvii)Avoid crowding round the
patient, and admit free access of
fresh air,

(xviii) Administer no food or
stimulants unless under medical
directions

I hope you enjoyed these old
techniques; these sections were out of
the 7th edition. I dread to imagine what
techniques were offered in earlier
editions. lts also interesting to note thai
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there are no references tnrougnout tne
entire book to chest pain or cardiac
conditions.

Mark Marriott
ICP Darwin
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Benefits of a St. John Ambulance
Certific ate
ln November 2000 My wife and I

decided to sell our home and tour
Australia with our caravan. We have
mainly been in the Eastern States until
March when we left Sydney to travel
to Adelaide and then up the Centre.

On 29th April 2003 we left Ayres Rock
Caravan Park and headed to Alice
Springs. We had stopped at the turn
off to Kings Canyon for morning tea
and then proceeded towards
Eridunda. We were about 1O

kilometers past Mount Ebenezer
Homestead when I noticed two (2)

motorbikes behind us and I

mentioned to my wife that when we
had a clear stretch of road I would
signal them to pass.

Just then we came over a rise and we
saw something on the road, which
turned out to be a large lump of
firewood. I took evasive action and we
missed it but the motorbike behind
just clipped it with his trailer and his
mate hit it. He then came off his bike,
like a rag doll, landing and skidding
on the road surface.

We immediately stopped and I called
for assistance on the UHF whilst
grabbing our First Aid kit. My wife and
the wife of the family, who had been
following, slowed the traffic while I

ascertained the riders' (John)
conditition, who had luckily noi lost
consciousness. I began treating the
severe lacerations on the back of both
hands. With the help of his mate
(Harry) we removed his helmet and
sat him up, all the while making sure
that he was OK. Just then a Remote
Area Nurse was passing and checked
John for any neck damage or broken
bones etc. none were apparent.

We then managed to place John on a
chair, in the shade, and he then
started to complain of sore ribs and
right arm above the elbow and we
placed his arm in a sling.

Whilst chatting to keep both John and
Harry calm we discovered that John
had a pacemaker and a metal
kneecap. They were both members of
the Ulysses Motor Cycle Club and
came from Moe Victoria (1, think).
Harry was in his early 60's but it
turned out that John was actually 76
years old.

As the Remote Area nurse had
contacted the Police and Ambulance
via his satellite phone, and John was
in a reasonably comfortable situation
we left, and arrived in Alice Springs
late in the afternoon. As we arrived a
Police Constable from Kulgera

contacted us and advised that John
was OK and in Alice Springs Hospital
with a broken collarbone.

We were contacted 2 to 3 days later
by Harry who told us John was on his
way back to Victoria, by plane, and
reasonably good but worried what his
wife would say.

This incident was caused by the
practice of some tourist operators
who collect firewood and tie it on top
of their trailers without adequate,
secure means. We feel that this
practise should be stamped out as
this accident could have been a lot
more serious. We are also amazed by
the number of fellow travellers who
cannot believe that we stopped, This
may be because they have not
attended a First Aid course, or have
no knowledge of basic First Aid,

The main thing I am thankful for, is
that the training I recieved from St.
John Ambulance made me calm and
calculating in this crisis. I was, until,
assistance arrived able to assist this
person in a safe way for all of us
concerned. I sincerely hope that more
people will partake of this worthwhile
COUTSE.

IF YOU NEVER NEED IT THAT'S
GREAT ------ BUT!!!!!WHAT IF?

GROW YOUR BUSINESS USING TECHNOLOGY
The business benefits of using eBusiness tools include:

. faster communication with your staff and customers

' expanded marketing capabilities
. broader geographical reach

' access to wider information sources. improved customer J; fg *:::".;i,:".:i'^::,1l,:::,fl:"ffi::

Want to know more?
Contact the

eBusiness Branch
Telephone

(08) 8e9e 6888

eMail
ebusiness. dbird@nt. gov. au

Web site
www.dbird.nt.gov.au
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Ambulance Officer of the Yeffi 2003

The Rotary Club of Darwin Sunrise
again sponsored the 2OO3 Ambulance
Otficer of the Year Award, hosted by
the Hon Minister for Health, Jane
Aagaard, MLA. I would like to extend
ry corgraLulalions to nominees
Vlrginia Dowson, Lezlie Saunders, Pat
MtLrray, Annette Ingham and Daryl
Shaw and also especially to the joint
winners, EMDs Karen Joyner and Sue
Murphy.

Thls is a keenly sought after award
and coming hot on the heels of the
recent Readers Digest survey result -
which found the Ambulance Officer
professron to be the most trusted
profession in Australia - it is fitting
tribute to the men and women who
dedicate themselves to the care of the
sick and injured in our community.

Congratulations Karen and Sue

David Baker
cEo
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Gre g and, Linda get M arciedl
On the 24th May 2003 the wedding

of Greg Coates and Linda Murie (both
St John Training lnsrluctors) finally took
place. Who would have thought that
they would really do it! The wedding
and reception was conducted at their
home. Linda wore her dream dress and
it was so Linda. The wedding was very
much Linda and Greg style, non
traditional and casual. Greg was in

shorls, a flowery shirt and thongs
minutes after the servicel They were
piped into the service by Linda's
brothers who played the bagpipes and
her mum made the cake and it had the
Tigers lersey printed on the top, Greg
was excited by that as you can
imagine, They had parly games that
involved bananas and tic tacks, another
one with toothpicks and lifesavers,
glasses of champagne and balloons.
The wedding was good fun and l'm
sure the bride and groom had a good
time.

Congratulations to you both
from all of your friends at St John
Ambulance, we wish you both a
very long and happy future
together.

The
Yapakurlangu

Regional Council
wishes to thank the

Tbnnant Creek St John
'Ambulance',Staff ,

for thetr dedicated sewic'e
to the people of

the Barkly.

Phone:

(08) 8e62 reee
TE,NNANT CREEK. NT 0860

LnucKE Mms
Alice Springs

Phone (08) 8952 8611
Fax (08) 8953 2909

Manufacturers of a complete range of...

Quality Stock & Poultry Feed,
Bread Flour and Pre-mixes.

74 Elder Street. ALICE SPRINGS NT 0870
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It'll atop aoon' It's none of mv buginegs

'''l:ll anly make it wirse
' {donltwant to get involved

Itwont miake any differenoe
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Supporting
St John Ambulance

Ciuil Engineering
Comtractors

Ph: (08) 8983
Fax: (08) 8983

r582
1705

P.O. Box 205
Howard Springs NT 0835

- *lie-+
Orga'uic-s
Ecologic cleaning product range is forrnulated from
renewable natural plant based ingredients' W'e refuse

to use harsh chemicals like added mineral phosphates,

zeolite, bleaching and brightening chemicals, €llers or
synthedc fragrances.

Laundry Liquid - Dishwashing Liquid
Floor Cleaner - Multi-Purpose Cleaner

Fabric Softener - \fool Mix
Also Available

Skin, body & hair care products, honre care products, pet products,
1009ir Certified Organic Liquid Carden Fertiliser"

Gourrnet Organic L)ried Herbs, Gilt Packs.

AND MUCH MOR-E

Special Discounts apply to Bulk Orders

{z5k1Drums available), Schools and Non Profit
Organisations. Contact us for more inf<rrmation.

Proudly supporting St John's in
the Northern Territory

PO Box 8338 - Alice SPrings

Ph/Fax 8953245A - Mobile A422 379 233
email marLjody@ozcmail.com.au.

TO MINIMI$E
HEATTH RISK$
wOmen . n0 mOre than
two standard drinks a day

on average and n0 more
than four
standard
drinks on
any ane
day
Everyone should

have one or two

alcohol-free days

iSw
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A weekend in the Garden
Bacl<yardBIitz - StJohn Style

The aeekend has past and nou it is time to reflect, A collengue in
crisis and hr,s mntes giue him a helping hand. nris is that storlt, an
nmazing displajt of camaraderie and mateshrp; good old Aussie

ualues that nre aliue ancl strong i,n our community,

'd

I

ln early April Paramedic Andrew
Wheeler suffered a serious, debilitating
illness necessitating hospitalisation in

Perth. Recovery from this illness is likely
to be long and difficult,

Andrew has been employed by St
John Ambulance Australia (NT) lnc for
the past nine years. He is a dedicated
employee and valued colleague and
consistently promotes excellence
among his peers through the Australian
College of Ambulance Professionals.

News of Andrew's illness shocked all

at St John. The reality that his situation
could happen ro any one of us hit
home and now was the time to think of
something practical to help Andrew
during his recovery. We needed a plan!

Prior to Andrew leaving Darwin he
had organised a couple of friends to
look after his house and garden.
Andrew's house was new when he
bought it and he has been beavering
away creating a garden. Establishing

OttTE,Aql(A/nbuldtrce JI.JLY - 2OO3

gardens in the Darwin area is a very
slow process as the weather is lust a
little too hot to be out side for long. The
fact that Andrew is not the wodd's
most dedicated gardener was
highlighted over a beer and our
practical way of helping Andrew was
born. His backyard might need some
work.

Andrew's backyard is a large area of
grass surrounded on three sides by
palm trees following the fence line. In

the middle of the back fence is a large
rosewood tree weeping down and
touching the ground. The properly
backs onto a nature reserye and ihere
is a firebreak cut on the fence line. This
makes access via the back gate easy.
There is a wide verandah running the
full length of the house overlooking the
back yard, The verandah area, which is
used for storage, is dirt. The front yard
is developed but needs a tidy up. The
driveway is formed out of loose stone.

Ambos are very resourceful people
and amongst the group you can
generally find an expert on lust about
anything or they know somebody who
knows someone who is an experl.
Partners and neighbours also have
qualities and expedise that can be
tapped when undedaking such a
project. What staded as an idea over a
beer had now progressed into a fully-
fledged staff initiative with a finance
manager and a work foreman.

St John management were very
supportive and encouraged staff to
approach various businesses seeking
suppon for the project. The generosity
of the St John family across the NT
plus support from business and other
associations led to a kitty of funds as
well as the supply of materials and
equipment for what was now known as
the St John "Backyard Blitz".

A meeting was held in Andrew's
backyard where a myriad of ideas
were bandied about. Measuring
tapes were out and a layout of what
we could achieve was devised. The
plan was as follows.

a

o

Clear away garden rubbish.
Prune existing trees/shrubs, plant
new palms in front yard, pot up new
pot plants for back verandah.
New sleeper borders for garden
beds, top-dress and mulch.
Pave the entire length of the
verandah and concrete the edges.
Pave under the rosewood (severely
pruned) and build a bench seat
under the tree, New border around
paved area and move driveway
stones to surround paved area.
Create a water feature in the back
corner, run cable to work pump.
Build low seat at front of water
feature and plant palms behind
feature.
Underground watering system in

both back and front yard with all

associated fittings and timers.
Top dress, feftilise and seed lawn
area of front and back yard.
Create concrete slab for garden a
shed jn back corner of yard. Build
the shed.

twI AW^
|$x
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coloured pavers. A s mple task you
may think. Think again. During a drink
break it was noticed by the fairer
gender that the pattern was any.thing
but symmetrical. "No" said the b,oys,
"impossib,lel" All the expefis had now

gathered around the questionable
design and, you guessed it, severai
pavers had to be pulled up and
relocated.

Those with any idea of installing an
irrigation system were hard at it with
metres of piping and bits of sprinkler
nicely arranged on the ground. Wonder
why they looked unhappy when their
bits were moved to make way for sand
and topsoil? lt was all good fun, at the

end of the day the water came out of
the ground in the right spot!

Many, many trips were made by the
army o'wheelbarrow drivers moving
sand and topsoil around the yard. At
one point there was a loud explosion
that stopped all work. Yes, you
quessed it, a blow out on barrow 2.

Major disaster, barrow t had a b,low
out earlier and now another barrow
gonel The tube was beyond repair and
it was off to our trusty hardware store

OUlBACKAmbul.utce JI)LY - 2OO3

Aweekend in the Garden. .. (corttinuect)

. Replace stone driveway with a
concrete driveway.

The date was selected, the May Day
long weekend. Plenty of time to
achieve our goal, after all they rebuild
backyards every week on W in an
houd I

Prior to the long weekend some
preparatory work was commenced.
The front yard was trimmed and a
couple of new palms planted. The
driveway stones were removed and
some of the stones were placed in the
front garden beds, a very effective look.
The remainder of ihe stones were

moved under the rosewood tree. Work
began on pruning in the back yard and
the rosewood tree now has a new
lease on life. The difference following a
prune was remarkable, lrrigation was
placed in the front yard and the
spnnklers popped up on queue,

The neighbours were now stading to
wonder what all these strange people
were doing in Andrew's yard. Once
they realised what was happening, they
joined in and gave a hand. Andrew has
some very talented and committed
neighbours and their assistance was
greatly appreciated.

Others behind the scenes were
raising the kitty and this task was a
really easy one. Everybody that was
approached was more than willing to
help in either cash or kind. ln fact many
people hunted us down with offers of
assjstance, an amazing response and
all very much appreciated.

As the big day approached, plans
were made to ensure that all the
workers were re-hydrated. This was a

very impodant consideration given that
the temperature in Darwin at this time
of year ls about 35 degrees during the
day with strong winds. While there was
plenty of bottled beverage available,
keeping it cold was a small problem.
Sorry Andrew, we had to prioritise your
fridge to keep the b..r oops
"refreshments" coLd. Another problem,
not enough room. Luckily our local
pollie lent us his campaign trailer. What
a nice set up, eskies and B-B-Q on
wheels!

The day arrived, an early stad about
O700ish. People with garden
implements arrived, sand arrived,
topsoil arrived, a ditch witch arrived
and a whacker packer arrived. An
industrial waste skip, pavers and the
sleepers had been delivered previously.

The work began with a flurry. The
pavers were positioned next to the
verandah and the sand was barrowed
from the front yard around to the back.
Others were prunrng and clearing the
garden beds ready to position the new
borders. The pruning was so intense
that even trees marked for relocation
got a face- ift!

The ditch witch was pressed into
service and made quick work of
creating the ditches for the irrlgation
and the garden bed b,orders. The chain
on the ditch witch lasted until the last
few feet before it broke. Noi bad as it

seemed like kilometres of trench was
dug

Our experl pavers got stafted on the
task of creating a symmetrical,
repetitive design using different

t:



A weekend in the Garden. ,, (cottlinued)

armed with the remnants to ensure we
got the right size. All the barrows were
back on the job within the hour.

During the day about 20 hard
working people turned out to work on
the yard. The street was full of cars
however Andrew's house was easy to
find, the ambulance parked in pride of
place was a bit of a give away. Yes,
even the duty crew was out potting up
new plants.

Water girls were keeping the
workers hydrated and fed, Trays of
scones with jam and cream appeared.
Lunch was superb, lasagne and
sangers. the only thing missing was
the traditional afternoon napl

The work continued furiously during
the afternoon with fresh workers
arriving. One such worker, known as
the 50% man, managed to finish half of
many tasks. His reputation remained
intact.

The operation of the whacker packer
(technical term for mechanical device
that makes lots of noise, vrbrates and
packs down paving sand) provided the
afternoon's entertainment. One of the
skimpily clad, well endowed fairer
gender workers managed to be conned
into operating the device. Starting the
thing was the easy part, controlling it
was entertainingl

Beer o'clock eventually arrived and
we could all sit down and inspect our
handy work over a quiet refreshment.
The B-B-Q was flashed up and a fine
batch of quality bangers was cooked.
Just what the doctor ordered, bangers
and beer.

OUlBACKAmbulance J|JLY - 2OO3

The stad time for the next day was
unintentionally staggered. Sore
muscles, stiff joints and acute sunburn
took their toll. Although our numbers
were slightly down the enthusiasm was
still there albeit a little slower today.

The major task today was to create
the water feature. An electrician arrived
early and we were underway. The
length of conduit was measured but
was a little bit shor1. Over the fence
leaning against the shed was just
enough conduit to finish the job, The
problem was the four rather large dogs
in the yard.

Being big brave ambos, it was
decided to tap on the neighbour's front
door (gutsy move for a Sunday
morning) and ask him if he could spare
a little conduit. As it turned out this
neighbour works in the water feature
supply and installation industry.
Needless to say there is now a
breathtaking water feature in Andrew's
back yard. Our thanks to the neighbour
who went to his shop, supplied all the
bits then helped us install the water
feature.

Other work today involved finishing
off tasks that the 50% man starled
yesterday as well as top dressing the
lawn, mulching the garden beds and
sanding the paving. The final touches
were added to the paved area under
the rosewood tree. This area has been
improved beyond our expectations and
really complements the water feature,
Another hard day completed with
bangers and beer.

The only casualty during the blitz
was a dent to pride. Poor fellow looked
most embarrassed when he went belly

up while trying to pull out a tree root!
Big strapping Army lad too, a little
entertainment for the girlsll

The plan is on track as most of the
tasks have been completed. All that is
left is the shed and the driveway. The
completion of these tasks is dependent
on council approval for the shed and
the availability of concrete. This work
will hopefully be completed prior to
Andrew's return.

What started out as a small idea
escalated into a major undertaking but,
as we sit on the newly paved verandah
overlooking our handy work, it was
definitely worth it. We have managed to
create an aesthetically pleasing low
marntenance garden that Andrew can
enjoy while he recuperates. This project
wasn't charity, it was colleagues,
neighbours and friends giving a mate,
who is having a bit of bad luck, a hand.
After all when the fertiliser kicks in and
everything starts to grow Andrew will
be getting plenty of exercise keeping
his new jungle under control. Enjoyl!

We would like to sincerely thank
everybody who pafticipated in this
prolect as well as those who have
contributed in other ways, Your suppod
for Andrew's "bljtz" was absolutely
outstanding and has rekindled that
Aussie spirit.

CSR Humes Waste Master
Totem Fencing Straico
Mltre 1O Palmerston
Palmerston Garden Supplies
Denis Burke CLP
Top End Hire * Palmerston
Coles - Palmerston
Pauls - Coca Cola
Flick Pest Control
lronstone Lagoon Nursery
T&llndustrial Pumps
LHMU Pioneer Concrete
Bridge Autos - Darwin



A weekend in the Garden. .. (c:ontirtueri)

Royal Darwin Hospital A&E Staff
Naval Association of Australia (NT)

Andrews neighbours
St John Ambulance NT -

Management & staff

And just a brief overview of materials used
Pavers - 48 square mtrs

20x3mtrsleepers
I2 mtr clean up skip
6 metres coarse sand
6 mtrs top soil
l OO mtrs irrigation piping

20 pop up sprinklers
3 mtrs concr'ete
Pond base & "watedall" feature

Pond pump & transformer
Potted plants & palms
Lawn seed
Fediliser
Garden shed

-;&qp* The Flick Way,
The Sure Way.
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if;" g No danqer to ch ldren or pets. No d sruption and
e:.o tF 10 airoorne sDra\s n vou. l-one. . o'ouqh,no airborne sprays n your home. Thorouqh

GIVE PESTS THE

ffia

professional inspectlons wiih a comprehensive repon

13 14 40
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

Environmenta y lvlanaged Company ISO 14001. A Quaity Assured Company AS/NZS ISO 9002

Alice Wqste Disposqls#ffi'
DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAI. WASTE BINS

240 LITRE BINS . I -3 CUBIC METRE BINS

04ll 868 063 ol 8953 OO32
PO Box 2737, Alice Sprinqs 0871 -FAX89532362

BITUMEN SEATING &
ASPHALT PAVING

ROADS - CARPARKS

RECREATION SURFACES

SUPPLY AND DELIVERY ALL QUARRY PRODUCTS

8984 4544
Mobile O4t7 822 r28

FAX:8947 l2l7

4490 Tivendale Road, BERRIMAH N.T.

. / L a/ 441rtt a arconAez 4flglp:ff ?//e"",".*; eua
ffi . oL{alrtv meals wftn regular gt*ro Spectalsc L u B . F\L?mealla u'e. 0n your birihday

. lndoor & ould,oor chrld,ren's pla\ area
, Driue.lnrjuqn goIIle 5h0? - A?e.o 1 days a week with Monthlv Specials

. dub Prices ouer the bar with Monih{V gar ?ram\tions
. Happy Hour daily , as Pokies

. FREE entrv t0 ma* Liue erteriainmert & dub theme Niqnle
. Qeqular members lunclians & oulinqs

,FQLLMemberehr? t0 C,aewine C)ub and,Tadtnqs
, s-1s% Members Discount trom business & enlerlainmenl venues

. Irlio +unrtion rclme - ee.de +rcm 50 l0 150 peo?le with all facilities available

CASUARINA ALL SPORTS CLUB - 269 TROWER ROAD CASUARINA
I Phl. 8927 9155 Fax: 8945 1939

www.casclub.com.au

1 Family Business
) 36 Years Experience

) Locally Owned and Operated
1 Insurance Services Arranged

) Approved Government Contractor

22 Pruen Road, Berrimah, NT - P0 Box 38065, Winnellie, NT 0821
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Scout Le adership Course

()rtc ctl tlte grot.rps ttorkiil,q ur d prof(t

The weekend was a huge success and
all the cadets not only thoroughly
enjoyed the weekend but also learned
some valuable leadership skills, A big
thank you to Vicki Macmillan who
volunteered to be the St John adult for
the weekend. Also, thank you to Chris
Doidge, Chlef Commission of Scouts
NT for all her time and effort in making
the weekend possible.

Thanks to the following cadets:
John Payne , Emily Macmillan ,Kathryn
Ainsworth, Mellssa Miller
Megan Zabell, Lauren Jacobsen,
Michael Andersson, Jessica Sinclair
Cassandra Hockey, Rachael Francis,
Emily Forster, Deborah Valadares
loly Patsias, Luisa Mode

A group of .1 4 cadets attended a Scout
Leadership Course at Nungalinya
College. The Cadets from Humpty Doo,
Palmerston, Kormilda and Darwin
Divlslons joined 3 Sea Scouts and 1

Scout for the weekend course. The
cadets were divided into four groups
with a new leader being chosen for
each different activity,

Some of the topics covered included:
Leadership, Team Building, Self
Management, Decision Making,
Motivation, Planning and Organisation,
Comrruricalion Skills, Decision
Making, Problem Solving, Planning and
Organisation, Motivation

On Saturday night a formal dinner was
held with all participants dressed in
uniform. The Deputy Police
Commissioner was the special guest
for the evening. Tbe Sl /ahtt a'dLlef a'.\lrilrt gr(ilrp k.bo Parlic.lP.tle(l itl ll.)c t.r'cckattcl ttttuse

SURVEY & PLANNING CONSULTANTS
LICENSED SURVEYOBS

. Unit Titles ,iW

. G.P.S. Surveys
r Photogrammetric Mapping
. Subdivision Design & Control
o Mining & Engineering Surveys
. Land lnformation Manaqement

8981 2494
Fax: 8981 52Os
Email: darwin@eja.com.au

1O HARVEY STREET, DARWIN

TREE LOPPING
REMOVAL

BULK WOOD CHIP

FELLING
LANDSCAPING
IRRIGATION

AREA GOTITRAGTTIIG

Telephone: 8983 126l
Facsimile:8983 l9ll

Mobile: 04lt 692 155 All Hours
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MryDay Camp for Humpty Doo

Cadets
)uu the May Day u;eekend, 30 Cadets.from Humpty Doo u'ent on a camp to

Lilchfielcl Enuironmental Park. This is a specia,l camping ground set asicle for
ylups like us. We haue the u,hole c(tmpgrlunh to ourselues.

Anyway, B adults took 30 cadets away.

We left the Bush shop Saturday morning

at B:30am in Iwo 22 seater buses with
trailers, We are lucky as we have 3 people

able to drive the buses. We arrived at the
park at about 1 O am, unpacked the buses

and heard about the camp ru es there was
not very many as we were there for fun,

While the Cadets set up their tents the
aduts cooked lunch. They d d not have

any big pots so had to get inventive with

the cooking. After lunch, we went to Bluey

Rock holes and than to Florence Falls, We

went back to our camp where we also
had a small cree\, good for swimmirg in.

There were also yabbies in the creek so
we caught a couple and put them to
sleep, Then we let them go. Mrs, Mac to d

us about the Camp Conced set for
Sunday night, so this generated a bit of
planning, After tea we had free time, the

aduts had water plstols so the nlght

turned a biI crezy as they ran around
wettng everyone. The adults got as wet
as the kids because then the cadets were

out to pay them backl After every one was
good and wet, we lit the campfire, toasted
marshmallows, and played some games,

Mrs, Mac had us all in bed by 11pm. lt

was ok for us to talk, so long as she could
not hear us, and we had to promised not
to be ugly next morning,

Sunday Morn ng we were al1 up by
7am. Breakfast was a big meal, bacon,
eggs, cerea, toast and pancakes. We
were ready to go to Wangi Falls at 9am.
On the bus the sight Mrs. Mac and lVrs.

Payne, singing and dancing sitting down
traurnatized the Cadets. The Cadets
asked the bus driver Mr. Mac, to stop so
that these two could be kicked off, as t
was all too much. He did not, as he

realized that he would be on his own with
al the kids and he is not that brave. When

we got there, Mrs. Mac made us stay in
one area. While a couple of the adults

disappeared. What the kids did not know
was that the adults were setting up a cas
sym situation at the bottom of the water
falls walk, Mrs, Mac asked tourists to act
as casualties. They were only too happy to
do it, There was an Austra ian couple, a

German Couple, a little girl and a coupie of
adults from our camp, They set up three

scenes, one for the Cadet Leadet who
had two causalities, one wth heat

exhaust on and a sprained ankle, the other
one had a cut on her forehead and her

ankle was broken and it was caught n

between rocks, The individual scene,
which was me, also had two easuaties,
one had been cut on the eye with spear
grass and he had a broken wrist, the other
one had a severe cut on his hand and
ang na. The tearn scene had a child with
asthma, one person with uncontrolled
beeding, another one with snakebite, and
a person who was unconscious, he had a
hidden bleed on his back, The Cadets
found out about the scenes as they
thought they were heading on a hike

around the falls, We had many spectators
as the other tourist were warned about the
action and invited to watch, The German

couple enjoyed it and got rnany photos,

they thought lt funny that they had come
all the way to Australla to get ehudi.

After rt was all over, it was discovered

that the morning tea and most of the
lunch was not packed. Therefore, the
Cadets who forgot to pack t had to go
back to the camp to collect it. The rest
went swimming. When everyone got back,
we had morning tea and lunch together.
Then some of the kids and adults went for
the hike. The others laid around and
talked, When all got back together we
went for another swim. We packed up and
headed up to the canteen where we had

and ice cream and Mrs. Mac told us about
another surprise, she had a game where
we had to go into groups and using what

we had on us see which group could get

the iongest llne. The winning team got a
soft drink, On the bus back to camp, the
kids wculd not et Mrs. Mac or Mrs, Payne

sing. Back at camp, the f na touches were
put together for every ones conced items,

kids played in the creek and cooked a

bidhday cake,

That nlght the adults set up their table
with a cloth, candles, wine g asses, and

seryiettes, they were having a formal

dinner. With non-alcoholic wine, they did

alL the toasts and acted very serious, for a
llttle while.

When dinner was over, we set up for
the conced. lt was very good except for
the adults. The blokes were the Humpty
Dood e Chicks and they were real y, really

ugly. The Ladies were Maria from West
Side Story, doing il feel Prettyi, They were

notMll!!l We had a fashion parade, some
psycho first arder s, a W show including
getaway, the Vegemite song, another one
with Steve lrwin and Big Kev, a solo singer,

the boys did the duel ng banjoes. There
were many interva breaks, lt was an

excellent concert. We than had a bifthday
cake for Maryanne who was turning 11,

Next morning Khalia and I were rudely

woken up by two people pulling the tent
poes out of our tent, so, when one was
having a shower, I got a bucket of water
and it went all in his tent and the other one
was covered in another bucket of water,
They soon earned; do not mess with me

in the morning!

Then there was another big breakfast

and packing up. When al was done,
abouI22 Cadets went back to the rock
hoLe for a last swim. Than it was lunch

cleanup and head for home,

We arrive back at the Bush Shop at

about 3 pm. I did hear later that a few
cadets were asleep by 6pm, so I think lt

must have been a good camp, And

everyone is looking foluard to next yearis

camp.

Emily Macmillan
Sergeant.
Humpty Doo Cadet Division.
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BAND DIVISION
The Cadet Band Division played Christmas Carols for
the Salvation Army Home then was treated to fish and

chips at Nightcliff Beach.

CADET OF THE YEAR
The Peter Falkland Award Winner
Macmillan from the Humpty Doo

for 2OO3 is Emily
Cadet Division.

Enily recetuinll the ]'eler FalkldttLl
Auurd, Lee Palne being Presentetl
titb ber Dit.'isia11al Ollicer \farrant
a f Apln h t I n te nt 6nd Ross.lacobse n.

Ii.lh .t replicd of tbc Ambttlonce
Uniolt At.r'drcl ubich lte uds
rutvtrtlr:d late last tear.

Prr.tud Munt. licki M.lctl1illcut assisling
datgbter Emilf u ith the Red L.ttl)nrd.

BATHURST ISLAND GRAND FINAL
Football Grand Final time is always exciting but in
Bathurst lsland the whole community stops work to
watch the match. This year a St John contingent flew
over to provide first aid coverage and join in with the
celebrations. Chairman, Mr Michael Mooney joined

members from the Humpty Doo and Kormilda Divisions

for the day. Members were- Vicki Macmillan, Byron May,

Susan Rosenzweig, Anton Plummber, Emily Macmillan,

Caitlan Morrison and Amali Laine.

St.John membe$. Lrith tbeir lil\l aicl back packs ctn

Bath urst Is/and c roturl.
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0perations Branch Report. .. contit.uterr

ANZAC DAY
Once agarn, St John members attended Anzac Day dawn services and
parades throughout the Territory. In Darwin, Territory Superintendent, Sue

Cooper, joined the Cadet of the Year, Emily Macmillan and Cadet Nerissa

Brumby at the dawn service held at the Cenotaph. Whilst in Alice Springs
Territory Officers NoelTalbot and Steve Peers attended the dawn service on
Anzac Hill then joined a large St John contingent which marched in the
annual parade. All the services were also backed up by public duty officers
and ambulance crews. The Anzac spirit in Australia grows stronger each
year and it's encouraging to see that St John members willingly pafiicipate
n tnese impoftant ceremonies.

'l he I I u n pt.lt Du) l o I u I I tes' A ntbtLlunca tuct s
sltrttling b.y.lt.lst ilt cdse.

Tbe anbLtltiltce pru,ick:tL a u:elcrtilLetl bil ol shdLla
Ltiar fhe sen.|ce

'Ienilotf Sup(rinfeltdenl. Stk ainper. Qtdel of lbe |-ettr.
Etili/.).''llatcnilldtt nttrl Ctx/t'| J'erlssu Bntnt.b.J ul Ibe
in t t tt sttt,it:t' II I Dat nt'i.t L.

H t L il!r).' Do a L tt r I e t D i.t. isic t r t n c rt Lb<' rs .Lt t b e se n' i a e
in Hrunptl, l)oo

'fhe /lit:t: Slr'iilgs A(lt.tlts F (.:o(/ets loitrc.l i1t tb?
cLrtttttttl nutrch tl.trcntgl: lhe citl streets.

Enti/.l.' ll|rc rt i llurt. iu u re t t .l tr cobseii''fitltTiiitlf
(irahttnt lct.yirLg the Lt.1'eotb dt the Lll.tiltPlJ Dtn)
llt tzatc l)dy senice

THANK YOU DONNA
St John is blessed with having some very special people
who volunteer their time and effort for many years. One of
these is Donna Stone. The Batchelor diviston threw a party

to thank Donna for the years of hard work she has
contributed to their division. Donna, who once lived and
worked in Batchelor, has moved into Darwin so found it
increasingly difficult to travel to Batchelor for divisional
training nights. Donna was showered with flowers and gifts

from her many St John friends.

fr.),t'.t t\'tt!.- I tt:, trr,,l tt itl' l',.'
prcseit/s

I)annd u)ith her gllis

7ha Bilchekn' grctttP

$s "'

f)uuto Stonc tt,itb ,gocrl .fiietrcls Bnu:c € Rcts.Jones

oUTBACKAmbu.latrce JULY - 2Oo3



Operations Branch Report. .. con,nuect

A VERY OLD "CHOOK''
A member of our extended St John "family" recently
celebrated her 30th birthday in true style with a fancy
dress parly. Sharolyn Talbot, affectionately known as
"Chook", parlied hard all night with her friends & famiiy,
There were lots of strange looking people (we believe
they were in fancy dress but we're not really sure) so
thought we would share some snapshots with you.

Slel,e l)eers €, Neel Talbol ( rttrtittiscing ubortt Lrhdt it
t.tr.ts like lo hr.tt,'t'n l.tetctcl li.tll o/ bctir)

\lboro/.1'rt .fiottt tltis

CELEBRATING IN STYLE
For the end of year youth group formal, it had been
decided that we would have a masquerade ball. But a
group of my friends and I decided that the normal flash
cars and motorbikes, weren't good enough. So we
arrived in an ambulance instead. With the
Superintendent of the Cadet Division, lan McKie (my
dad) driving, we well and truly arrived in style. The five
of us, Penny and her date Chris, Kirsten, and myself
and my date John, will never forget how much fun it
was to arrive to our formal in an ambulance. Thank you
to all who made it possible.

Rebecca Mckie
Alice Springs Adult Division

DARWIN CADET DIVISION
The'Dry Season in the Top End means it's camping time and
most cadet divisions jump at the chance to pack up and
head for the bush. The Darwin Cadet Division travelled to
Gunlom Falls in Kakadu National Park for a weekend of fun,
flies and fishing. A total of twenty six cadets and four adults
enioyed their May Day weekend in the fresh air and sunshine.

.1ru.lrett Nacbtt. -/ct(Iic Dix()n ont.l (.'hris KttpkL

lt) trll grourt up

1:ltjolirtp lhe c.-Dl
u,illcrs dt /he./Lt/ls
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Operations Branch Report. .. corninuect

NATIONAL CADET CAMP - BRISBANE
The Northern Territory was well represented at the National Cadet Camp &
Competition held in Brisbane in January 2003. A large contingent of five
adults and foudeen cadets attended the week long camp. Our competitors
for the National First Aid Competition were: Team - Alexi Milne, Nicholas
N/cKenna, Jonathan Haslett, lndividual - Fletcher Jackson and Cadet
Leader Philip Jackson.
Llnda Haslett, Daryl Macpherson, Trevor Keatch, Noel Talbot, Liz Talbot
Alexi Milne, Maddie Haslett, Philip Jackson Nicholas McKenna Jonathan
Haslett, Fletcher Jackson, Gary Jackson, Yasmin Foti, Kelly Robinson,
Peter Williams, Elly Farkas, Ben Farkas, Kate Anning, Julie-Anne O'Bryan.

A hLdt) i:rLLn nt.t.\,,1

NihoL is Liz.loitt.g

Ct'tlllt\ Drt)

\,l Lrll"t 1",tt,/trirl , /'1'/rt/it,'t t,r,1,t' h,ttrtr LJt.'rttr

LIdpPl a.tntpe^ ,qo honle
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i]n vsln lhink a.nr*ne

Ph: (08) 8922 1400
Fox: (08) 89221450

qnglogold
Proudly supporting St John (NT)

AnoloGold Austrolio Limitedv 
Dorwin NT

Ihe beet Neweagency in the NT ie

eituated at Casuarina 1quare

The staff are the friendlieel and moat,
in the Terril,oryl (Juet aek the boee,)

efficient people

Now, wherever you are, if you have
a credil card and a lelephone,fax
or e-mail you can order magazinea,

?a?erg, et'alionery, cards, wrap and
'our very lucky Taf,telol,l,o lickdte.

Telephone: (os) 09271732 Fax: (0s) 09271907
E- mail. t im en ew e@ ozemail.co mau
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Some of the hafi,working staff

from the Danvin region.

C L t ).' I 
( H o | 1 rc'l i'.t i I t i t t p S e c r e l.n'.1 ( lc lt ) a rul"

Trcenu Ri.thas Adntirt Ollia'r

Li1t.ls.ry IQng firrntar AmbtrIartc.? Edt.tcutioLt O.ff iccr

tll i c h d e l,1I c li.t.), DeP t t t.t) O p era l b I t,lI il n d ge r
( leli I nt t t l'fretor St:l l iclt ( )pe rilf krls tlloLt o,qel

Silsott f.dslcotl cr!rrent Artbttldttce
E([ilc0lio]t Officer

Lln'dtt \I:ilsoLt - Parttntulit

(. h r istop lt e r'l.t rre / / - l'.t rd n ed l c .Jacl'n Brtttttrtl Sltt(/etil Ptrdnte(li(
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Humpty Doo Divisional Inspection

0n the 26"' Malt 2003 the Diui,sion aelcomed 28 naa Cadets

that utere enrolletl and presented u'iflt their Eptrulettes there

ttere also other autards that aere presented by Mr Hodgw

(Commi,ssi,oner)

Cadet of the Year -: Emily Macmillan

Most Helpful Cadet -: Elizabeth Payne

Most lmproved Cadet-: Kiran Klessa

Cadet Leader -:
Epaulettes presented -.' John Payne

3 yr Service Badges were presented

to - Ross Jacobson
- John Payne

Foundation Members were presented

with their awards-:
Kathryn Ainsworth
John Payne

- Ross Jacobson
- Tim Blott

On this impodant night, which
Coincided with our Sth Bitlhday we
were pleased that Dawn Bat and Brian
Madden were able to attend as they
were our foundation superuisiors of the
Humpty Doo Division. They joined in

with celebrations and they were asked

to blow the candles out on our Birthday
Cake and to open our party after all the
awards were presented.

It was also excellent to see Mr Hodges
(Commissioner) and Sue Cooper

fterritory Superintendent) at our
Dlvisional night as it is always great to
catch up with them.

It was also great to see the suppotl of
the parents in attending and bringing a
plate in which helped make night a
great success.

Thankyou to all the adult members,
Officers and Sargeants of the Division
for helping in organising this wondedul
night.

Written by Nola Hutchins
Photos by Daniel Macmillan

(. ) t t t Lli rt b ( l.u.' a Lt h(

Hrunpt.| I)(x) Ccult,l Di|isktn

I t,ilt tt 11,tt ,ttt,l ll,,,r,t 1l,t,l,/, ,, l'/ t' itt ttt tl', ,,ttt,/1, ' Ill i.zo bet lt. E t n i /J.' u ru I I( i rurt
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Cancer Council Shave for aCure Dry
StJohn Ambulance - Katherine supports the Cancer Council Shave for a Cure day.

1., 1i.

F*-Ju-

Vcnne (iurlrettt- Prdtl: ilt Piltlt.t!

* t) ?^ \" "t"" \ 
*-

Sl .JahLt (rct.t: K.ttherirx' ( leli riRl.)I ) Iict.'i.1t Illakt:. Jlark liergttson
'li'ctct' IQtLtt:lt. \l'al trc Gtntlren, € tll<'gutt Rotli
Frotrt r(nt. 1 v 1y'g1|d.t-/crck:sut boltlin,q ldsPer llo(li. €' I(itn V?slertt

6,1eCAAAPU
u&'$qe@@'kv-**b*w*

CAAAPU PROVIDE9:

A Re aidenli al 1 re alm enl' ?r o gra m:

Ihia programme proviAea indv dual and qroup cortnael:ng tn a heallhy' aate and car nq

env rcnnenL
2. An )ulreach ?rogram:
I'lomen'a Oay Care & \/er'c' )ay Care proqramo pr ov h indit dual & qroup counedl rq

0ulreach ia exlenAeA lo eubar'ance abuse ttffererq n prteon. tht qenera\ conmuntNy,

achoo a anA campe.

3, Atler Care:
r,iIer Care e ala\ov, '"tp proqramlor ctenl'a,lo ownqlreetnenr"whch tncludea

tornqr r1q,aA\acat:l,lnanctaladvtceandaaaist'anceinfindinqaccomnaialion
4, Ab original Alcoholica Aw arenees',

AAA e i cul'"ura y appropnaf'e, lriendy, ehar n4, anan'ilrYaut fel oweh p lhta is a apiri"ua

Qt 4b a -" q '' t"a qA'ct" po o - a s€!

Ceitral Auetralian Aboriginal Alcohol ?roynmmea Unil (CAAATU)

?O 1ox 8695 (290 Ragonesi Road) ALICE 57RING5 0071

?hone: (OB)b9555336 Fax: (08) b955538b

t:...:a::.t).:

t'a

{.ffih dt' tl# g
F 4 ffiq '*Pt",

Kiilt \l:6lcrit coltttrerl tntt slttlt'ecl li'et\r lQotclt seriorls bttsiness

Kct itt Blokc tltr IIIrn on lhe tnrttLt'r./



Ooaot(eoe
VEHICLE TRANSPORT

Att venrclEs TNSURED

REGULAR SERVICES FROM
DARWIN TO EAST COAST
OF AUSTRALIA AND RETURN

DARWIN

8981 0887
Fax: (O7l 3375 452fJ
Established 1 968

IN SUPPORT OF ST JOHN NT

Loxe Smn
SENVISE STATION

ROD & PAUL RUGER

M@bil
ONE STOP FUEL NNO TNNEAWAY

PATERSoN STREET, TENNANT CREEK

PHoNE (O8) A962 2455
OPEN 7 DAYS A \MEEK _ 7,OOAM - 9.OOPM

Proud to support
the vital role of

St John Ambulance in
the ltlorthern Territory

from

WUGUTARR
C.G.C.

Sponsored in support of St John Ambulance NT
.from

PMB 119

Via Alice Springs
Ph:89567454

AB
REFRIGERATED

TRANSPO RTATION SPEC IALISTS
COVERING REMOTE COMMUNITIES
in Northern Territory, South Australia

and Western Australia

PH | 8952 77 17
7 Ghan Street,ALlCE SPRINGS

General mechanical repairs and
maintenance to all cars trucks fi. trailers

Fuel tank repairs
11*l Tankers rP,{ 4WD's

i?tri Eontainers
893t 4?rr3

BAXTERS MOTORCYCLE ENGINEERING

CJJw. + qlr,t- Ba,xlzrL

Iel (08) 8984 4794 Fax (08) 8947 2072
email : baxlersmc@octa4. net.a u

2 Frank Court, BERRIMAH . PO Box 127, BERRIMAH NT 0828

ePoL"flBts' ,o"roil}

Qualrty Used Gars
North Stuart Highway

Alice Springs

Ph: 8952 8255
Fax: 8952 8144

OUlBACKAmbultnce JULY - 2OO3



Competition
The competition is open to anyone who reads the Outback
magazine.

We have included photographs below of some of our staff
members and photos of their children.

See if you can match the babies with their parents. The prize will
be for the first correct entry drawn after the closing date of Oi
August 2003. The winner will receive dinner for two at a restauranl
of their choice to the value of $l OO, anywhere jn Australia.

Prize will be valid for one month from close of competition.

Competition entries should be forvuarded to:
St John Baby Competition,
PO Box 40221,
CASUARINA NT 0811,

Entries to be receivecl no later than COB Friday Ol August 2003.

Please include a phone number or contact address when
submitting your entry

Winner will be notified by phone, results will be published in the
Christmas Edition of Outback Ambulance.

Please place a letter in the box below beside the parent photo
number, for the baby photo you think matches. ie j A.

Parent Photo Number

1

Baby Photo Letter

PARENT

S&.&*rr': " 
3qw&eS

2

3

5

6

BABY A

PARENT 2 BABY B

PARENT 3 BABY C

PARENT 4 BABY D

PARENT 5

PARENT 6
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Alic,e Assessors
Member, Australian Institute of Loss Adjusters Ltd

INSURANCE LOSS ADJUSTERS
CLAIMS IT{VESTIGATORS

Mark Goode Aff A.t.t.

Telephone (08) 8952 5777
P.O. Box 1708 (08) 8952 7022
Alice Springs Fax (08) 8952 8862
N.T. 0871 Mobile 0478 897 456

) better prices!

) personol service!

| 24 hovr quoles*!

KITCHEN, FAST FOOD & HOSPITALITY EOUIPMENT
. Kitchen Utensils . Cutlery, Crockery . lvlanchester, Glassware
. Chefs Uniforms Chefs Knives & Accessories . Bar Accessories . lce Making lvlachines

' Refrigerated Display Cabinets . 0vens, Fryers, Griddles, Combr Ovens
. HoVCold F00d Bars . Dish 0r Glass Washers . Stainless Steel Bench W0rk

Shoo 2 Milner Rood
(Cn; wilkinson Stre€ 8955 5388

Fox: 8955 5380 Mobile: 0418 895 492

CENTACARE NT
. Alcohol Awareness & Family Recovery
. Children's Contact Centre
. Family Violence Counselling
. Job Placement Employment & Training
. Mariage Education
. Pregnancy Support

18 Geranium St Coyder Building Cnr Giles & Ftst St 8 Hartley St

DARWIN PALMERSTON KATHERINE AIICE SPRINGS

Ph: 8924 3200 Ph:893299'/'7 Ph:89710'7'7'7 Ph: 8953 8012

Email: darwin@ nt.centacare.org.au

Accounti.ng & Bookkeeping Services
Specialising in

Servicing Aboriginal Organisations
and Communities

Phone: (08) 8952 7600
Fax: (O8) 895e 2647

Shop 4, Head $treet Shopping Centre
P.O. Box eel1 Alice Sprin€ls I\lT O87i

'e 
et tlrce T au,ttna/ S enuc"zo

Est 1975

Dig n if i ed, Perso n a I ised Se nrice
MEN/BER

tr-:u'n;
. lnterstate & Overseas Repatriations . Floral Tributes
. Headstones & Plaques . Pre-Arranged Funeral Plan

Serving
Alice Springs & Tennant Creek

Ph: 8952 2953 (Ar Hours)

Mobile: 04lB 897 230 Fax: 8952 4518
12 Kidman Street, (PO Box 1943) ALICE SPRINGS

TarnlIv
the

J{^ttcare Cenffe

For oll your fomily
hoir Needs

Shop lO, GPO Building
Covonough Street DARWIN

8981 5838

Proudly supporting the work that
St John Ambulance do throughout
the Northern Territory

LAJAMANU C.G.C.

Phone: 8975 0886
Fax: 8975 0988
CMB LAJAMANU, Via Katherine NT 0852

MERREPENARTS
Contemporary Aboriginal Art

Annual Arts Festival held
7-8 June 2003

Daly River, NT
Ph: (08) 8918 2533
Fax: (08) 8918 2766
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A bank wlth
more interest
in the Territory.
It can be a hard slog living in the Territory. And no one understands that better than

BankSA. Which is why we have a wide range of investment options with highly competitive

interest rates. To find out how BankSA can help you earn more interest, drop into your

closest BankSA branch at Darwin, Casuarina, Palmerston or Alice Springs.

Terms and conditions appiy. BankSA A Divlsion of St. George Bank Limited ABN 92 055 513 070




