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The Cancer Council Of The
Northern Territory meets the needs

of people touched by cancer as well
as their families and carers.

The Cancer Council is a non-profit,
non-government, comntunity man-
aged organisation which conducts
programs in educittion, prevention,
detection and support.

The Cancer Council is
a member of

the Australian Cancer Society
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ADVERTISER ALERT:
Walsh Media is appointed by St John Ambulance (Northern Territory) as the authorised publisher of
0utback Ambulance. There are individuals operating who claim t0 b€ representatives of 0fficial
publications who are sending bogus advertising invoices or proofsto advertisers of outback
Ambulance. We recommend you request a letter of appointment from the organisation &ey 6.laim to
represent. Should you be approached to place advertising,0rshould you receive an invoice lor
payment of advertising, ensure you verify the company's bona frdes.

ln particular, any invoice or communication should carry an address, not lust a P0 Box, plus ttie
name of the organisation on whose behall the publication is published. Also fie company should be

easily contactable and able to provide pr00f 0f publication.

Gover Photo:

Alice Springs Staff.

FRONT: (L to R): Katharine Taylor, Nicole Marchant, Kirsty Warren, Sandra Schmidl.
MIDDLE: (L to R): Andrew Naden, Dean Bugg, Tania Craig, David Brown,

Christopher Kupke, Stuart Whyte, Peter Wilson
BACK: (L to R): Craig Garraway, Tracey Zimmerman, Matthew Eastham,

Lyndon Ferguson, Wayne Bevan, Bruce Cullan, Andrew Mannix.
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last. I can also clearly recall making a similar
obseruation last year. I am left to ponder thn mystery and
need to ask myself - "nth! is it so?",

It really only seems like yesterday

that I was penning my Season s
Greetings to all associated with St
John and I really can not believe how
this year has just flown. Mind you,

there are some cleady identifiable
contributing factors. Firstly, lt has
been an extremely busy year.

Secondly some major changes have
been quietly sweeping through St
John in the vehicle, accounting,
training, management and
Operations Branch areas. Finally -
and this is the tough one to
acknowledge - maybe I'm not
getting any younger.

This edition of Outback
Ambulance contains a new initiative -

predominantly aimed at those loyal

and dedicated supporlers of St
John, who regularly advertise in our
official journal - a series of personal
profiles, contribruted by some of the
staff and volunteers, all of whom are
an important paft of the St John
family in the NT. I thought readers
might be interested to learn

something of the diversity of
backgrounds that are a feature of
our organisation and, through these
pages, maybe get to know a few of
our employees and volunteers a little
better. And yes I promise to do one
myself one day.

I would like to record here the
overwhelming sadness that swept
through the St John family in the
Northern Territory on the recent
tragic passing of young Tony lliou.

Whilst not knowing Tony anywhere

near as well as other members here
in Darwin, I can vividly recall him at
the National First Aid Championships
in Adelaide last year, when we were
able to spend some time getting to
know each other. I still see his
infectious smile, hear his laughter
and remember his great sense of
humour, mischief and team spirit and
am left to wonder....why?. No words
can mask the loss felt by Tony's
family, but lagain extend our
condolences and remind you Tonys
memory will never fade at St John.

I would like to record my
congratulations to Mark, Earle and
Rick from the Darwin Workshop for

their tremendous achievement in

getting the new style Mercedes Van

on the road. A lot of work went into
design, building, testing and fine-
tuning and the guys had great

support from local companies, with
whom they chose to deal. Well donel

As we go to the printer with this
edition of Outback, our
Communications staff are deep in
the clutches not only of new radio
technology, but also training in the
long awaited AMPDS/ProQA system.
Good luck in this most exciting
venture for not only the St John
Communications Officers, but also

for the JESCC itself. My thanks go to
Mark Jeffs for his tireless effotts in
resolving some difficulties that were
experienced and to all of the staf{ at
the JESCC for their cooperation.

I would also like to record here my
personal appreciation to retiring
Chairman of Council, Richard Morris.
Richard has served continuously as

Chairman since 1977 and has lead

St John through some demanding
and difficult times, as well as some
extremely enjoyable ones. He
showed considerable faith in me
personally, in both my roles as

Human Resource Manager from
early in 1989 and later as General

Manager.

I know everyone at St John joins

me in congratulating Richard and in
wishing he and his most gracious

wife Gael all the very best for their
retirement, eventually to colder
climes in Victoria. Thank you.
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General Manager's Report (k,ttitt uertl

Having just experienced the AFL
National Draft, I am very very
confident of a superb showing by
the mighty Collingwood Magpies in

20011!l I think next year we may be
standing in the middle of the
"lnternational Year of the
Magpie"...but only a few of us are
already aware of it.

He was just a cadet when I first
met him but before long he was
eagerly awaiting his clearance to
joln the 'Big League'. Although once
the clearance came through he still
remained a loyal and active member
of the Darwin Cadet Division.

As soon as he was an adult
member he joined two other eager

I would like to close by extending
my warmest and most sincere
Seasons Greetings to Councillors,
Staff, Volunteers, Supporters,
Sponsors. Readers. all Business
Colleagues and everyone's families. I

hope you enjoy Xmas 2O0O and
have a most prosperous, safe and
enriching 20Ol .

Merry Xmas and a Happy New
Year!

Cheers

David Baker
General Manager

In Memory of Tony Iliou
young friends to commence training
as a team and compete in the 1999
Adult First Aid Competition in

Tennant Creek. The bus ride to
Tennant Creek was a long, hot,
bumpy and bum wearing ride but
now holds great memories of the
fun we all had along the way. The
competitions went well and the
'young guns', whilst not winning,
came away with a hunger to go
again the following year.

One of the highlights of that trip
was the bifthday cake we had
arranged as a surprise for both Tony
and Michael Holmes who were both
celebrating their 18th birthday.

This year Tony, Michael and
Jaclyn Braund stuck to their
promise and competed in the Adult
First Aid Competitions held in
Darwin and this time were
victorious. They all willingly put in

hours of extra time training under
the watchful eyes of Romaine
Oorloff and Peter Poole and looked
forward to their trip to Adelaide.

They didn't bring home the
trophy but came away with much
more. They received friendship,
gained respect, had lots of fun and
have wonderful memories to
cherish. The photos of the trip are a
testament to the good times.

When anyone talks of Tony they
speak of his smile, his friendly and
easygoing nature, his willingness to
always stop and have a chat. He
was always willing to give a helping
hand.

We will all cherish our memories
of Tony.

Gwyn Balch

TENNANTCBEEK
MEMOBIALGTUB Inc.
BAR&BTSTROTDAyS
LUNCH 12noon - 2.00pm DINNER 6.00 - 9.00pm
. POKER MACHINES . KENO . TAB Commencing July
. EFTPOS FACILITIES AVAILABLE
Memorial Drive, fENNANT CREEK

Phone 8962 2474 for bookings

OUIBACKAU bulartce



Supporting
St John Ambulance TIO's philosoplry is .... TEANIWORK

Being No.1 takes the combined efforts of our underwriters,

claims professionals and risk management consultants working

together to produce the right outcome for our customers'

We specialise in:

Q Local Government Insurance

Q Business Insurance

Q Workers Compensation Insurance

Q Personal Insurance

Our philasoplry work*

66 Smith Street, Darwin N.T. 0800
GPO Box 770, Daruin N.T. 0801

Telephone: (OB) 8946 2222
Facsimile (08) 8941 0038

Or visit our Website at www.tiofi.com.au

CoNsTRUCTIoNS Prv Lrn

Ciuil Engineering
Contractors

Ph: (08) 8983 Ls82
Mobile 018 893 4L5

Fax: (08) 8983 L705
Howard Springs 0835

FON OilE OF THE MOST COMPBEHEIISIVE F/'ITGES OF FUNilITUNE

IIT THE TEBNfiONY AT AFFONDABLE PHCES.

YOU MUST VISIT & IITSPECT OUN HUGE NAilGE OIT DISPUY,

' Complete range of all furniture '
LOUNGE SUITES, ALL BEDDING, WARDROBES,

OFFICE FURNITURE, WALL UNITS, COFFEE TABLES,
TABLES & CHAIRS, PINE FURNITURE

. Electrical Appliances including'
FRIDGES, FREEZERS, DISHWASHERS, ETC.

. FURNITURE & ELECTRICAL RENTAL .

DARWTN 8984 4900 ALICE SPRINGS 8952 5722
Stuart Highway, WINNELLIE

Just past Hook Road.
Facsimile: 8947 0645

25 Kidman Street, ALICE SPRINGS

Facsimile: 8953 1018

wET - 20('0



Business Man3geJ!*,

Another year has past with the
audit process again complete and
the annual repoft printed. This can
be a very busy time and it is
pleasing to have it all completed,
knowing that we have complied
with all the necessary accounting
requirements.

The introduction of the GST has
been very interesting and time
consuming. St John is somewhat
unique in this area with our
charitable status looking after the
Volunteers, running the Ambulance
Service and actively dealing on a
commercial basis. With these varied
activities occurring under the St
John Ambulance Australia (NT) lnc
umbrella different approaches are
required to the new tax system.
Because the Ambulance Service
and the Subscriber Scheme fall
under the Health regime they are
exempt from GST. The Training
activities because of our Charitable

PROUDLY AUSTRALIAN 8 FAMILY OWNED
Est.1977

Funerals - Cremations
Katherine - Pine Creek - Mataranka

Tennant Creek - Remote Communities
Local and Interstate Transfers

Pre-Paid - Pre-Arranged Funerals
Monuments - Bronze Plaques

Di A Michael Wyatt
89721L86 All Hours

Fax89721631
9 Donegan Crescent, Katherine NT

within a very short space of time
and the efforts put in by the stag
involved has been excellent and at
time rewarding with the acceptance
of our pricing and ability to provide
the desired product within the
required time. I believe the activity in

this are over the next 12 months will
be high and hopefully successful for
all concerned.

May I take this oppodunity to
wish all the best for Christmas and
to thank all the administrative staff -
not only from the Danvin region -
for their efforts over the last 6lo 12

months.

Merry Xmas everyone.

Ross Coburn
Business Manager

status initially received full
exemption from the GST but this
was later reviewed (1 October 2000)
and now GST is chargeable on the
First Aid book provided as part of
the course material. The other
commercial activities such as sales
and the contracting of paramedical
services attract a GST if they are
transactions within Australia but
international transactions are
exempt from the tax. All staff have
worked very hard with all deadlines
met and the BAS statements for the
first quarter completed and lodged
on time.

The events of East Timor have
cedainly created additional work
and sales for the Danvin office.
There has been considerable
requests seeking pricing for the
supply of products that we would
normally provide on a day to day
basis. These requests are
sometimes large and often required

OlllB,ACl Amhnlnnrp



Training Managgts*,

Almost 10 years ago, the Ambulance Industry in Australia

started a project that aimed to idmtifu the range of

Ambulance )fficer. The outcome of this proiect uas the

deuelopmmt of a set of draft standards which, following

reJlectiue of the competmcies required to carry out the role

of an Ambulance Seruice. Aduancing the accepted draft

standards into something more binding came up agai,nst

snme difficutties whm looki'ng to set them agai,nst leuels of
the Australian Standards Framattork and the proiect

ground to a halt.

Earlier this year, the Australian
National Training Authority (ANTA),

through Community Services and
Health Training Australia Ltd.,
reinvigorated the project with a view
to completing the standards and
having them endorsed by June
2001 . Wrth a number of Ambulance
Services moving Ambulance Officer
Education and Training into the
Higher Education sector, there was

extensi,ue industry consultation tt)ere accepted as bei'ng

obviously some questions about the
need to proceed with the Program
at Vocational Education and Training
(VFl) Sector level. lt was, and still is
the view of the ANTA that, as long
as there is at least one Ambulance
provider training in the VET Sector
standards are required. An
addltional consideration today is the
number of private Ambulance
transport operators working in some

Competency Standarh appropriate to the rlle of an

j;

ft:St$g$

states who, at varying levels, will be
able to adopt the ComPetencY
Standards to their roles. The end
result of the project will be to
establish something like a National
Ambulance Cedificate, similar to
what has been established in New
Zealand for a number of Years now.

Another national project being
worked on is the develoPment of
First Aid Competency Guidelines.
These guidelines, when finallY
endorsed, will allow the end users
of First Aid training, PrimarilY
industry to put together a First Aid
training program suited to their
specific needs. They (industry) will

then decide if they are able to
deliver this training themselves, or if
they prefer to outsource the training
to a First Aid Training provider. St
John is well positioned to take uP

the challenge of out-sourced First

Aid Training. We have alreadY
proven that we are able to Provide a
flexible response to meet industry
training schedules, and for some
time now have been customising
training programs to suit a
customer's specific training needs.
Our national network ensures all of
our teachings are continuouslY
revised and updated to include anY

approved teaching points which

wET - 200('



Tr aining Manager'S Report ftiot t t t t tuect)

may be endorsed by various
significant authorities such as the
Australian resuscitation Council.

At a more local level for
Ambulance Training, Regional
Managers have been asked to
consider advanced airuuay
management options which may
include the adoption of Laryngeal
Masks (LM's) as a supplement to or
in place of Endotracheal lntubation.
Access to practical intubation
training is becoming increasingly
difficult as our traditional training
ground (the hospital theatre) seems
to be moving toward managing
shorl duration surgical procedures
with the LM's rather that by
intubation. LM's are is use in a
number of services and appear to
have been very well accepted,

although there are divergent
opinions among Medical Officers as
to whether or not they are more
effective than intubation.

The use of Clinical Log books to
reinforce learning in the classroom
is now a common feature of
Ambulance Training programs,
although some Student Officers, it
would appear, have failed to grasp
the concept that until their Clinical
Log is complete they will not receive
a final unit result. I am sure
everyone will acknowledge that
clinical skills, whlle able to be
introduced in the classroom
environment, really cannot be
successful assessed there.
Assessment of skills is best
undertaken in an operational
environment.

The Training Department looks
forward to welcoming all of our
continuing and new Ambulance
Students in 2001 as well as
everyone who will come through our
First Aid Training courses. Before
closing, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of the
members of the Training Team
throughout the NT for their work
during 2000. The year has not been
without it's challenges and while I'm
sure, there are many others to
come in 2001 we will be able to use
them to improve the service delivery
we provide.

Brendan Quirke.
Training Manager
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Peter Poole and Ralph Hansel on Public DLrt! il Gouernntent
House ectdier tbis .year.
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JnBIRU GoLF CI-UB
OPEN 7 DAYS

CLUB HIRE
LICENSED BAR

Set in l(akadu National Park
4979 2575

Fax: 8979 2777
Jabiru Road, Jabiru

SBA

@fFicffi
Major supplier of

all stationery, Office furniture, Office machines,
arts and crafts and computer accessories.

Orders can be place via phone or fax or e-mail

Phone: 08 89 818411
Fax: 08 89812070

e-mail: sba@sbadistributors.com.au

Address 135 Stuart Highway Parap NT 0820

Northern Territory Australia

Taking lt To The Bush ..,
Health research and education programs to benefit everyone

Research :

Ear, Heart & Kidney Disease
Nutrition & Diabetes
Malaria; Tuberculosis
Scabies; Social Sciences

Education :

BSc(Hons) Placements
Public Health Coursework
Postgraduate Degrees by

Research and Thesis

Enquiries :

The Business Manager
PO Box 41 096
CASUARINA NT OB11

Ph : 08.8922 8196
Fax : 08.8927 5187
http ://www. menzies.edu. au

GIIRI$IMAS
BUIIGEI

the things that

T nnnIToRv H nALTH S nnvrcns
Northern Territory Government

Spend your hard-earned money on

Bejrg

CRS Australia

Northern Territory's
Leading Rehabilitation Provider

Our Services
y' return to work assistance after work based injury
y' professional assessments
tl Employee Assistance Programs
y' Manual Handling training
y' Workplace ergonomic advice
y' Stress management programs
,/ OHS advice / training

Where to find CRS Australia
Darwin
Katherine
Alice Springs
Nhulunby
Tennant Creek
Kununurra
Mount Isa

08 8920 8000
08 8973 0300
08 8953 0973
08 8987 r3l0
08 8962 15l0
08 9168 1019
07 4743 8277

For more information on how CRS Australia
can assist you please contact our nearest Office.

wET - 2000



Avisit to the Olympic Games

(An extract from a diaryf

0n thel3th September I arriued i,n Sydney planfrom Alice
Springs andwas directed by a StJohn )fficer to go by train
to )lympic Park uthile my luggage uas taken by bus to
my accommodation,

I arrived at Olympic Park ready
for the full dress rehearsal. All I

could think of was that there were
so many people. I met up with
another first aider, Melissa Graham
from Norfolk lsland, at the first aid
post 1 15. We patrolled in the
Olympic Park and treated numerous
patients in the first aid room. The
night was spectacular with so much
atmosphere. After the rehearsal it
was arranged I be posted at the
train station for duty as people
started to leave. Thanks to Jackie
Sabo from Parramatta Division I

was directed to an awaiting St John
bus to be transported to Mt St
Benedicts Centre for my
accommodation for the next 20
l^.,^udy5.

On the following day a briefing
with all volunteers in St John was
held with John Spencer the Chief
Operations Officer (Australia).

Day 2 - 15th September -
It was time to familiarise myself with
the express bus route for Saturday
duty and had a trip to town by train
to St John HQ. After I took a trip to
Maftin Place in Sydney as the
crowds were building up around the
large screen in Martin Place for the
start of the Opening Ceremony.

Day 3 -16th September -
The stad of my scheduled duties
with Badminton.

Day 4 - 17th September -
I arrived to the venue and attended
to a patient straight away. A young
boy had fallen over and cracked a

pointed to the badge on Greg's
sleeve and said "St John". The
father said "No" and showed him
Greg's accreditation pass. He
thanked the St John first aider three
times. That made his night.

Day 8 - 21st September -
It was a relaxing day at the
shooting. I was up at 0420 hours
and took the bus to Lane Cove and
arrived by another bus. Our day
was busy wilh 22 patients. One
patient came back twice - once for
a headache, dizziness and the other
time with a cut finger. She was so
impressed she mopped the floor of
the medical first aid post. The food
in the staff tent was excellent and
abundant. The staff serving - I gave
them 10 out of 10. The
accommodation at Mt St Benedicts
was excellent. We had an excellent

house mum, Shirley Moon, who
kept looking after us all the time.
The nuns kept us fed and cooked
scones and cakes for us. Thanks to
the sisters of Mt St Benedict.

The games continued for the
next 10 days. lt was tiring but well
worth the visit to experience the
atmosphere and comradeship of all
volunteers.

Paul Maybank
Divisional Superintendent
Alice Springs Cadet Division

tooth and had it had fallen out. The
patient was taken to Medical 3 and
received further treatment. My duty
for the day was Handball.

Day 5 - 18th September -
I arrived at duty at Basketball and
attended a patient with dehydration
and vomiting. I attended to three
patients that day. I watched the
Australia vs Brazil and arrived home
at 1300 hours that day.

Day 6 - 19th September -
It was a day at the Handball. The
Handball was full on with good
crowds.

Day 7 - 20th September -
Was another day at the Handball. I

recall one patient who was a young
boy who had a splinter in his hand.
He was very afraid of treatment.
Greg, a St John first aider removed
the splinter and put a bandaid on
his hand and his father asked him
what was his name? The boy

OUIBACRAmbulance



StJohn's Baby Boom

If' there ls sonteiltlrtg lrt lltc uvt/er. .f'emule enQlo.)'ees of

St.lollt beuure; .)'ou coukl t'er'.t' u'ell be tte,t'l. Pregtuntc.)' ls

the 1n'omlnettl .fbulLtre o.f'lule, u'lilt set,etr Sit.loht emplct.l,ees

eitlter fregtuntl rtr ltut'lttg ltrtcl glt'err blrtlt. I u'us tlte.lirsl
oJ'iltese set'ert to.lull pregruntt. ltt u'ltut rtppeurerl to be tlte

.fh's/ of'ntutt.l',

My daughter, Bianca Adelle, was
born on the 2nd October 1999, after
having to be induced. Bianca
weighed in at 9 lb 8 oz (must have
been that extra 'cooking time') and
was born at the Alice Springs
Hospital.

'a\ G-

During my pregnancy I worked
'on road' for the first three months
and then went to Communications
for the remainder of my pregnancy.
After a well-earned rest and when
Bianca was around two months old I

eased myself back to work gently by
doing some casual shifts, and then
returned to full time work in April this
year.

Well if there was something in the
water, then Sandy Limon of Alice
Springs must have had a bigger
dose than the rest of us, as Sandy
gave birth to beautiful twins, a girl

and a boy, on the I Oth of May
20000. Now is that double trouble,
or double the fun?

Cyonie Jade, weighing 4 lb 9 oz,
and Kael Saxon, weighing 4lb 2 oz
were born at 4.56 a.m. and 5.05
a.m. respectively.

Cyonie
is on the left, and

Kael is on the right.

Sandy, a Paramedic based in

Alice Springs, worked in
Communications during her
pregnancy. Since having the twins,
Sandy has still kept her hands in

things with a few weekends of

Georg&

Paramedic back up, in spite of
her busy workload at home.

Even though Sandy has done a
few shifts here and there, she is not
planning to return to work fulltime
until the twins are a little older.

A"-
'a,

wl ivoniety

2-',
:=/l
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St John's Baby Boom ftontinued)

Marcel Clark is an Ambulance
Officer based in Tennant Creek. Her
little girl Georgie May was born at
the Alice Springs hospital on the
28th of April 2000, the day after
Daddy's birthday. Georgie was three
weeks overdue and weighed a
healthy 3.86 kg.

Marcel returned back to work on
a Casual basis when Georgie was 3
months old, and is currently back
fulltime. Marcel, like many mothers,
would love to stay at home, but can
see the advantages of Georgie's
interaction with other children.

The 1Sth of June 2000 was
Sonya Haywood's day to deliver.

Sonya, who works in

Administration in Alice Springs, was
delighted when she gave birth to a
healthy baby boy, Sam John, who

tipped the scales at 7lb 12o2.

Sonya remained at work
throughout her pregnancy, and
plans to return to work on a part
time basis in November.

Sally Haines, Alice Springs'
casual Training instructor, gave birth
to baby girl on the 13th of August
2000.

Chaice Jean Haines-Rice
weighed 7 lb 9 oz, and was born

with a beautiful head of hair. Sally is
currently enjoying time at home with
her family, and hasn't yet hlnted
when she is coming back to work.

Even Darwin is having an effect
on Ambulance Officers, which
Susan Eastcott can vouch for, after
she recently gave birth to her
daughter Lily. Sue remained working
throughout her pregnancy both on
road and in the Training Depadment
in Darwin. Sue ls still taking a well-
earned 'rest' and is at home and is
enjoying looking after Lily.

And finally there is Jenny Clogg,
Administration Assistant, Alice
Springs. Jenny is eagerly awaiting
the birth of her 2nd child sometime
in December, (a Christmas baby
perhaps?). Jenny plans on staying
at work fulltime until she's a bit
closer to the date.

Nightingales Pharmacy
Alice Springs

Health. Beauty. Photographics.
Souvenirs. Emergency First Aid.

Corner Todd Mall & Gregory Tce
Alice Springs NT 0870
Phone: 08 8953 6339

At the moment there doesn't
appear to be any other babies on
the horizon that we know of, but
with the run that we have just had it

would hardly be surprising.

Congratulations to all the
mothers, and mothers-to-be

Tania Craig
Ambulance Officer - Alice Springs

OU|BACKAmbulance



Kindly supporting St lohn in theTerritory

BC)RRCDLOOTA BULK
DISCOUNTS PTY tTD

BORROLOOLA
General Store, Commonwealth Bank Agency,

ANZ Agency, Postal Agency
Liquor Store. General Fuel & Oil Supplies.

RoetNsox Roao, BoRRot-ooLA 0854

PHone: BonnoloolA 8975 8775
Fax:8975 8723

PMB 157, Bonnoloou 0854

F Cooch/Cho rter/Sofo ri -Grou ps

& 4WD Comping Sofori Tours

m lndividuol or Group Chorters

Phone/Fox: (o8) 8952 2639
o4t8 890 l6s

8 George Crescent, ALICE SPRINGS

'NR@
Hel icoplers PIY Ltd

CHARTER - AERIAL WORK

o MTNERAL ExptourtoN o Ott ExptonRloN
o AERAL PNOTOONRPHY

. AERTAL AtrAsuLANcr BY APPoTNTMENT

o TouRrsT FuoHrs . AERTAL CnnNr OprnqnoNs
. LvEsTocK MaNnorurNr

Ooerdlino GPS'Equipped Turbine Helicopters
iustralii Wide cbiilete overhoul Focilities

for Rotary Wing Aircroft

7 DAYS A WEEK

DARWIN AIRPORT OFFICE (All Hours): 8945 0944

JABIRU AIRPORT

Fox: 8945 1 578
8979 2504

Sponsored in appreciation of
the dedicated work of the

St John Outback Ambulance Service
for the people in the Northern Territory community

by

TTNARIA#
wET - 2('00



CadetBand, Division

tt::t:ll6

Divisional Inspection 2000

*,,t v\J *,?

ZOE WEBB,
Most lmproved Cadet

JULIAN GERSTE,
Musician of the Year

STEPHANIE CLEE,
Junior of the Year

After the parade a shorl conced
was presented by the musicians in

the Division.

The conced started with Junior
Cadet Alex Haslett playing the
recorder, after one solo she was
joined by her brrother Jonathon for a

recorder duet.

This was followed by brother and
sister Jessica and Nicholas
McKenna playing two duets on
recorder.

Jonathon Haslett then played
two trumpet solo's accompanied by
Divisional Superintendent Frank
Haydock on keyboards. The solo's
were Beseme Mucho and The
Saints.

Following this Julian Gerste then
played two numbers on the
Saxophone also accompanied by
the Keyboards, these solo's were a
Gavotte by Loeillet and a song
entitled Spanish Eyes.

Julian was then joined by
Jonathon Haslett on Trumpet for a
duet entitled Moonlight and Roses,
accompanied by the keyboards.

Following the music the
competition team then presented a
display in First Aid.

Tt
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The Divisional lnspection was
held on Monday 4th September
2000.

The Division was presented to
the Commissioner, Deputy
Commissioner and the District
Superintendent for inspection.

After the inspection a number of
awards were presented.

The awards were:

PHILIP JACKSON,
Cadet of the Year

ALEXI MILNE,
Most Promising Cadet

-\ll

Ayers Rock
Resort

Campground

Ayers Rock Resort Carnpground
o Reception & IGosk o Pool o Caravan Sites o Powered Sites o Overnight Cabins
o Grassed Tent Sites o Hot Showers and Amenities o Facilities for Disabled
. LP Gas o Ice . Souvenirs o Phones o Laundry Facilities and Dryers
o Free Barbecues o Coach Facilities

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOT] SOON
Gaain Saunders and the Friendly Campground Staff

(OB) 8956 2055 Fax: (OB) 8956 2260

lon{ttbatt Hdslctt e htlian GetstL'

PO Box 46 Yulara. NT 0872.
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NHULUNBUY / GOVE
* SINGLE CAB UTE * DUAL CAB UTE * COROLLA

* CAMRY * LEXEN * 4WD

o Window Tinting of Cors,
Boots, Homes ond Offices

o Cor Detoiling
o Point & Fobric Protection
o Rust Proofing

"Ask us ohoul our Mohile Service"

43 Stuort Highwoy, Stuorl Pork, NT 0820

Phone 08 8981 2557
Focsimile 08 8981 3817
Mobile 0417 751 403

ilDY
CAR

ENGINE CENTRE
& TRANSPORT

Pty Ltd

24 Hour Towing Service
7 Days a Week

CarsoTractorsoTrucks

Float Services Available
for Hearry Haulage

Fully Equipped Workshop

Phoner 8947 l87O
72 Coonawarra Road, Winnellie, Danvin

M@bll
Distribulor
. Bulk Fuels
. Aviation Fuels & Lubes
. Certified Bulk Fuel Container Service
. Pre-Mix Marine Fuels
. Marine Bunker Service
. Lubricants, Greases & Solvents
. Synthetic Lubricant Specialists
. Remote Area Services

DARWIN & KATHERINE
PETROIEUM SERVICES
DARWIN
Dinah Beach Road

8981 2180
Fax:8981 7585
After Hours Sales
0418 892 610

KATHERINE
Stuart Highway

8972 1 938
Fax:8971 0193
After Hours Sales
0419 610 131
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also presented. This year's
recipients were:

Volunteer of the Year (Adult)
Jan Rowell - Darwin Adult Division

Volunteer of the Year (Cadet)
Jonathon Haslett - Cadet Band
Division

Division of the Year (Adult)
Tennant Creek Division

Division of the Year (Cadet)
Humpty Doo Cadet Division

The Commissioner would like to
express his appreciation to the
members for their pafticipation and
attendance at the parade.

'Ihe Administrator, Commissioner and District
Supeintendent inspecting tbe members

Cbairman Ricbard Motris presentlng fareuell
gifts to tbe Administrator on bebalf of St Jobn.

AnnuaIParude

Thi,s year's Annual Parade was held at the Marrara Indoor
Stadium on )ctober 14th, 2000 to be the highlight of the

IVational St John Week. We uere honoured to haue the

Admi,nistrator, Dr Neil Conn reuieu the parade esclrted by
the Commissioner, Mr Andratt Hodgw, This was zne 0f the

last fficial duties of the Administrator before his
retirement, Dr Conn expressed his congratulati,ons 0n a
well organisedparade and thanked the membersfor their
dedication throughout the year.

Members of St John Council,
Member of the Order and Bishop
Freier took part in a Capitular
Procession as part of the parade.
Representatives from the many
sporting and community
organizations as well as other
invited dignitaries witnessed the
event.

Medals and awards presented to
members were as follows:

12 yr medal -
Rod Hocking, Frank Haydock,
Jan Rowell

17 yr medal -
Alan Talbot, Ros Jones

22yr medal -
Brian Carnegie-Smith, Steve Peers

27 yr medal -
Joan Hunt

32 yr medal -
Phil Langdon

Members unable to attend the
parade were:

12 yr medal -
Dawn Bat, Bruce Jones,
Sonya Arnold

17 yr medal -
NoelTalbot

22 yr medal -
Pat McQuillen

32 yr medal -
Marian Grayden

Kelly Robinson receiuing ber auard

Kelly Robinson from the Darwin
Cadet Division was presented with
the Grand Priors Badge.

Certificates of Appreciation were
presented to Harry Murphy for his
assistance with the coverage of
public duties and Pat Chalmers for
her donation.

New awards for Volunteer of the
Year and Division of the Year were

- Volunteer of tbe Year

accepting bis 32 lear medal

OU|BACKAmbulance



LITCHFIELD PUB

BUDGET ACCOMMODATION & VAN SITES
. SkV Channel ' Keno
. Poker Machines r Bistro

LIVE ENTERTAINMEilT

OPEN 7 DAYS
"Home of the Litchlield BulI Atena"

8988 6044
Fax 8988 6163

Darwin River Road, Danryin River

W
Ir-.

I Darwin'sTakeaway geafood 1pecialiet'o 
I

sr OpenT Oayo lO.fOam - I'OOpm 
iN cdoruornren AIYIUoRDER! ir- Thone )rdereWelcome 
I

N lFannieOay?lace,Fanniegay(Nexrro ?izzal,ui.) I

l. "You won'l seafood better" Ia7llZz7l////zzzzlarf\\\\\\O

Sponsored in support of St John Ambulance NT for the vital role

they perform to outback communities from'..

MARY RIVERROADHOUSE

Gateway to Kakadu

Kakadu Highway

via Pine Creek NT 0867

Ph: (08) 897s 4s64
Fax: (08) 8975 4730

' Fuel and Oils
. Food & Supplies

'Accommodation
'Camping
' Licensed

IN SUPPORT OF 5T JOHN NT

LoruE STAR
SERVIqE STATION

ROD & PAUL RUGER

M@bil
ONE STOP FUEL AND TAKEAWAY

PATERSON STREET, TENNANT CREEK

PHoNE (OB) A962 2455
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - 7.OOAM - 9.OOPM

Tcnnant, ercck
E*pcriurn

Sponsored in support of
St John Ambulonce from

I Men's, Ladies & Childrens wear

I Gifts

I ToYs

r) Manchester

0 Kitchenwear

t King Gee Workwear

0 JVC Audio Equipment

Phone O8 8962 32ll
Fqx 08 8962 l44O

PO Box 60,TENNANT CREEK NT 086l

rcK
Ports
ACN 000 049 307

Providing Stevedoring Services
Darwin,'Wyndham and Broome

Livestock Carriers, Rig Tenders,
General Cargo, Containers and

Bulk Material Handling

PdsO Ports - SETTING THE SZINDARD

Contact us on:

Telephone: 08 8981 8533
Facsimile: 08 8941. 0604
Mobile: 041.8 893 584
Email: ian.wright@poports.com.au

L Kitchener Drive, Darwin NT 0800
GPO Box 775,Darwin NT 0801

wET - 20('0



Cadets in Action
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Pahnerston C&det Diuision
lj t t r( ) I nt et I I ce re nt r t t t-1'.fi t t'

nett'aLr(IPL\

Alice Springs Cadet Diaisiort
Ia t I D t t r t ltle.t, rr t ttl I? i c l.ur rtl
H t t I clt i tts t tzt t tsfbr I o

Arltrll Dit'isiott.

-q-q, $g,:Congra,tula,tions
lo Bctt FZrrfus.fittnt ll.tc.'llicc Sltrittgs
()rrlcl I)it'isirttt. Batr lttts beett cl.trxt'tt lo
n'prescttI Il.ta ,\?trlhertt Tcn'itot'), tttttl tt'rII
be tr iltentl:;cr rl ll.te 'ltrslrttlicnt Cadet l-'it'sl

,'lirl'l'ecutt. Tl.tc tctrtrt tt'ill contltcte irr tltc
IttlertrttIirtttttI C:.t(lat L()tnpcIit irtrt Irt Irc
l.tcltl itt,llttlttt'sitr i tt .\'rt'cnrbet'.

Et'er1'rtttc s.t-J's lhdl llJc

blrrt:k rttttl trhite kxits
lil,te rr pctt,qtrirt strit
u'ell tl.t is is ltr tu, .1t ttr

ttrrlk lilte d Pettattitt.

$
"qf?qs,-

./' 
*-\

I

#,"rd

IIumptJ, Doo Cadet Diuision
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Palmerston Cadet Division
JUNE 2()OO CA MP

In June Palmerston Cadets uent 0n a camp to Hayes

Creek. This camping tri,p was another st@ i,n complet'ing

their Campi,ng Profr,ciency Badge

We arrived at Hayes Creek
Camping Ground at 1 130 with our
ears ringing from the aMul groan
that Mr Langdon calls singing.

We had an instruction session on

setting up tents, eg to be under a

old dead tree or not to be under an

old dead tree, to have your tent
door facing the long grass so that
snakes can also sleep in your bed
or face them away from the long
grass.

After all the winging
and whining (especially

from those girls) they
arranged their tents, the
girls could not get far
enough from the boys;
not that the boys were
really fussed as long as
they didn't hear the girls

snore it was all okl

We had a quick lunch
and decided that with all

that hard work was over we
would collect some wood

for the fire that night.....the boys of
coarse doing a really good job.....

twigs and sticks weren't enough
with them wanting to choP down a
few trees I

Then it was time for a swim. lt
took the girls ages to get readY and

by the time the girls came back
from the toilets the boys were
already down the stream and in the
water!

Sunday afternoon, relax on the
lawn and veg out just before getting
tea ready. Why is this ladY running
in the heat? Why is she running with
climbing gear on? She gets closer,

she looks exhausted. Oh no, what's
happened? Her friend just found out
about gravity from half way uP a

cliff. Luckily, she was not seriously

injured, and with the aid of an

improvised stretcher, we were able

to get her back to camP.

Well it was great to relax around

the campfire at night, eating toasted
marsh mdlows and telling scary
stories.

It was one cadet and she knows
who she is that woke the whole
campground. She woke uP alone
(as all the other girls had gone into

one tent, 6 girls in a 4 man tent Plus
luggage very cosyl) and got a bit

scared started screaming out
"Help.....Some one HelP me" Well

the lady in the next camPing sPace

thought we were attacking her.

Everyone had to cook their own
hamburgers on an oPen fire for
lunch. We were a bit dubious about
this, but after being talked through

wET - 2000



Palmerston Cadet Division June 2000 Camp Gontinuect)
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how to make the first one, everyone
came back for seconds, and made
their own.

"At camp we had to take turns
cooking dinner. The first night all us
boys cooked spaghetti (sic) but Mr
Langdon spilled it. Luckily we had
more spaghetti. On the last night all
the girls made stew it had all sorts
(sic) of things in it but it was nice."
Jamil Hug

Footnote: We didn't have any

spare spaghetti, I picked up the spilt
spag and put it back in the
saucepan. No one complained!
Head Chef.

Joseph De Luca writes, "Ihe
Butterfly gorge was absolutely
beautiful, there were butterflies
everywhere. The bushwalk there
was challenging, but it was wot'th
it."

OltfBACKAmbulance
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memory would be the disco......The
whole camp was the most
enjoyable thing I have done this
year, even if I did come out with an

injury I also came out with a lot
more friends.'

'The camp was great and
everyone made a lot of friends. lt
was a lot of fun when we went rock
climbing at the YMCA. Swimming at
Ellery Rock Hole, which was
freezing, was also fun. Ten Pin

bowling at the Dust Bowl was pretty
good. We paid extra and went
camel riding which was great. The
visit to the Ghan and the ride on it

was interesting and better fun this

time for me. The disco on the last
night was the best. The music could
have been better though. The
movies shown in the camp area
were good too. The competitions
were also just about the best I've

ever seen when it came to setting
and realism.'

-John Payne, Humpty Doo Cadet
Division.

The 2000 District CadetCamp

The 2000 Di,stri,ct Cadet Camp was held in Ali,ce Springs at
the McDonald Range Carauan Park and started on the

seclnd of )ctober until the sixth, The camp included

arlund 30 Cadets, offtcers and helpers from all ouer the

Territory,

James Berry
Alice Springs Cadet Division.

The 2000 District Cadet Camp was
held in Alice Springs at the
McDonald Range Caravan Park and
started on the second of October
until the sixth. The camp included
around 30 Cadets, officers and
helpers from all over the Territory.

The camp was officially opened
by the Commissioner, Mr Andrew
Hodges, on the Sunday. With the
camp activities commencing on the
Monday. There was a variety of
activities, but I will let the cadets tell
you all about them.

'On the first day of camp we
went rock climbing on the rock wall

at the YMCA, for those of us that
didn't want to climb, there was an
initiative activity. The initiative was to
get about eight or nine of us from
one mat to the other, placed about
20 meters apart without anything at
all touching the floor. Only four
different sized mats, were allowed
to be used, the biggest one being
only around 40cm by 40cm, and we
did it. lt was great fun! On the
Tuesday it was competition Day, it

was a very quiet day. Although I

enjoyed it, I was glad when it was
over, and that at least one of the
Alice Springs Team won. Out of all

the activities including swimming at
Ellery Big Hole, bowling, camel
riding, Old Ghan Trip, and the
Sports Day, the most enjoyable

vuET - 2000



The 2000 District Cadet Camp @ontitruect)

'l liked the St John camp
because it was fun and I met new
people.'

-Dean A. Kliendienst, Tennant
Creek Cadet Division.

'The camp at Alice Springs was
good because every-one was
friendly. The comps were just as
good. They were held at Emily Gap
and just around the corner was a
little mini stream that was cool.'

-Naomi L. Lawson, Tennant
Creek Cadet Division.

I think that we can safely say
that the camp was enjoyed by all,

even the Officers and Leaders.

It's now time to make mention
of the Special event that took place
on the Tuesday. The 2000 District
Cadet First Aid Competitions. The
competitions were held approx 20
minutes out of town at Emily Gap,
a bush setting with a beautiful
water hole located nearby.
Competitors were picked up from
lsolation at the Camp and taken to
Emily Gap. Upon the cadets arrival
they were faced with a scenario.
The competitors had 15 minutes to
priorities and treat casualties with
limited resources. During the
scenarios all competitors were
marked on their performance as a

first aider. These marks are totalled
for the three individual events.

The winners for each event were

Cadet Leader - Band
Kylie Munro

Cadet Team - Alice Springs
Kate Anning, Peter Williams & Julie-
Anne O'Bryan

Cadet lndividual - Palmerston
Samantha Martin

The winner from each event
now have a chance at competing
in the National First Aid
Championships which are being
held in Canberra during January
2001.

Both the competitors and the
competition organization reached a
high standard, which made it a
pleasurable and fulfilling experience
for all.

The success of the carnp and
the competitions can only be
attributed to those who helped
organise the events and activities
as well as the padicipants. Without

the huge amount of effort from
everyone involved the camp and
competitions would not have
happened. I would like to say a big
thank you to all those who gave

their time for any part of the camp
or the competitions.

Last but not Least I would like to
wish those representing the
Northern Territory at the National
Championship the very best, you

have already made everyone proud.

OU1BACRAmbulance



R&T TRENGHING
COSTEAN EXPTORATIONS

OPEN PIT GRADE CONTROT
. POWER. TRENCHES . IRRIGATION

. COMMUNICATIONS

Phone RICK or TONI

Mobile O4l8 823 552
Phone (O8l 8945 2147 Fox (08) 8945 2147

P.O. Box 40545 CASUARINA NT 081i

AREA GOTITRAGTITIG
TREE LOPPING . FELLING

REMOVAL . LANDSCAPING
BULK WOOD CHIP . IRRIGATION

Telephone: 8983 126l
Facsimile:8983 l9lt

Illobile 04ll 692 155 AII Hours

PNOilPT SENUIGE

NABALCO,aworldclass
mining company committed to Australia's

economic and environmental future.

t f,any people are surprised to find a world class bauxite mine

lVI".O alumina processing operation situated on the remote

Gove Peninsula in the Northern Grritory. But that is exactly what

the Nabalco Grove Joint Venture isl

Exporting around $500 million worth of material each year,

Nabalco works for the economic future of the Northern Territory

and Australia by employing 1 100 people on site and generating a

further 3500 to 4000 jobs.

While people are Nabalco's greatest asset, our greatest resource is

the environment. Our strict environmental policy shows our

committment to protecting the world we live in.

Nobclco is looking to abright future working with people

and the enuiroment to rentoin "At the Top"

"Working in parnership with people and the enuironment"

For further information please call Nabalco Human Resources

and Public Affairs Department on 08 8987 5211.

AFMEX
AFmeco MruNo

AND
EXproRATroN PTY LTD

ACN 009 758 481

Proudly Supporting
St John (NT)

1833 Coonawarra Road
Winnellie, NT 0820

Phone: (O8l 8984 3327
Fox (O8l 8984 4351

@ cocEMAcRouP

Specialising in CAT product, old and new

Sprocket pressing gear for
Flat track Dozers
12E grader hubs

On site repairs to earthmoving machinery

Jeff Peterson
Email: petersonerm@hotmail.com
Mobile: 0417 986 822
Phone/Fax: 08 8988 2459
PO Box 1635, Humpty Doo NT0836

For nearly 40 years Henry Walker Eltin has been delivering civil
engineerlng and mining solutions to clients in the resources, property
and transport sectors in the Northern Territory

. Earthworks . Rail and marine infrastructure

. Mine site civil works . Land and property development

. Roadworks . Civil structures

. Contract mining . Plant operation and maintenance

. Local presence and local knowledge

Contact Robert Wilson
Henry Walker Eltin

656 Stuart Highway, Berrimah NT 0B2B
Tel:8943 1000 Fax:8947 1430
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The Olympic Experience

By Di, Munrl, Di,stri,ct )fficer, Darwi,n

We arriued i,n Sydney at Lane Coue on the 1lth September

2000 and stayed at the Lane Coue Ri,uer Carauan Park.

Being a lVational Park, you uould not haue thought we

were 'i,n the middle o.f Sydney.

The first day was spent going to
Redfern; to get accreditation passes

for access to Olympic Park and

other venues throughout the games.

The second day we were up at

06.30 to attend the briefing session

for St John Members at the Hills

District Civic Centre. Approximately
1200 St John volunteers attended
from all over the world. Badges and
pins were swapped in abundance

during the day and many new

friendships were made. During the

briefing it was explained that the

stands in the stadiums were on a

3O-degree angle and some people

may suffer from vertigo. During the
games I think more St John
members suffered from this than the

spectators.

My first rostered shift was on

Sunday 17th September at the
Baseball Stadium. Australia played

Japan. I didn't know much about

baseball when I first got there, but

by the end of the first half an

American visitor had explained it all

to me. Our team consisted of a
Commander and 4 teams. We all

worked together for the first three

days doing 18-hour days. On the

first day we treated 44 casualties,
ranging from cuts and grazes to
heat exhaustion and plenty of
panadol being handed out.

On the second and third day we

treated a casualty suffering a stroke,

one with a suspected heart attack

and more cuts and heat stroke. I

bandaged a cut finger for one of the
workers at the coffee stand, first

thing in the morning and had to kiss

it better for him (he was cute) he

could not speak english and every

time I passed him that day he kept

wanting to give me a coffee. I finally

agreed to have one by about 2200

hrs that evenlng.

Denise Biddle from NSW who
was our commander and was great

to work with over the three days

and our other team members were

from NZ, NSW and WA.

My next six days were working
as a Commander in CDOC in the
SOCOG Command Centre. I

worked with Mark Grayden from
Darwin, which made it a bit easier,

as we had common work practices,

which assisted when we needed to
dispatch First Aid Teams and

Ambulance crews to people who
needed our assistance. The

command room was quite large

with many volunteers working there

and also members of the Defence

Forces, NSW Fire Brigade and

SOCOG. Huge screens covered
one wall and we managed to see

some of the events on one of the

screens when we were not busy.

Our members were kept busy all

the time, attending people with heat

exhaustion, blisters, asthma attacks

and many other minor injuries,

Some of the more serious cases

included resuscitation at the

Olympic Park Station and an

epileptic seizure outside CDOC,

Mark was kept very busy on

occasions by attending first with the

Doctor until other members arrived.

The feelings of everyone working
there were difficult to describe in

words as everyone was in such high

spirits and the atmosphere of the

Olympics was just great. To put it
into many people's words, "lt was

awesome".

During one of my breaks I was

standing outside of CDOC on Herb

Elliott Drive, just watching the
thousands of people coming down
the street. They were all in high

spirits singing one of the common

things during the Olympics was
"Aussie, Aussie, Aussie, Oi, Oi, Oi'.
To my surprise this was followed by

a group of French people calling out

in response "France, France,

France, Wee, Wee, Wee". You had

to be there.

After a day off I then worked as

Commander at the Aquatic Centre,

for the diving events for three days.

We had three teams working in the

stands and once again, many

casualties were treated. I had the
pleasure of treating a young seven
year old boy for blisters and whilst
treating him he asked me if I could

swap one of my badges I was
wearing. When I told him it was a

special one that you could not buy,

he looked at me with sad eyes and

said, "You can pick any one I have

to swap". I agreed and to my

surprise, he tipped out his bum bag

on the ground and it was full of

hundreds of Olympic pins. (So I did

OUIBAGK Ambulance
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OREO MEVER PAUING
For paving exactly the way you want it.
Concrete and Clay Paving Specialists

UI{IT DEUETOPME]ITS
DUPTEXES
COMMERCIAT DRIUEWAYS
PLUS
Att DOMESTIC APPTIGAIIOIIS

8988 4222
Fax:8988 1915
Mobile: 0418 893 484

Air -conditioning
Refrigeration

Electrical
CONTRASTORS

tg62 ,o7',
l.ot !o31, Brown Street, TENNANT CREEK NT

'Keeping you Gool"

DJ FABRItrATTONS
ALL STRUCTURAL & GENERAL STEEL FABRICATION

STAINLESS STEEL AND ALUMINIUM
CFANE HIFE

METAL ABC SPFAY
JOUBNAL FECLAIMING

Telephone 8987 1422
Mobile o,417 9.23 244

Fax 8987 3612
Lot 35. Durack Close, NHULUNBUY

BRT,ISTOLIN
BI,IILfDERS

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL RESIDENTIAL

Building Praject Manogement, Design & Construction

AII Civil works d Developments

Mark Brustolin
Ph:8983 35ll Fax:8983 3522

Mobile:0417 865 386
PO Box 371 Palmerston NT 0831

The extra mile is
never crowded.

We're proud to supporl

the caring individuals

at StJohn Ambulance

who improve the
lives of those they
care for wery day.

Best wishes for
Christmas.

www.ey.com/au

l,rability liniEd b) the AwuunEnrs Scheroe,
approved under the Professional Standards Act I ss. (NSW).



The 0lympic Erperience Gorttittuert)

manage to find one I llked). So with

that patient happy, we then moved

on to a food poisoning case, with

one angina and so went the night.

As it was the night of the closing

ceremony, we finished our shift at

1900 hours, and then it was off to
Luna Park to see the fireworks

display on the Sydney Harbour
Bridge. This was one of the
highlights of my time in Sydney. lt

was great with front row seats,

thanks to Philip Bailey and his wife

for their kindness on the night and

the lift home at two in the morning

so we didn't have to travel on a

crowded train again.

I got to meet up with some
people I had met on my other visits

to Sydney and had dinner with one

of them one night at the North Ryde

RSL. Compliments of a raffle I had

won on an earlier night out there,

with members staying at Lane

Cove.

They said the volunteers would

suffer from post games depression

and they were right. lt took so long

to get here and was over so quickly,

now we have to find our next

challenge.

It is very difficult to write about

an experience like this, as I think

you really had to be there to know

what it was really like and for all of
you who did manage to get there,

you will know what I mean.

To sum up the whole experience.

I met lots of great people, the

atmosphere was great and the long

shifts were enjoyable, due to the

high spirits of all the people I

worked with. I would like to thank

St John Ambulance of NSW, for
their hospitality, as we were looked

after extremely well, whilst we were

in Sydney. Who knows, rumour has

it that we may be asked to the

Athens games in four years time!

,//////// '

Steue Peers congratulates Sandra Scbmidt after ber
Olympic Torcb ntn tbrougb tbe streets of Alice Springs
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F'rom the Dgsgrt Rats.......

Greetings from the desert outpost of Alice Spri,ngs

( 1 500kms foruard of the fictltlous Berrimah Line),
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Africa, Tony Denner who now works
for the SA Ambulance Service and
Alistair Toshach who is shortly to
return to Kiwiland. Between them,
Sue, Tony and Alistair clocked up a
huge amount of duty hours and
their departure leaves the rest of us
with some big shoes to fill. Good
luck to you all; and stay in touch.

Skills were boosted recently
when a number of our members
decided to take on Clinical Studies
1 by Distance Education. Enhanced
patient management skills can only
improve the level of service that we
provide, and improve the standard
of training for our younger
members. Either way, we can't lose.

TKTii{))r : \\ \\ \\\',r\\\ \\
Y2K has been an interesting year

for us here at the "Bottom End".
Our small band of vollies have
managed to cover one hundred and
ninety-three public duties so far this
year. Not bad for a group of only
thirty or so......and we still have two
months to go.

Far and away the most
interesting time for all of us was the
Finke Desert Race. lt just seems to
get bigger and bigger each year
and requires a huge effort from both
volunteer and paid staff. Crews
camped out over the Queen's
Birthday weekend and treated a
multitude of injuries, fortunately
most were not serious. Glen
Auricht, one of our Divisional
Officers, competed on his
motorcycle this year and managed
to finish the race without mishap.
Well done Glen.

The social side of the Finke is
always memorable; a number of
friendships were renewed (and a
few new ones made) around the

fires on those cold winters nights;
some of the campfire yarns left a bit
to be desired though. A total of
twenty-five paid and volunteer staff
were actively involved in making our
side of the race a success.

Membership, as always, is

difficult to maintain. Numbers
increased this year, however due to
a couple of recent departures, we
are down to around thirty at the
moment. Special mention must be
made of Sue Dorrington who leaves
us to spend a couple of years in

One thing, guys......when you

become Paramedics, just remember
where you got your start. We still

need you.

Finally, we would like to wish all

our brothers and sisters, in all

branches of St John Ambulance, a
very Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year. Yes, I know it may be a
little premature, but as this is the
last issue of Outback Ambulance for
the year.........MERRY

CHRISTMAS!!!
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LeucKEMms
Alice Springs

Phone (08) 8952 86\l
Fax (08) 8953 2909

Manufacturers of a complete range of...

Quality Stock & Poultry Feed,

Bread Flour and Pre-mixes.

74 Elder Street, ALICE SPRINGS NT 0870

TOP END COPIERS
PO Box 1695
Nhulunbuy NT 0881

Ph: 8987 1141
Fax:8987 1299

TOSHIBA COPIER & FAX
SALES AND SERVICE

TONER AND II\SER CARTRIDGES
COLOUR COPT CENTRE

OFFICE FURNITURE

Kindly in support of StIohn Arnbulance NTfrom

Consfuction

Earthwodrs

Nulsery/Environmental

AborigindArts &CraffsY.B.E. Pty Ltd
(Yirrkala Butness Ent€rprlses)

Melville Bay Road, Gove NT 0881

Phone: Nhulunbuy
(08) 8987 2233

Fax: (08) 8987 2632
Email: ybe@octa4.net.au

Proud to support the vital role of the
St John Ambulance, Australia in the Northern Territory from

AHERRENGE
Via Alice Springs

OPEN 7 DAYS
Groceries, Fruit and Vegetables

Meat, Bread, Milk etc

Phone 8956 9885
Fax 8955 9580

ARNHEMLANI)
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC.

"?'ltarq thu4ti Azo4tt "

Proud to support the
Outback Ambulance for the

vital role they provide in
isolated communities

ARNHEMLAND
PROGRESS

ASSOCIATION
(Inc)

GPO Box 3825 DARWIN NT 0801

Phone:

(oB) Bg44 6444
Fax:

(oe) BeBL 64L0

ffi X*tt"rn Teritory Goaernrnent

Territory Business Centres
Helping business do business
Whatever your business, and wherever you are based in the
Northern Territory, we can help you.

Tenitory Business Centres provide a high standard ofservice
and are the initial contact and referral point for all services

and products provided by the Department of Industries and

Business. These include licences, business planning,
e-business uptake and general business information.

Tenitory Business Centres can help you keep in touch with
current business developments, bring you up to date about the
latest assistance available and help you with any business
related issues.

-

Tel:8924 4280
Fax:8924 4290
Ground Floor
Development House
76 The Esplanade

--

Tel:89624439 Tel:8951 8524
Fax:89624413 Fax:8951 8533
Shop 2, Barkly House Peter Sitzler Building
Cnr Davidson & Paterson Streets 67 North Stuart Highway

TOLL FREE: 1800 193 rll
Email: territory.businesscentre@nt.gov.au

or visit our website: www.tbc.nt.gov.au

-

Tel: 8973 8180
Fax: 8973 8188
I Randazzo Building
1 8 Katherine Terrace



Staff Profiles

Age: Well l'm older than
Brendan Quirke but younger than . .

.than . . . hang on there must be
someone. . .

History: Born in Manchester
England but left there at age nine
when my Dad took a job in Hong
Kong. Spent most of my teenage

My name is Amanda and I am 21
years old. I grew up in the suburb of
Leanyer with my parents Bev, Terry
younger brother Lynden and our
German shepherd, Odin. ln those
10 years I attended Larrakeyah
Primary and have fond memories of
Daruvin having experienced several
cyclones, tropical down pours and
the memorable sunsets.

My family then moved to
Townsville in Queensland Ior 2years

David Rosenbe

years in Hong Kong and finished
high school in Japan. Went to the
US to study psychology but took a
break after two years and didn't go
back.

Been in Darwin since mid 70's, sold
motorcycles and boats for a few
years before taking a job at St John
Ambulance.

Family: Wife Elaine (oh yeah,

there's someone older than me!)

Four grown up kids, Jeff - area
sales rep for Blackwoods in

Gladstone, Karen - mechanical
engineer at General Motors Holden,
Sarah - sells security patrols for
Chubb, Shelley - baby factory
fourth due early January.

Amanda McNeill

where my little sister Mylindah was
born. Here I visited most of the
east-coast on holidays, seeing
tropical rainforests, vast sugar cane
farming and thrilling theme parks.

Relocating to Bunbury in

Western Australia was exciting to be
closer to where my relatives reside. I

enjoyed breathtaking coastline and
beaches for the next 10 years.

Bunbury Senior High was a grand
school of historical buildings and
was well located on a hill over
looking the ocean, beaches and
town centre. Whilst in the South-
West I visited the Karri Forests, tree
top walks, spectacular underground
caves and many impressive
wineries.

lnterests / Hobbies: Lots of
interests but none that I can affordl
Member of a local Rotary club for
nine years which I find very
rewarding and an opportunity for a
bit of fun while helping other people.

The Answer: People sometimes
ask why I have been at St John for
over twenty years. Well, despite the
occasional hassled days, it is still a
pleasant place to come to each day.

Beyond that, the real reason is
because I still haven't finished the
very first task I was given. On my
first day, I asked the boss what I

could do and he said "The roof
leaks, get it fixed". I am still trying to
accomplish that. So far, we have
not had a leak free wet season!

Eight months ago Darwin
became my home once again, I

commenced soon after with St
John Ambulance first of all with
case card entry. Whilst this
introduced me to the many
locations in the NT, I soon moved
onto accounts receivable where I

have met many interesting
characters of this generous
organisation.

I now consider myself to be a
local indulging in the true Danvin
lifestyle of rest and recreation.
Enjoying many interests of beach
volleyball, swimming, yoga, and
travelling, camping, fishing, cooking
and social functions. Now I can
understand why people do not want
to leave Darwin.

OUI9,AC'( Ambulance



litchfield
Physiolherqpy Clinic i

Guus von Gerhordl

Generol Physiotheropy Work
ond Sport Reloted lnjuries

Mondoy to Fridoy 12.30 to 6pm

Phone 8983 l812
Shop 4 Stovris Complex Coololingo

Howord Springs

ThehqqatNewqency rn thc NT F

glff;.i,etrl at Ceannna 9,qwre, Darvr n.

Our staff are lhe lnendhet and most
elhctent paple nthefemtnry fm.

Novy wherevet Wv arc
fi yov have talephone,
e-matl or tu and
a crdfi cardyan

We orqan* and namqe qwp lndw
syndoeta - ask?tJohn rn Darnrn.

Telephonet - (06) 69271732

anrurl-

?,lr{"iri3tr;,)N
and lvcky T afrslcf,rr tt*cE.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Automotive and Marine Batteries
. Century . Yuasa
.Besco.GForce

Extensive range of batteries for:
Mobile Phones, Computers, Camcorders

All Your Battery Needs

Unit 4/21 De Latour Street, Coconut Grove, NT 0810

K.E. ONG
& ASSOCIATES PTY. LTD.
STATE oF THE ART
LASER DENTISTRY
...TOMORROWS DENTISTRY ToDAY
. Dentures . Bleaching r Cosmetic Dentistry. lmplants
r Functional Rehabilitation . TMD Headache
. Family & Protective Dentistry . Crown & Bridges

Custom Laminated Mouthguards
Evening Sessions Monday to Thursday

"The Best lnsurance for your Smile"

a945 |OOS
Suite 14 & 15, Village Shopping Centre

54 Bradshaw Terrace, Casuarina NT 0810

. The Todd Tavern is the only traditional
style hotel in Alice Springs

. Low cost, good quality accommodation rooms
. Hearty low priced meals available 7 days

. Restaurant open lunch/dinner
7 days a week

. Lunch Monday to Friday - l2noon-2.00pm
. Dinner 7 days a week - 6.0Opm-9.OOpm

. Bottle shop with extensive display
of beer and wines

. All gaming facilities,
TAB, Keno and Poker Machines

wET - 200('



Staff Profile s Gonrinuectl

I was born in Alice Springs in 1969
(my favourite number). I come from a
family of eight children, having 6
brothers & 1 sister.

Attended O.L.S.H. Primary School
and Alice Springs High School where
I completed upto year 11.

During 1982 - 1987 I represented
the NI 5 times in Junior Tenpin
Bowling which gave me the
opportunity to see a bit of Australia.

ln December 1984 I left school to
start my career with an A/S
Accounting firm as an office junior,

which groomed me well in the field of

ID
t.t: -

Grew up in Bendigo, Victoria.
Moved to Sydney when I was 16
and really grew up. (Kings Cross is
a long way from Kangaroo Flat).
Spent 12 months travelling the
world, surviving (only justl) by
playing music in bars.

Singer, songwriter, actor, and
musician for 20 years. Appeared in

ulianne R A[l'. ldmlnistration - Casuarina

ofiice administration & bookkeeping.
ln 1988 I decided to have a change of
employment and joined the Mobile
Dealership team in Alice Springs.

ln 1989 I married David and we
are both the proud parents of two
children Jonathon 9 and Kate 3.

ln August 1992 David was offered
a position in Katherine. So after 23
years in the Alice I moved to
Katherine and worked for Hi-Level
Tyres, Woolworlhs and Katherine
Family Day Care. We enjoyed our stay
in Katherine, where we became
involved with the local Katherine
South Football Club 'The Crocs'. We
spent nearly 5 years there, clearing
our in time before the 1998 floods.

Easter 1997 brought along a new
baby 'Kate' and three weeks later
another move this time to Danrvin. I

was a lady of leisure for about 6
months while we all settled into like in

Dar I Shaw'. Ambutance

numerous stage plays, films, and W
shows, but the fickle nature of the
entertainment industry saw me
periodically turn my hand to other
pursuits, e.g. glazier, soldier,
gardener, greenkeeper, advedising
consultant, shower screen installer,
builders labourer, brickies labourer,
carpenters mate, painters mate, spit
roast caterer, hamburger chef,
deckhand, town crier, and life
assurance assessor to name but a
few.

After 7 recorded albums (1 gold)
and 7 international tours with my
band, I decided to get a real job.
Managed a banana plantation in NE

the Top End. I then became a Fami!
Day Care mum for about '12 months
before joining the team at St John's in

Oct 1998 as an Admin. Assistant. My
mdn role, taking on the jogs of those
delightful things called Case Cards
(dirty words), producing transport
accounts and answering any queries,

I also became backup for VJY
Outpost radio before its closure in

1999. Early in this year I had a role
change and I now look after the
Debtors, Creditors and Cashbook,
which with the implementation of the
GST in July, keeps me on my toes.

My interests are lndoor Volleyball,
Netball and Australian Rules Football,
(particularly Shane CraMord and the
Hawthorn Football Team).

ln my spare time I enjoy spending
it with my kids and especially making
banana cakes for morning teas at St.
John's.

Arnhem Land for 2years, became a
'volley' in Grove before finally joining
the highly skilled team of
professionals in Darwin. Currently
working in Comms.

Presently living in Leanyer with
my wife Jenny, two children Ben
and Amy, and dog Candy. Eldest
daughter Amber lives in northern
NSW.

Hobbies/lnterests: Fishing,
camping, scuba diving, bush
wdking, swimming, photography.

Likes: Honesty & integrity, good
food & wine, and good company.

OU|BACKAmbulance



DON ORANT
AUTO EIEGTRIGS

. MINING AND INDUSTRIAT
CARS, TRUCKS, COACHES

. STARTER MOTORS
Speciolising in
. NEW & REBUIIT ATTERNATORS
. REWIRING & REPAIRS

8952 ro5l
FAX 8952 Aa2l'

Cnr Fogoriy & Wilkinson Streets, ALICE SPRINGS

D J HOGAN
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
KATHERINE and Surrounding areas
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

Installation and Maintenance Specialists
Phone and Data Cabling

0412 334 063
Faxz 8971 1425

Email: dlhogan@bigpond.com.au
l0 Shepherd Street, Katherine PO Box 1930 Katherine

7ffi
3 Family Business

) 32 Years Experience
1 Locally Owned and Operated

t lnsurance Services Arranged
3 Approved Government Contractor

22 Pruen Road, Berrimah, NT - P0 Box 38065, Winnellie, NT 0821

Alt venrcles rNsuRED

REGULAR SERVICES FROM
DARWIN TO EAST COAST
OF AUSTRALIA AND RETURN

DARWIN

8981 0887
Fax (O7f 3375 4s28
Established 1968

Cadillac Transport
Repairs PtU Ltd

Also lncorporating

Cadillac Grit Blasting & Protective Coatings

MOBILE AND ON SITE WORK
GEARED FOR ALL SIZE JOBS

losl 8e71 2440
Mobile 0412 588 266

r All Mechanical Repairs r Welding and Fabrication
. Registration lnspections

LoI3264 Emungalan Road, KATHERINE, NT

9

HEAVY HAULAGE - LOW LOADERS

8962 2122
MOBILE: 0418 892 296

13 Eldorado Crescent, Tennant Creek. FAX 89622472

lngineering & fiansport
SPECIALISING IN

MARINE MAINTENANCE / PIPEWORK / STRUCTUAL STEEL

CERT, WELDING / ALUMINIUM &

STAINLESS STEEL WELDING

CRANE TRUCK HIRE

Mobile: 0414 728 966

Phone:08 8947 5199 I 088947 5177

P0 Box 146, Nightcliff NT 0810

E-mail: kattws@bigpond,com.au

Shed 11/4 College Rd, Berrimah NT 0828

www. kws.cigsearch.com.au

NEDIOH

CRANE TRUCK HIRE
(22 foot rroy)

o DARWIN & RURAL - WILL TRAVEL
. COMPETITIVE RATES

GARY HOBDEN
Phone/Fqx: (08) 8985 5762

Mobile: O4Ol O25 942
PO Box 37784, Winnellie NT 0810

wET - 200(,
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Bernie Kilgariff and Noel - Tbe Bandage Matt

Every Dry Seoson members of the Community Services munily Services Bronch con olso
Bronch trovel oll over the Norlhern Territory tolkj rces io your community obout
to Aboriginol communilies ond orgonisotifrsr ' ng ond exploroiion in the Terrilory.
obout mining & petroleum explorotion. ,

Speciol, fun, octivity-bosed progroms Mines&
hove been developed, to leorn 1o Energy
r Mining on Aboriginol lond
. How low con protect your lond
r Geologicol mopping progroms
r Mining interests on your country
o Mining Processes
o Extroctive Mining Rock, Grovel &

- 
- NorthemTeritory

Kote or Michelle on
51 89 or fox 8981 4806
oboul these fun ocliviiies.

Seasons Greetings to all St John Members and Staff from

Alunw l(ruc & Sons ConsrRucrroN Pry Lro
( A Proven Gontractor to NT Governrnent Departrnents)

. Earthworks . Drainage . Road Sealing
' Servicing the needs of Govt Depts, Councils & Aboriginal Comrnunities.

PO Box 568, Katherine 0851

Phone: (08) 89Zt 0020
Fax: (08) 89Zl 2299

Mobile=0412 8ZO 920

wET - 2000



Noel Ta\bot^ ! v -- T-il/i-Ail-Wfn A TASTE FOR HATS AND...

Noel is guilty of bauing

far too mucb.fun on
his recent ouerseas

holiday. Tbe bat
collection is in bis most

treasttred Possession
cupboard and NO the

lady in tbe Pictttre is

not bis wife.

$i". , "

Noel, when you run oul of
f,ea towelg, you know

where you can getr onell -

Tennan/ Crnnd ond Dit/ri"/
gunera^f Seroices

Caring, honest service from a local company.
Prices to suit Your budget.

. Caskets . Coffins . Wreaths
. Flower Arrangements ' Headstones

TENNANT CREEK . MT ISA. ALICE SPRINGS
Shop 6 Marks Arcade, Tennant Creek

Phone Noel or Sue Davis on8962 2209 (all hours)
9n Sy*pa/Ay ai/A Jerci/orians

Terrilory Dry Clcancts
and Laundrl

Member of the Dry Cleaning
Institute o.f Australia

Phone/Fax: 8t53 0009
7I Gregory Tercace, Alice SPrings

OatfBACKAmbillance



Otitis Media
NT ABORIGINAL HEARING and
PB()GBAIT Conductive
CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE INC.

Hearing Loss
The NT Aboriginal Hearing Program is a joint NT Education Department and Territory Health Services
Initiative that provides appropriate intervention and support to reduce the long-term effects of Otitis Media.
* Otitis Media is a middle ear infection that can cause a hearing loss.
* The infection often starts early in life, eg in babies.
* The hearing loss affects language and learning at home and in school.
** FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR NEAREST ABORIGINAL HEARING PROGRAM
CO.ORDINATION COMMITTEE MEMBER OR EDUCATION OFFICER:

AHPCC Inc.
Darwin .Joe Daby (Chair)
Galiwin'ku Peter Rrawali
Umbakumba .....................Ha2e1La1ara
Borroloola .Roddy Friday
Tennant Creek........... .........Judy Nixon
Alice Springs........................................Chippy Miller
Hermansbur9................... ..Peter Stuart

Yirrkala ...........Merrkiyawuy Ganambarr
Galiwin'ku ............Wukutjpa Gurruwiwi
Bulla Camp ..........jack Little
Ampilatwatja................... .....Karen Foster
Tennant Creek........... .........C1iff Plummer
Alice Springs.................... ...Patrick AhKit

COSMETIC
EI{HAI\CEMENT

is now available to everyone

# r"g vein removal

ffi Resrylane - Lips, fine lines, wrinkles

# coilugen Implants

# chemical Peels

# Fro-n Line Treatment

ffi Laser treatment for broken capillaries
on face and sun spots

All treatments carried out by
our experienced medical practitioners

COSMETIC & MEDICAT ASSOCIATES
(Vein Cl:inics of Australia)

Suite 9, Tiwi Medical Centre
Rocklands Drive, TIWI

Call for more information
of an appointment

Phonez 8927 9L88

RO YAL SERVICE
OF AUSTRALIA

VISITOR CENTRE
ALICE SPRINGS

Visit a working base in operation since 1939,

and learn more about this unique service.

View an informative video and observe the
coordination of 'real time' medical evacuations.

. Enjoy our interactiue museuln.

. Purcbase quality souuenirs from
our souuenir sbop.

. Refresb and relax in our cafe boused in
one of tbe toun's finest beritage buildings

7or/// d uuil ot4t to fu uiuord
Stuart Terrace, Alice Springs

Phone (08) 8952 ll29
OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9am - 4pm

Sunday 1pm - 4pm
Closed some public holidays.
Small admission fee applies.

OU|BACKArnbulance



WrsrERN DrEsEl
N.I. PTY lTD

IRUGK. TRAGTOR AND EOUIPMENT SPECIAIISTS

TOYOTA

INDUSTRIAL

Aerodynamic Performance, Strength and Power. Spacious working
environment. Design flexibility PURE POWER. Kenworth. Built tough

NZ
TEWHOIIA

FOR ALL SALES,
SERVICE AND
SPARE PARTS

We olso stock
All Stihl oroducts
New Hollond, Boomer
ond Viking ride-on
mowers.

The Tenitory's premium small to medium trucks. We provide a large
range of genuine parts and quality service.

I 143 Stuort Highwoy Berrimoh. PO Box 2750, Polmerston NT O83l . Telephone 08 8924 9100 Focsimile 08 8924 910i
225 North Stuo* tiighwoy. PO Box 3846, Aiice Springs NT 0870 . Telephone 08 8952 l37Z Focsimile 08 8953 0822

AUTOMOBILE ASSOGIATION OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY INC

Assisting Motorists in the Northern Tbrritory since 1963

MeMenRSHTP BeNurrrs TNcLUDEs

Road Service
Insurance Services though GIO

Maps & Towing Infonnation
Special Rates with Hertz Rent a Car

Reciprocal Benefits Interstate & Overseas

For further infonnation call08 89813837
or your nearest AAhIT Service Provider.

AANT 79-81Srnith St Darwin



PROTECT THE NATURAL GAS PIPELINE

The Natural Gas Pipeline transports gas from the Amadeus Basin in Central
Australia to provide fuel for most of the Territory's power stations.

Damage to the buried pipeline could not only interrupt the Territory's vital ener-

gy supply, but could cause severe injury. Under the Energy Pipelines Act unau-

thorised activity on the pipeline easement could incur penalties of up to $10,000
or 5 years imprisonment.

For your own safety do . . .
. contact NT Gas when planning work on

or near the pipeline;

. get approval from NT Gas before working
near the pipeline;

. notify NT Gas if you see others working
near the pipeline;

. ask NT Gas for any information or
assistance regarding the pipeline;

. inform NT Gas of any damages, or
erosion, which you may observe.

Anddonot...
. cross the pipeline with heavy loads;
. blast within 50 metres of the pipeline;
. excavate, dig holes or erect fences;
. sink wells or bore holes;
. erect structures on the easement.

TENNANT CREEK


