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NT Cervical Screening Program is a program aimed at encouraging women to have Pap smears every two years. Pap

smears can detect the early warning signs that cancer of the cervix may develop.

You need to have a Pap smear it:
. You are a woman
. You have ever had sex
. lt is more than 2 years since your last Pap smear

If you are not sure about whether you need to have a Pap smear talk to your local doctor.

To have a Pap smear contact:
. Your local general practitioner
. Aboriginal medical services
. Family Planning NT
. Some community care centres
. Remote community health centres
. Clinic 34

The NT Pap Smear Register is a new service set up by NT Cervical Screening Program for women who wish to be

notified if their Pap smear is overdue. Women can join the Register when they have their next Pap smear. Once on the

Register, women will receive a letter reminding them to have a Pap smear if they become overdue.

LOOKING AFTER YOUR HEALTH WITH REGULAR PAP SMEARS COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!

ANY QUESTIONS? Ring 131 556

NT BREAST SCREE

I 0 oooD REAsoNs wHy you sHoutD cALt us

I One in l4 Austrolion women will develop breost concer during their lifetime,
2 Over 2,600 women in Austrolio died of breost concer lost yeor
3 This screening progrom oims to reduce deoths from breost concer by oi leost one-third,
4 The eorlier breost concer is found, the better the chonce il con be culed, even withoul such treotments

os chemotheropy or mostectomy (removol of the breost),
5 The breost screening progrqm is for oll well women over 40, but especiolly for women over 50 yeors.

6lhe service is very privote ond you will hove your screening mommogrom loken by o womon.
7 Mommogroms (breost X-roys) ot the NT Breost Screen Clinic ore FREE.

8 The oppointment tokes obout 20 minutes,
9 NI Breost Screen is o multiculturolfocused orgonisotion, We con provide on inlerpreter free of chorge for

your oppointment,
l0 We keep oppointments free every doy for women from remote/rurol oreos who ore visiting Dorwin ond

Alice Springs,

NT Breast Screen has a full-time screening service in Darwin and a part-time service
in Alice Springs. The unit will also be visiting regional centres during the year.

Call us NOWlor further information or an appointment on

13 20 50
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Boarding at
Seymolff . ,.
a home azuay

SEYMOUR
COLLEGE ?from home!
546 Portrush Road
Glen Osmond
South Australid 5064
Phone 08 8379 001 1

Fax 08 8379 9796

Boarding at Seymour College will provide your
daughter with:

. A warm, friendly, caring Boarding House

. A broad, comprehensive curricultun

. An extensive co-curricular programme

. Outstanding facilities in a safe and secure
environment

. A very comrnitted staff

For more information
about the College,
the curriculum and
the scholarship
programme, please
contact the Director
of Admissions,
Mrs Elaine Curran.

Like to
Got a complaint?

do something constructive about it?

ls it about

Level 12. NT House
Cnr. Mitchell & Bennett
Streets

DARWIN
Ph: (08) 8981 8699
Fax: (08) 8981 2068

The Healtli and Community Services

Complaints Con-rmission can assist with
concerns about:
. all areas of health services:
. services for the a-eed; and
. services fbl people with a disability,
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a Government Agency?

OMBUDSMAN for the
NORTHERN TERRITORY
The Ombudsrnan can trssist with
concerns about:
. ei -qovel'nfflent department;
. a town council:
. the NT Police Service: or

Is it about a health or community service?

INCLADING BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SERVICES. any other NT Govelnment autholity.

The Ombudsman and the Commissioner are both independent, irnpartial and provide a free service. They will try to help
you resolve your cor.nplaint and have the power to conduct a full investigation if necessary.

Cornplaints can be made in person, over the phone, through an advocate, representative or close relative. Organisations

and. in the case of the Comrnissior.r, other health providers can also complain.

For more infbrrnation, please contact either the Ornbudsman or the Commission:

Freecall: 1800 806 380 (from July I, 1998)

POSTAL
ADDRESS
GPO Box 1344
DARWIN O8O1

Belvedere House
Cnr. Parsons & Bath
Streets

ALICE SPRINGS
Ph: (08) 8953 4933
Fax: (08) 8953 1706
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C(lMMUNItlUE

General l{anagerb Report
Although the floodwaters hoye receded ond Katherine and DougloslDoly residents

ore still trying to find normality and sonity after the mddness ond destruction

caused by the floods, our heorts ore still with everyone offected by the disoster.

So much hos been written ond soid obout the tremendous spirit shown by

residents ond those who went to ossist, thot all thot is left is to say a heortfelt...

ThonkYou.

his edition of Outback
Ambulance should hit the
streets about the time of the
I 998 Investiture/Graduation
ceremony - and we will have

a full story and pictures for the next
edition. But, albeit prematurely, our
thanks again go to His llonour the
Administrator and Deputy Prior, Dr
Neil Conn and Patron Mrs Lesley
Conn, for hosting this special event.
This year we will also be papng trib-
ute to Katherine relief workers. And,
of course, my sincere congratulations
to all Investiture and Graduation
recipients.

A warm welcome to our new stu-
dent intake for 1998, particularly the
seven new Clinical Studies I employ-
ees - Ann-Maree Muscat, Tania
Bryant, Sue Eastcott, Daniel Mahar,
Craig Stevens and Stephen
Thompson - who were joined in
CSl by Graham Watson from
Mandorah. Best wishes to all who
enter t}re AOTC this year. Of parti-
cular note for the AOTC this year,
will be the conduct of both a

Paramedic Course and also a

Paramedic Workshop.
Enterprise bargaining discussions

are to the fore at present and I again
urge all involved to accept the en-
vironment in which these discussions

are held and the outcomes both par-
ties seek. It is always an interesting
time.

For any employee/member who is
keen to access Internet sites andlor
have e-mail delivered to StJohn (no,

not personal mail), we have two
e-mail addresses - one for taining
Branch - siaant@ ozemail.com.au
and a general address - sjaant
@taunet.net.au.

I would like to extend personal

congratulations to Ross and Leanne
Coburn on the safe arrival of
Nicholas and to Jenny and Kevin
Slater on the birth of their first child

- Megan. And congratulations also to
Samuel's proud new grandparents
Richard and Gael Morris.

Staff would be aware by now of
the commencement of a 12 month
Business/Strategic planning process,

which has commenced with Council
going through a structured process
to develop mission statements, objec-
tives etc. These will then be referred
to an Internal Reference Group, with
representation from all categories
and locations in which St John has a

presence. This is an extremely
important development for St John
in the NT and during this process,

everyone will have a chance for input
into the final document.

Katherine and Tennant Creek
were host to visiting dignitaries this
month. On 6 March, His Excellenry
Sir William Deane, Governor-
General of Australia, together with
Lady Deane, His Flonour The
Administrator, Dr Conn and Mrs
Conn visited Katherine, a visit I can

assure readers was received with
great warmth and pleasure. It Ieft a

lasting impression.
In February, Councillor Bern

Kilgariff hosted an evening BBQ and

presentation of new staff and man-
agement in Tennant Creek. It was a

pleasure to host local people and to
introduce them to Regional Manager
Steve Peers, Deputy Craig Garraway
and local OIC, paramedic Brad
Gough, who has 'returned to the
fold'. My thanks to Tennant Creek
residents for their support.

Negotiations should, by the time
we go to print, have been successfully

concluded (I sincerefu hope so) to
enable Palmerston Operations and
Training Branches to operate in
much more spacious and appropriate
accommodation in Palmerston.
Leading Corporate Citizen -
Territory Insurance Office - had
space available and St John had
approached TIO to reach agreement
on securing it.

Finally, although I have already
touched upon it, I am sure all staff
join me in congratulating the suc-
cessful appointees, following the
operational re-structure. The new
structure does a number of things,
but primarily should open up chan-
nels of communication within the
operational area.

See you next edition.
Collingwood for the flagl Despite

a less than impressive start. Belinda Petersen
David Baker checking tbe

General Manager 4WD
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The Rev. John Flynn had a vision of care for aged
people in the Northern Territory. licday the same
spirit continues in Frontier Services' Nursing
Homes in Alice Springs (Old Timers and Flynn
Lodge), Tennant Creek (Pulkapulkka Kari),
Katherine (Rocky Ridge) and Darwin (Chan Park).

Each home has a wide range of services offering
both permanent and respite care needs.

Our professional staff provide 24 hour care in a

homely environment. We're also ready for those
times when an emergency happens and special care
is needed immediately.

Our respite care beds give the carer of a frail
elderly person a much needed break. Respite care
can be booked in advance while financial help is

available on application to a Care Respite Centre.

The homes provide social activities and
opportunities for interaction. lt's all part of our
approach to aged care.

Frontier Services has had an enduring commitment
to the people of the outback. lt is now the biggest
provider of residential aged care in the Territory.
Our nursing homes will never replace the family
home but for many aged people they are the
closest thing to it.
Approval for respite and/or permanent admission
to the nursing homes is given by the regional Adult
Assessment Team.

Call one of our Directors of Nursing today for
further information.
. Mary Miles - Alice Springs (08) 8952 2844
. Marg Hood - Tennant Creek (08) 8962 1222
. Caroline Phillips - Katherine (08) 8972 3399
. Ruth Hulls - Flynn Lodge (08) 8952 1963
. fo Goodear - Darwin (08) 8932 1005

.@\h?6/
&rvlctb
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Northern
Territory

Open
Education

Centre
Do You Want:

a

a

a

a Junior Secondary Studies Certificate
(JSSC)

a Northern Territory Certificate of
Education (NTCE)

a second chance at school no matter
how old you are

to study at home at your own pace

to prepare for tertiary education

to study to improve your employment
or promotion prospects

to improve your communication skills?

If you do, contact:

Toll Free: L800 062 235
Phone: (08) 8922 2292

Facsimile: (08) 8922 2232

PO Box 40471
Casuarina, NT 0811
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Buslness l{anager's Report
1998 is well dnd truly uPon us ond the completion of another financiol yeor is but

o couple of months dwdy.

I ;i:i.':'ld,rKT'il:? i:11
I tbrmed at never betbre seen lev-
I els and at a parcicularly high stan-
I arra thror.rghorrt the Katherine
flood disaster. The support from staff
and volunteers from outside the
Katherine Region for our members
and the community of Katherine has

been remarkable and all concerned
should be congratulated. The Centre
in Katherine did go under water but
not to the extent of other houses and
business premises in town, and
thanls to some good insurance cover
(TIO) we were able to replace all
damaged equipment.

Wth a growing and aging popu-
lation we are finding that the physi-
cal and financial demands placed on
all the arms of St John (NT) is
increasing at a greater level than ever
anticipated. This, combined with the
support required for the Katherine
residents, has resulted in StJohn not
being able to resolve our three (3)
year contractual agreement with
THS. ln the interim we have contin-

ued providing the agreed Service
with the same level of funding as the
previous year. With the finances
becoming tighter it is very pleasing
to see our Sales Departments pro-
ducing record months for both
February and March. In Darwin Phil
Hibble has taken over from the retir-
ing Gordon Bowman and has added
a stronger Occupational Health and
Safety focus to the position. Noel
Thlbot has been appointed as a full
time sales person for the Southern
Region and his presence out and
about in the whole Region has been
very beneficial to the Organisation.

We have seen a great interest in
our provision of Paramedical
Services to the mining and offshore
exploration sectors to the extent that
we now provide contracted personnel
to three (3) mine sites and on three
(3) vessels. This is a new venture for
St John (ftrT) which, combined with
the add-on sales that we provide to
these sites, is becoming a bonus for
us financially.

Just recently we have seen the

arrival of six new imported twin berth
Ambulance vehicles (four GMC and
two Ford F250) which has resulted in
the vehicle replacement program
moving in a positive direction. We
now have some eleven (11) twin berth
vehicles on the road less than two (2)

years old. This should see a great
reduction in fleet maintenance costs.

After seventeen (17) years with St

John on a full time basis Leonie
Harvey in the Administration area
has decided to change her employ-
ment to part time so as to pursue
other work and social interests. We
wish her all the best. Leonie will cer-
tainly be required with the audit
process coming up and we are
endeavoring to have the audit com-
pleted early so that there is no rush
to have everything ready for the
AGM in November.

I would like to take this opporru-
nity to publicly thank ail my staff for
the great efforts they have put in
over the last year.
Ross Coburn
Business Manager

HelicalRotor
Submersible MONO PUMP$.=.= u

Solar Water Pumping.
Totally automatic, solar water pumping systems,

for bores, dams, floating or surface mounted, for
stock water or domestic use.

Borehole Pumps from Mono@.

With benefits such as eacy access, amazingly

long life, low maintenance, low power consump-
tion for lower cost water supply.

pump package
For more information telephone the Mono
Pumps Darwin Otfice on 08 8984 3099

ADV585/2

Mono Pumps
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Need to run a
Training Course,

Meeting or Conference?

LET OUR FRIENDLY ETAFF HELP MAKE YOOR NEXT F(NCTION

A SUCCESS...
We haue faci.lties for hire in:

Jnnnu o NHuluxBOY o Knrnnnure E Tennnxr Cnenn

Rooms for small and large groups, audio visual equipment, catering facilities
and staff to help with registration and set up.

Enquire about our competitioe rates:
Jabiru Training Centre 8979 2442. Nhulunbuy Training Centre 8987 0488

Katherine Training Centre 8973 8444. Tennant Creek Training Centre 8962 4392

NORTHERN
TERRITORY
EMPLOYMENT
AND TRAINING
AUTHORITY

Otitis Media
}TT ABSRIGINAL HEARING ANd

PB(}GBAIT Conductive

CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE INL.
Hearitg Loss

The NT Aboriginal Hearing Programme is a joint NT Education Department and Territo-ry He{!h.S9t1rt_ce.s.

Initiative that lrovides app*.opri-ate interveniion and support to reduce the long-term effects of Otitis Media.
n Otitis Media is a middle ear infection that can cause a hearing loss.
* The infection often starts early in life, eg in babies.
* The hearing loss affects language and learning at home and in school.
** FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR NEAREST ABORIGINAL HEARING PROGRAMME

CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE MEMBER OR EDUCATION OFFICER:

EDUCAIION OFFICERS

Fax: (08) 8987 2790

AHPCC Inc.
Numbulwar ....................Harry Yalangani
Yirrkala ..........Merrkiyawuy Canambarr
Galiwin'ku ............Wukutipa Gurruwiwi
Bulla Camp .....Jack Little
Ampilatwatja .......................Karen Foster
Tennant Creek ...................C1iff Plummer
Alice Springs ......................Patrick AhKit

! ournncx AMBULANCE, Dry season 1e98



INIERNATIllNAT

Pommle Paramedlc
Quite d few people hoye osked me what life is like within the London Ambulonce

Seryice (LAS) so I thought an article giving a brief outline would be o good ideo.

fter spending 12 years as a
Ambulance officer/Paramedic
in London, I decided it was

time for a change, and after a

holiday in Australia, it seemed

the perfect place to come for a new
challenge. I wrote to various ambu-
lance services throughout Australia but
St John NT were the most welcom-
ing. Following another visit to
Australia, a few more lefters, confir-
mation of my qualifications, and a long
joumey through the Australian immi-
gration system, I arrived in October
'97 ar'd started work with StJohn NT
on the 8th December. I was posted to
Palmerston Ambulance station and
crewed and guided through my first
few weeks by Carmen Waqanaceva
(t}ranl<s Carmen). The variety of work
here is similar to London but distances

are much more vast.

OUTLINE
The London Ambulance Service is
one of the largest ambulance services

in the world. On average, 1.6 million
patients are taken to hospital each
year by London Ambulance service
crews.

There are 70 ambulance stations
providing cover to 7.5 million people
living, working or visiting the 620
square miles of Greater London at
any time. To ensure the provision of
ambulances over such a Iarge area,
the service has been divided into four
operational divisions and each is
managed by a divisional director and
divisional management team.

The accident and emergency ser-
vice responds to around 2000 calls
per day while the patient transPort
service deals with an average of4000
non urgent patient journeys each day.

To provide this level ofservice the
LAS employs approximately 4000
staff:
. 1500 Qualified ambulance techni-

cians;
. 750 Paramedics;
. 400 control staff;
. 450 patient transport care assis-

tants;

. 600 support staff;

. 500 support staff, including fleet
support administration and man-
agement.

The fleet consists of over 800 vehi-
cles which includes 400 accident and

emergency ambulances, 400 patient
transport vehicles, l5 motorcycles
and one helicopter.

In 1995, the LAS responded to
over 57,000 emergency calls per
month and during busy periods can

take up to 100 calls per hour.
Demand for emergency service
ambulances has increased by 16 per
cent over the past year and shows no
sign of decreasing.

RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING
The LAS trains its operational staff
at one of four training centres widfn
London. To qualify for a place on a

training course, candidates must be

over 21, be physically fit, pass an
examination to ensure they are acad-

emically capable of completing the
course, and be successfirl at an inter-

view to assess personal suitability for
the job. Also candidates need to have

held a full clean British driving
licence for at least one year.

Students attend a three week
foundation course besides being con-
tinually assessed throughout their
training. Candidates must Pass writ-
ten and practical assessment before
continuing with a three week
advanced driving course and fol-
lowed by a nine week intensive
ambulance technicians course.

On successful completion of the
course, candidates are assigned a sta-

tion where they undertake accident
and emergency duties for a minimum
of four weeks under the guidance of a

work based training supervisor. If
they are judged competent at the end
of this period, they can practise unsu-
pervised but are on probation for a

year, during which they may only
work with another fully qualified
ambulance technician, and are
assessed twice by their station officer.
At the end of their first year, a train-

Central
Ambulance

Control,
Waterloo,

Lond.on
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The leading local Gooernment insurer.

TERRITORY INS(RANCE
OFFICE SAYS:

"The same philosophg that made us the
No.l Workers Compensation Insurer in the
Northern Territorg has also made us the

leader in Commercial Insurance."

Tilat,ip llUoogil$l*:::u::#E OH$x

We believe to be No.1 it takes the combined efforts
of our underwriters, loss prevention and claims

professionals all working together.

Territory Insurance Office has the philosophy
that works.

r-o
q,

66 Smith St, Darwin NT 0800. GPO Box 770, Darwin NT 0801.
Telephone: (08) 8946 2222,Facsimile (08) 894i 0038.

NORTHtype 4543

.!@/

LITCHFICt]'
UCTCRIlIRRY
HOSPIIRT

Phone (08) 8983 2838
Shop I Coololingo Shopping Villoge

OP€N: MON-FRI 7om-7pm

SllT 9om-l pm

ConsultoEion bg oppoinEm@nt

Hours: Mon-Fri 8.30om-l I om

3.30pm-6pm
Sot 9om-l 2pm

24 HOUR CfUICRSCNCY SCRVIC€

ffii.

ss$ri{ , ,

o
F

Are you someone who
likes working with people

and community gfoups?
The Faculty of Aboriginal and Tores Strait lslander Studies

may have the course for you!

CERTIFICATE IN COMMUNITYAND HUMAN SERVICES

CERTIFICATE IV IN COHI'IUNITYAND HUMAN SERI/ICES

DIPLOMA IN APPLIED SCIENCE
(Cornmunity and Human Services)

Ihis coune orlkulates into o fuchelor of SrrctotWo*. 

^
Many exciting career opportunities are , Fl t

:'m*l;il:::il..,($i
Graduates from this popular course.

G'For further lnhrmation please contaca

Janice fessen on 89,16 6479 or Lester
Thompson on 8946 62,16 or general

enquiries on8946 6482
Uni Info Shop: 1800 061 963 (Free Call)
Email: info-shop@ntu.edu.au
Internet: http://wr/rw.ntu.edu.aul

QcttnrtEn Jeep

i 6500 ";;r;b;;ii;; ;;t ;il il;J;;il]; ;il I
i presentation of this voucher prior to purchase. i

i !9f$l9l-"f l T'ths from date of p,bll:i1i_"il j

=Alire Springs Kqtherine

North Stuort Hwv
(cnr Dolgety Rdi

Fox 8952 2867
-Offer excludes Fleel

2398 Victorio
Hwy

Fox897l lO32
and Government Buyers
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INIERNATItlNAT

ing manager will accompany the
trainee for a period of time to for-
mally assess them on resuscitation
and defibrillation skills and set a

written examination paper. If suc-
cessful trainees then become fully
qualifi ed ambulance technicians.

PARAMEDIGS
Paramedics are trained at a specialist
training school. The 9250,000 pur-
pose built centre provides probably
the best facilities in the tIK dedicat-
ed to paramedic training, with an

allocated 240 in-house training
places a year. The paramedic raining
course is extremely demanding.
To ensure students are likely to
complete a course, a rigid
selection procedure is enforced.
Candidates must have:
. undertaken accident and emer-

gency duties for a minimum of
two years;

o be recommended by their station
and operations manager;

. pass written and practical exams

on patient assessment and resusci-
tation before being interviewed
for a place.

The course lasts ten weeks with the
first six being spent in the classroom.
Students study anatomy and physiol-
ogy, pharmacology, and advanced
patient assessment. They must then
pass a written and practical assess-

ments before moving on to spend
four working weeks in a hospital
operating theatre. There they must
insert 25 intravenous cannulas and
intubate 25 patients to complete the
course. As part of their ongoing
training programme, students also

spend time in a coronary care unit,
intensive care and accident and
emergency departrnents.

Once a student has completed the
course they are monitored for six
months before they are assessed for
competence. Once qualified, para-
medics are expected to attend an

annual refresher course and must re-
quali$r every three years.

All ambulance training standards
are exacdy the same UK-wide, so all
services are trained to the exact same

level. The standard is governed by
the National Health Service Tlaining
Directorate.

The skills practised and drugs
administered are very similar to that
of Ambulance Paramedics in the NT

CONTROL
The accident and emergenry service

is controlled from a single control
centre at LAS headquarters in
London Waterloo. Some 2500 calls
are received every day, which is equal

to almost one million a year.

Emergenry calls are answered by
a control assistant who types details
of the emergency onto a screen. The
information is then relayed by com-
puter to an allocator. who is respon-
sible for up to 30 ambulances in one
of seven areas in London. They will
identif, the nearest ambulance to a

call. Details of the call are then
passed to the ambulance by the radio
operator.

A gazetteer which identifies the
location of a call with a map refer-
ence is used to save time. The intro-
duction of a computer aided despatch

system is being phased in at the
moment to fully computerise the
control room.

Central Ambulance Control
(CAC) is staffed by five teams work-
ing on a rota basis. Each team, or
"watch", is led by a control comman-
der who is responsible for the
smooth running of the control room.
The commanders are assisted by a

call taker controller and wo control
superintendents who act as a link
between the commander and seven

sectors.
As well as the sector desks, CAC

has a special incident desk. Copies of
all emergency tickets are passed to
this desk which is staffed by a para-
medic and a control assistant. They
assess whether an emergency may
require more assistance than just an

ambulance. The special incident desk

controls motorrycle response units,
paramedic response units, managers
and Helicopter Emergency Medical
Service GIEMS).

Once a crew is despatched to a

call, the crew have no further con-
tact with CAC unless the crew
require further information on a

call, or the crew would like the hos-
pital alerted regarding thc condition
of a seriously ill patient being
brought in (i.e. cardiac arrest or
severe trauma). Otherwise the crew
do not contact CAC until they are

clear and available at the hospital.
Also the hospital has no previous
knowledge of an expected patient
unless it is a life threatening
illness/injury. Sometimes the crew
may arrive before the hosPital has

been alerted due to the radio/tele-
phone system being very busy both
at the hospital and in CAC. There
are 79 hospitals in London, 44 of
which possess accident and emer-
genry departments.

CALLS
The 24 hour accident and emergency
service responds to anyone who
requests emergency aid. The LAS
must send an emergency vehicle to
all calls and cannot prioritise on
medical grounds (yet). If a call is
received as a999, it will be treated as

an emergency (code 1) and cannot be

downgraded by a control operator' as

they are not medically qualified. So it
is left to the crew who arrive on
scene to assess the patient's condi-
tion, and decide if transportation is
necessary or if it would be more
appropriate for the patient's Doctor
to attend.

VEHICLES
The ambulances used are Leyland
Daf cabs which have a 3.5 litre V8
petrol engine. They also have a long
wheel base chassis wit-h a pneumatic

Lrfr'
A Paramed.ic

Motorcycle Unit

L"ftt
An I-45 AdvE

ambalance
and kit
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BUYING OR SELLING
TERRITORY CONVEYANCI NG SERVICES

LAND
[IOUSES
f]NITS

FOR THE SMOOTH MOVE

LICENSED CONVEYANCING AGENTS

We ute[come tfie opportunity

to offer you an fficient arud

professionaf seft)ice.

Our aim is to proai[e a

frienfty an[ persona[ seruice

at a cotflpetitiue cost.

REMEMBER THE CHOICE IS YOURS
Before you commit yourself ring Trish Veide for a quote.

We are the conveyancing specialists
Conveyancing is all we do.

9141 CAVENAH ST, DARWIN PH: 8981 6733
MEMBERS OF THE AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF CONVEYANCERS

\

PJ's Customs
Brol(ers

& Darwin Forwarding Pty ttd
Formerly BURNS PHILP

lnternational Forwarding

* Customs Agents

* lnternotionol Freight

Forworders

* lmport ond Export

Agents

* By-Low ond Toriff

Consultonts

For oll your lmport/Export
requirements contoct:

PETER SAREV

ff 8947 2575
c 8985 3391 A.H.
Fox: 8947 2045

GPO BOX 3788, DARWIN
NT OBOI

UNIT I, LOT 3302
EXPORT DRIVE

TRADE DEVELOPMENT ZONE

BERRIMAH OB28

ffi
ttsafety Sauestt

Newsletter
' Up to clate information about safe$
' Safeg issues in the Territoryl

' Workers' compensation information

"Safety Saves" is publishecl three times a year.

For your free copies give the Authority a call on

8999 5046
ancl be placecl on the mailing list.

The Yapakurlangu Reglonal Council
wishes to thank the Tennant Creek St John Ambulance Staff

for their dedicated service to the people of the Barkly.

Tennant Creek, NT 0860

Telephone: (O8) a962 1990

@ ourencx nMBuLANcE, Dry season Iee8
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suspension system to aid patient
con-rfort, and also to lower the rear
saloon to reduce step height when
loading patients. The saloon is a

large fibreglass custom built shell
with a high headroom of about 6ft
and is very spacious. Nthough only
one cot is carried (self loading), two
swivel seats on the nearside convert
into another potential bed if neces-

sary. The main cot can be positior-red

so it lies central in the back of the
anbulance perrnitting access to all
sides of a patient on it. Nl vehicles
hlve a built jn central heating systenr

which works independently of the
engine, running or-r petrol fed fron-r

the main vehicle fuel tank which
holds approximately 100 litres.
Vehicles usually lrrst about three years

or 100,000 miles before being taken

off fiont line work.

KIT
All paramedics possess their own per-

sonal kit/drug issue so they are always

equipped whether on or off duty. Nl
vehicles carry a semiautomatic
Laderal 710 defibriilator widr a man-

ual override; a non invasive autonratic
blood pressure/pulse oximeter unit;
Ferno Spinal board with a head
irnrnobilisation cradle, vacuum splints
of various sizes; KED; and scool-l

stretcher; Traction splints. Most
imrnediate response cases are modu-
lated so you choose the ctrse you
require for the incident i.e. burns,

obstetrics, breathing, dressing etc.

Nl crews carry a persor-ral radio
which is used as a personal walkie
talkie, and can also be used to contact

CAC or the police. All electrical
equipnrent on dre vehicle is olt cot't-

stant charge by the vehicle's electrical

management system, so all elecuical
items are usually fully charged.
When r vehicle is sitting on station,

the vehicle is on trickle charge fiom
t}le wall mains.

UNIFORM
The uniform is a bottle green two
piece style outfit. It consists of a shirt
and trousers, and epaulets and arm
badges are worn denoting ranVclini-

: !!!nFr*rr-rF-_-7,

cal level. A reflective high visibility
tabard and jacket is also issued and it
is the crew's responsibiliry to wear

them for personal safery especially

when attendir-rg road traffic accidents
(RTAs). A winter and sumn.rer style is

issued.

A one-piece sryle iunrp suit was

the trend a few years back which was

very practical and popular with most

crews, so the LAS are looking at this

style again.

I hope this gives you a brief idea

as to the structure in the London
Ambulance Service

Mark Marriott,
StJohn Ambulance NT Darwin

i''!-''.

ii.1.

*1,J.

t.. rrrn i!rr$-.{
,..',i\,lrlll.r.il
\, rFl

Mark at Forest
Hill, a bury

suhurbatt station

Lrfr'
An LtlS AdvE

aniltulattee
and kit

AMBULANCE
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Rural Indu,stries Training Adukory Board
Nortbern Tbrritory

TRAINING IN FIRST AID AND OCCIJPAIIONAL
HEATTH & SAFETY IS AVAIIABTE TO THE

PASTORAL INDUSTRY

FIRST AID TRAINING AVAII-A,BI.E TO THE RT]RAI
COMMT]NITY INCLUDES:
* THE ONE DAY (68HR) ACCIDENTACTION COI,'RSE
* THE THREE DAY SENIOR FIRST AID COURSE (STJOHN

AMBTJLANCE 20 FIR CERTIFICATE COURSD
* ONE DAY OCCUPATIONAI HEAI]TH & SAFETY FOR

WORKPIACE SI,'PERVISORS

THE RURAI ITAB CAN ASSIST IN A-R-RANGING THIS TRAINING

TIME FRAMES ARE FLDOBLE

GROUP NUMBERS ARE FLE(IBLE

INCENTN'ES FOR YOU TO BECOME THE TRAINER

ASSISTANCE TO ATTEND EXTERNAL TRAINING

OIJR GOAL IS TO MAKE FIRST AID AND \TORKPI-{CE SAFE'IY

TRAIMNG AVAII.A,BLE TO THE RT]RAL SECTOR

HELPUSTO HELPYOU

TELEPHONE (08) 8981 0066 FAX (08) 8981 0060

tws*"

fl
$i;
U
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Since the implementation of the
Living With Alcohol program the
Territory has seen a reduction in:

I per capita consumption of
absolute alcohol

I alcohol-telated fatal road

accidents

9 alcohol-related toad deaths

I alcohol-related toad accidents

9 the number of prisoners

commiting crimes involving
alcohol.

For more information about alcohol or how
the Living With Alcohol program can assist
you or your organisation contact Living With
Alcohol in your District.
A. DARwTN ph: 8999 2691

Il]\ Livins KATHEBINE ph:8e73 8680
{S{2Atbh;l rENNANrCREEKphiss624zB2

T-Nr.tl*i*it"ty ALICE SPRINGS ph:8957 1580
covement ProSrain NHULUNBUY ph: 8987 0412

Proud to Sponsor St John Ambulance

PnuoroN HnulAGE
Prv lro

* Regular Darlvin - Katherine Service
* Weekly Service - Lajamanu and

Kalkaringi
* General Cartage - Hay, Fencing

Gear, Building Materials, etc

ZIMIN DRIVE, I(ATHERINE

PHONE: 89221736
AH: 89Zf 0U64
FAX: 8972 2966

@ oufrncxAMBULANGE, Dry season I998



Tennant Creek
Welcome to the Tennont Creek Trock Report, hopefully the first of mony rePorts.

ell Tennant Creek has
had a few changes over
the last eight months.
Kate Mclay is our new
Administration Officer,

when talking to her please make
allowances, she is a Kiwi!

Shaun Daniel has been demoted
to a Mine Officer at the Granites.
Andrew Wheeler has gone to
Darwin for greener pastures.

Brad Gough has returned to
Tennant Creek after working in
Canberra as a paramedic, he is now
the Officer in Charge and together
with Ambulance Officers' Michelle
O'Dea (ALS supervised), Jason
Danbury (ALS supervised), Martin
Scaife and Gayleen Walker
(Volunteer/Casual) make up the
Ambulance Officers covering the
Barkly Region.

Gayleen Walker will be graduat-
ing in May this year with the
Certificate in Ambulance Studies
completed by external studies.
Congratulations Gayleen.

Other students in external studies
are Marcel Wolf and Maria De Sousa
who have passed the Driving Course
and are both, at time of writing,
preparing for the final exam in
Clinical Studies 1. Good luck.

Tennant Creek combined
Division number twelve adults (not
including Service Officers) with nine
of those twelve enrolled in the
Certificate of Ambulance Studies,
not bad for a Tiack Centre.

We have put together a volleyball
team in the local competition, the
name of the team is 'Dilligaf and so

far we have played three games. The
first game we came second witl one

IRAGK RTPllRI

injury reported, a shartered knuckle.
ln tie second game we came second

again, no injuries reported and in the
third game anotier second with one
injury reported. Martin Scaife dived
for the ball one too many times and

as a result fiactured his left foot.
We now have our own zooped up

Paramedic Response Wagon - Car
12 - with a face 1ift. Car 63 has a new
engine and together with Car 53 and

31 make up the Barkly fleet.
Congratulations to all Officers

that are now ALS Supervised,
Michelle, Jason and Shaun. Not bad

for Tennant.
A short Report this time round.

When next in Tennant Creek, stop in
and have a cuppa, everyone is always

welcome in Tennant Creek.

Jason Danbury

DRIFTFIELD ENGINEERING
PINE CREEK

I
,ri$

t
If you're concemed about how much time the Army Reserve

will take up, don't be.

In the Reserve we realise just how valuable your tirne is, so

we're very flexible in that regard. It's also why we reward you

with tax-free pay.

There is also the rewards that come with doing

something for your country.

And the rewards of adventure, fitness and

friendship.

For further information contact:

Darwin Defence Force Careers
Reference Centre

36 Mitchell Street, Darwin NT
ont319 OZ

http://wwuarmv jobs.delence.gov.au

Ihe.Arry
Resorve.
The Edge.



CUSTOMISED TOTAL INJURY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Northem Territory and East Kimberley

. Return to work for injured employees

. Injury prevention training programs

. Workplace management

Telephone: 8946 3463 for your nearest office details

Proud to support 5t John
Oporativas rn tho Toritorq

STOCI{DRLC
PROSPCCTINg

tTD

flIINCRRT
CXPTORRTION

l3l Reichordr Rood [Uinnellie

Tclephone

8947 1333

Y.M.G,A.
HI WAY INN
Budget Accommodation'Mith
Ensuite
Colour TV with In House Video

Fridge and Laundry
IDD/STD Phones

Pool BBg and Recreational Area

Ample Free Parking
Caravan and Full Kitchen
Facilities

8942 0979
430 Stuart Highway Winnellie NT

Fax a947 0606

O

O

o

a

O

o

OD INSI]IIANCII IIISOIIDITS IDTY I,i]I)
Specialising in AI|OIIIGINAL COMIIIINITIIIS AND ISOI.tlTllD ttIS KS

Telephone (08) 8265 3299Fax (08) 8396 0570

Financial Planning - Tax Planning - Wealth Greation
in conjunction with

Ilorchester Securities (IlT) Pty Ltd
Adelaide Tennant Creek Alice Springs Darwin

Phone (08) 83e5 4577 (08) 8e62 2800 (08) 8e52 ee33 (qq) q94q 4191
Fax (d8)'83e5 4505 (08) 8962 1992 (08) 8952 9933 (08) Be48 4375

Authorised Representative of:

Prolessional lnuestment Seruices Pty ttd

@ ourancx AMBuLANCE, Dry season lees
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Tral nlng Manager's Report

relation to the provision of First AidThere hos been sorne comment recently in

credentials for'life'.

hat is to say, a person rs

awarded a statement on the
successful completion of a

First Aid course and there is
no requirement placed on

that person to return and update
their skills and knowledge. The prin-
ciples of First Aid are d1'namic, they
are constandy changing. It is due to
this very fact that I strongly support
the need to have expiry dates
attached to First Aid credentials. By
attaching limitations, individuals who
care enough about First Aid to com-
plete a training program will benefft
by being introduced to updated
information each time they return. It
may be more accurate, however, to
suggest that the real beneficiaries are

the end users of the training, those
persons who have the misfortune to
sustain an injury or illness requiring
some form of immediate care.

While on the subject of the
importance of First Aid Tiaining,
St John (NT) and the Northern
Territory Rural Industry taining
Advisory Body (ITAB) recently
joined forces to train a group of
women representing a number of sta-

tions across the Territory in Senior
First Aid and Instructional
Techniques. The purpose of this

training was to accredit a number of
individuals from our rural and
remote areas as First Aid Instructors.
The aim of the initiative is to afford
Territorians living in remote loca-
tions the opporrunity to participate
in First Aid

Tlaining programs where normal-
ly such access may be restricted by
work commitrnents or isolation.

A successful course was held over
some eight days and we now wait in
anticipation of the first programs
being delivered by this 'Remote Area
taining Network'. It would be
remiss of me not to acknowledge the
support and involvement of Mr
Robert Speirs, the NT Rural ITAB's
Executive Officer, in this initiative.
Although having to overcome some
significant hurdles in the early stages,

Robert has seen the program come to
fruition after almost twelve months
and is to be congratulated for his per-
sistence. It is with a great deal of
pride on my part that we have been

involved in such an important initia-
tive as it again reaflirms for me the
standing St John Public Education
programs have in our community. It
is hoped that later this year another
class will be held in Darwin increas-
ing the available Network of

Instructors. I would also like to con-
gratulate all of the Darwin
Instructors who contributed to the
success of the program and, most
importantly, to the participants
themselves for their enthusiasm and
willingness to get involved. After all,
it is they who will make the project
work on tJre ground.

Another Territory wide initiative
in Public Education is our arrange-
ment with the NT Police to update
the First Aid skills of their Members.
This project is being co-ordinated by
Tlish Salter from the Police, Fire and

Emergency Services College at the
Peter McAuley Centre. I am sure all
members of St John will welcome
this initiative knowing the close
working relationships frequendy nec-

essary between Members of both ser-

vices at a variety of cases attended.
Courses for Police Members are
being conducted throughout the NT
in both class room based and CD
ROM models.

The Tlaining Team in Darwin has

been busily running off complete
colour First Aid Course overhead
transparency updates. We are certain-
ly fortunate to have fhe resources and

technology available to us within
StJohn Q.iT) to carry out such a pro-

Building $120,000
Contents $40,000

TOTAT COST $364.e6
NO EXCESS lf your claim is tess than $500

,J' tOWl{DES TAMBERT
f t 

^ 
lnternational lnsurance Brokers and consultants

7 h RING Now 72 cavenagh sr

- 
8946 2888 Darwin

rffirD 6,9, 
^frSo 

rosERVEYou
OVER 30 YEARS IN DARWIN CITY

- HOME AWAY FROM HOME

- FRIENDLY SERVICE

- LOCATED OPPOSITE GPO

- EASY SHOPPING

QUALITY BU D G ET AC C O M M O DAT I O N
Private shower/toilet, air-con, tea-coffee facilities in room,

fridge, colour TY clock radio and communal kitchen,
guest laundry etc.

Tel 8981 9214' Fax:8981 6024
35 Cavenagh Street, Darwin 0800 NT

Dry Season 1998, OUTBAGKAMBULANCE E



Greetings to St John Ambulance Members and Families
from the Executive and Members of the

TYEWERETYE CTUBS INCORPOTIATED

ALICE SPRINGS NT O87I

Telephone (08) 8955 5491

Proud. to support
St Jobn (tw)

from tbe

I-nlnmanu

Store
For

. Groceries
. Frozen Food
. Deli Lines

. Petrol

. Diesel

All Mecbanical
Repairs

Seruicing and
Tune-Ups

Augas

Jet AI Fuel

Takeaway Foods

Telephone
8975 0896
Fax 5975 OGI3

@ ouruncr nMBuLANcE, Dry season I998
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A CO.EDUCATIONAL DAY AND BOARDING COLLEGE
YEARS 8.12

WE OFFEP:
. Progressive Christion educotion with o brood ocodemic curriculum
. Fully supervised boording occommodotion
. Commitment to meeting the ocodemic ond personol needs of

students
. Speciolist courses in technology educotion, vocotionoltroining ond

the performing orts

Inquire now for 1999 Enrolmenl
Mrs Judith Moletne, Enrolmenl Secrelory

32 Morphett Rood Novot Gordens SA 5040
Phone (08) 8294 3588 Fox (08r 82942658

Emoil: immonuel@mpx.com.ou

Orthotics &
Territory DOYOU HAVE:

Sore Feet? Shin Splints?
Ankle Pain? Knee Pain?

Arthritic Pain?
Are You Hard to Fit

with Shoes?
YOU MIGHT NENI)

Prosthetics

Special Insoles
Wider/Depth Shoes

Ankle Bracing
I(nee Bracing

For experienceil, professional fitting ask for
y'u &an''uo (711a., /W. Sc. )

Shop 17, Coolalinsa Village Ph: (08) 8983 3221
18 Mile stuart Highway Mobile: 0417 847 714
Post: PO 8ox1327, Humpty Doo,0836 Fax: (08) 8988 4700
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ject. I see the introduction of not only
the coloured overheads but also the
inclusion of far more detailed graphics

as being a great supporting resource
to the high standard programs deliv-
ered by our Instructors. Work on this
project has been carried out additional
to the normal daily workload of
Instmctors and I thank everyone for
their support of the Tiaining
Departrnent during tlLis time.

On the national scene, the current
Australian First Aid Volumes I and 2

are being combined into a single text
with, again, updated graphics and
information. Such a task presents
many challenges as the nature of
First Aid taining is constantly
evolving as new information and
techniques are included into the pro-
grams. It is hoped that the end pro-
duct will be one of value to all who
are involved with First Aid Tiaining,
either as parricipans in a program or
as Instructors. The National
Modularisation Project, which will
identify a set of core elements to be

delivered during a course plus give
customers the opportunity to select
'elective' topics appropriate to their

needs, is ongoing and will be further
developed in line with the revised
AFA.

I recently travelled to Alice
Springs, Tennant Creek and
Katherine to discuss First Aid
taining in those Regions and must
thank everyone who gave me some of
their valuable time during the trip.
First Aid courses do not simply hap-
pen. Aside from the delivery of the
course, they take time to co-ordinate
and administer if they are to be done
to our own high standards. The sup-
port network the Training
Department enjoys throughout the
Territory is testament to the contri-
butions of many individuals. Rather
than single out any one person for
thanks, may I simply record my sin-
cere appreciation to all involved,
Instructors and'administrators' alike,
for without you the provision of
these courses would be that much
more difficult.

I cannot conclude without making
mention of the continual upward spi-
ral of Ambulance Officer Education
and Tiaining programs. There is an

article elsewhere in Outback from the

REPORT

Ambulance Education Officer/
Quality Coordinator, Martin Kelly,
so I will not go into any detail at this
point. I would, however, like to make

mention of the high standards set
recendy by a number of officers 'sec-

onded' to the AOTC as co-ordina-
tors for various units of the Advanced
Diploma. The rnore I see of
Operational Officers coming into the
AOTC as unit co-ordinators the
more I am impressed by the wealth of
talent and the dedication of these
people in ensuring the best possible
learning experience is offered to
course participants. I believe that it is
in no small way due to our ability to
use these Officers in our courses that
the AOTC enioys a very positive
image among our interstate col-
leagues. Of course, it would not be

possible to use Operational Officers
in these roles without the suppon of
Regional Managers and I thank them
for their help in anticipation of the
ongoing development of this
resource.

Brendan Quirke
Ti:aining Manager

A
MAGELLAN

MAGELLAN

PETROLEUM

AUSTRALIA LIMITED
A.C.N. 009 728 581

Contributing to

oil and gas exploration,

deue lopment and production

in the Territory

for more than three decades

Telephone (08) 8952 8611
Fax (08) 8953 2909

PO Box 3970 Alice Springs NT 0871
ACN 009 627 418

Millers of Quality Products since 1899
Always on hand, a comprehensive range of:
Plain, Bakers, Wholemeal and Self-Raising
Flour packed in 1Okg Calico Bags and 1skg
Drums; Oaten and Wheaten Chaff, Lucerne
Chaff; Uni-Mix - a Lucerne/Cereal blend,
Equus Horse Blend with Molasses; a range
of Horse Pellets and Nuts, Horse Bran,
Layers Pellets, Chicken Crumbles, Meatline
Starter and Finisher Pellets, Dairy and Goat
Pellets and Nuts, Pig Feeds, Rabbit Pellets;
Whole Wheat, Barley and Oats, Rolled Oats,
Crushed Barley; a range of supplements
and many other lines.

Buy Direct from the Manufacturer and Save

LAUCKE FLOUR & FEEDS
74 Elder Street Alice Springs 0871
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L7 Mile
Service Centre
at Virginia Road has an offer

a unique range of preloved prestige vehicles
ROLIS ROYCE - BENTLEY _ WIDE RANGE, Otr PARTS AUAII,ABLE

PRouor-v Suppommc Sr JosN IN THE TBnruronv

rnquiries to r'eith- 8983 15 1 1

($ AUSTRALIA

NNSNN
SSS Australia

formerly

S.-tL -SiL -Su,gi.oy'
Suppr-yrvc Qualrv Pnooucrs ro rHE
Meorcnl nruo AssoctATED Pnoressrorrrs

ron Oven 21 Yeans
Our Range now Exceeds 6500ltems including:

F GrrurRnl DrsposRales
) BnruoRces nruo Dnessnrcs
) lrusrRuverurs
) EourprueNT AND ELgcrnoveorcnl
) Funrurrunr
) Pnrrurrruc nruo Srmorurnv
F Hosprrnr PRooucrs

Freecall: 1800 777 518
20 Graystone Street, Tingalpa
Fax Freecall: 1800 645 433

Townsvif le: (O7) 4773 54OO Freecall: 1800 019 008
www.sssaustralia.com.au

.IF
Proud to Support St lohn Ambulance

of the Northern Territorg

. Conveyor Belt - Supply and lnstallation

. Rubber Lining

. Distributor and Applicator of Beltreco
Rubber Products

. Distributor for Belle Banne Flexco and
Associated Products

24 HOUR SERVIGE
4 Butler Place Berrimah, 11 Mile

Northern Territory

PO Box 54, Palmerston
Northern Territory 0831-

Telephone (08) 8932 3111
Facsimile (08) 8932 3330

Mobile O18 898 262
Pager (OB) 8980 7395, (O8) 8980 7505

Sat Phone O145 116 323

I

Ayers Rock Resort Carnpground. Now with Cabins.
Sa rataariear ?/azzctcca E/noo

. Reception and IGosk . Pool . Caravan Sites . Powered Sites o Overnight Cabins
ith Linen included . Grassed Tent Sites o Hot Showers and Amenities o Facilities for
Disabled . LP Gas o Ice o Souvenirs . Laundry Facilities and Dryers o Barbecues

o Playground ' Games Room t Phones t Coach Facilities

We Look Forward to Welcoming You Soon

Regards Rudi and Anne I(repelnik

PO Box 96, Yulara, NT 0872. Phone: (OB) 8956 2055 - Fax: (OB) 8956 2260
Ayers Rock

Resort
Campground

@ oufoncx AMBuLANGE, Dry Season 1998



Cardlnalsin
Having been through all the stress and worry of selecting, finding and buying

o light plane, the time to pick up my purchase hod arrived.

I nrodified mv travel nlans to allow

I tb, , detoui to Bristane and one
I fine Mondav morning found
I ,r-,ur.,, ar Arcnerlrelo perusrng
I -y ....n, expense. The object oi
ny interest was a Cessna 177 RG II
Cardinal, VH-REJ (Reggie). It
looked a million dollars, but how
would it fly, and more importantly
how would it handle the long trudge
back to sunny Darwin? There had
been a question mark over the pro-
peller static RPM so the hardwork-
ing LAME adjusted dle prop gover-
nor and it was off into the wild blue
fbr a check flight. The flight was
largely uneventful widr my displapng
the best flying Reggie would see.
The prop was able to exceed redline,
so tlle prop govemor was fine tuned
u.rd RegpJie tied down ready to brave
a nasty looking storm.

Tl-re Tuesday dawned overcast
and not terribly motivating. My
friend Rob gave me a lift to
Archerfield and we both stared at the
weather with a feeling of doubt. The
forecast was rnediocre but a phone
call to Maroochydore put the kibosh
on the day's flying. Who needs a

weather forecast when the Tower at
Maroochie laughs uncontrollably at
the "is it VMC" question? Stopped
ir.r at Reg Grundy's flying school for a

reviving coffee ancl a sociable chat.
Wednesdly dawned looking not

much befter. Out to the airport, drank
more of Reg's coffee and spoke once
again with Maroochie tower. Phrirses
like "8 Oktas at 800, you should gJet

through below 500" resulted in more
coffee ar-rd another sedate day in
Brisbane. What was that tourist
phrase? "Ahh Queensland, beautiful
one day, perfect the next". Perhaps
there's rnore than one Queer-rsland?

Thursday dawns. Having finally
developed a healthy suspicion of
meteorolog'y, I rang the bureau to
hear "it won't be VMC past Fraser
Island all day". Time to spare, go by
air. Yet another sedate day on the
ground.

F tY IN G H IG H

oil changes fall due when you plan on
being at 6,500' half way to your next
destination? Friday evening barbies
must be standard issue to all Aero
Clubs and Rockie was no different.
After a pleasant evening 'twas off to
bed, to sleep perchance to dream.

Friday and shock horror, nice
weather. Dust off the flight plan,
plug in the weather and blast off
before the weather changes its rnind.
Sure enough, the cloud built near
Maroochie, however the cloud base

was high enough for us to hug the
foothills and stay outside of
Maroochie airspace. After two and a
half hours we arrived ir.r

Rockhampton, twice, where'd that
bounce corne from? Taxied into the
GA park trying to act nonchalant.
Fuelled ar.rd oiled up ready for the
next day. Have you ever noticed how

Saturday dawns CAVOK.
Wander out to the airport, finish ar-rd

lodge the flight plan, preflight
Reggie and blast off into the wild
blue yonder. The day starts with
srnooth conditions giving rne a

chance to uy the autopilot. By golly
it works and a pleasant hour and a

l.ralf is spent watchir.rg the world go
by whilst listenir.rg to music on the
ADF. Finally the inevitable happens
and it's off with the autopilot and
time to enjoy being bounced around
by thennals.

Lor-rgreach arrives as advertised

Dr; seirson 1998. OUTBACK AMBULANCE E



CITY
SHOPPING
28 Smith St Moll Dorwin

Phone (O8) 894t 8633

AIRPORTSHOPPING
Dorwin lnternotionol Airport

OPEN Z DAYS A WEEK AND FOR ALL

I NTERNATIONAL DEPARTURES AND ARRIVALS

Phone OO8 8OO 58O or (O8) 8945 2688

Columbo

Cotholic College

. Support for parents in Faith
Education, Pastoral Care, Family
Financial Packages, Supervised
After-School Care and Night
Study

. Outstanding academic tradition

. Exciting and innovative
Academic, General, Rural,
Cultural and Sports Programs

. Leaming and living in a caring
residential environment

. Concern for the individual needs
of students

A WELCOMING FAMILY
BOARDING AND DAY
SCHOOL... WHERE
PEOPLE MATTER

Building on the Past ...
Preparing for the Future

For further information contact:
The Enrolment Secretary

Columba Catholic College
PO Box 274 Charters Towers

Qld 4820

Phone (07) 4787 1744
Fax (07) 4787 4986

PACIFIC SALT
WHYALLA SA
(08) 8645 5044

ALICE SPRINGS NT
8952 1433

DARWIN NT
8984 3217

THE POOL SALT SPECIALISTS

Suppliers of all Grades of Salt
Port Augusta Rd, Whyalla SA Fax (08) 8645 9377

rc:-
Ports

ACN 000 049 301

I Kitchener Road, Darwin, IfI0800
PO Box 775. Darwin.Ift 0801

Stevedoring, Contoiner
Terminol ond Moteriql

Hondling Focilities
throughout Austrolio

Telephone: (08) 8981 8533
Facsirnile: (08) 894f 0604

Telex 85200
Cable Address 8D Conaust
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and we taxi in and refuel. Having AMEX, not strictly kosher but then to 2,500. This enabled me to
refueled the tasteless topic of money desperandunt et mater hnentorixtm. see the bright patches of light on the
arises and I offer the refueler rny After a pleasant night Sunday ground where thunderstorms
trusty bankcard, or I would have if it dawned hot and gusty. The weatler weren't. As I got closer to Tindal it
wasn't sitting in the zip-zap machine via Borroloola looked dubious, became necessary to deviate left and
at Shell Rockie (ooops). Waving fond although going via Borroloola would right of track to avoid heary showers,

farewell to my last cheque I take mean only one fuel stop, whereas nottomentiontheoddboltofbright
stock of my circumstances. Ten bucks going via Tennant Creek and Tindal light. This resulted in further chats

cash, an AJMEX card (I didn't leave would mean two. A discussion with with my now good friends at Flight
horne without it!) and a full tank of the met man, combined with a $50 Service. We discussed landing at
gas. Might as well fly on to Isa and call out and $1.20 a litre for fuel at Daly Waters, however the storms
review my options in the big smoke. Borroloola, resulted in planning via were still reasonably well spaced so

Longreach turns on a display for my Tennant and Tindal. I kept telling I continued on until Tindal appeared

departure. Having fired up, I'm myself that it was better to be safe looking like an oasis in a desert of
about to taxi away from ttre bowser than sorry, that Borroloola didn't storms. A very relived pilot and air-
when a huge willy-willy 'walks' down have many options if storms €ventu- craft touched down at Tindal and
the far side of the runway heading ated, and as it turns out this was the taxied in, thoughts of kissing the
my way. An ever approaching col- case. Read on. ground crossing rny mind.
umn of dust with chunlqr bits does We took off for Tennant Creek Having tied Reggie down, ideas

wonders for one's courage, so I bug- expecting rurbulence and that's what of foodandaccommodationfilledmy
gered off in the direction of away. we got. Lots of moderate turbulence. mind. Fortunately a RAAFie came

Having escaped the clutches of the Two and three quarter hours of over to meet an incoming flight and

willy-willy I took off for Mt Isa. adjusting power and altitude in an he agreed to give me a lift over to the

Having been bounced around attempt to stay within a few hundred RAAF base. Here I discovered one of
6,500' I figured I'd try 8,500'. After feet of 6,500. The view outside was, the benefits of being in the RAAF
taking half the day to get there I dis- well, boring. Lots and lots of not Reserve. I showed my ID at the gate,

covered the turbulence was no better. much. Arrived at Tennant Creek and spoke nicely to the duty accornmoda-

Oh well, I never really wanted to use tried the old bankcard imprint scam tion clerk and spent the night at the

the autopilot. If I'd realised the rur-
bulence was going to be like this I
would have put ,ny washins in a .,lf lU realised the turbulence was going to be like this
bucket in the back and it would have
been done enroute. At least the
rnusic available on the ADF was I wOuld have put my washing in a bucket in the back
palatable. Two and half hours later
and behold, Mt Isa arrives.

who said \rFR was hard, mind and it would have been done enroute.tt
you the old GPS might have helped a

tad. On arrival at Isa an Ansett
Airbus waited for me to land, fornr- on the refueler. It worked and my mess, wirh a lift back to the Reggie
nately I managed a nice landing for precious cash reserve remained large- the following morning.
his passengers. Now came the tricLT iyintact.ThenofftoTildal.Afte.ln Monday-was a beiutiful morning
bit, money and fuel. The refueller hourorsoof evenworseturbulencel and we departed for Darwin witf,
pulled up and I explained my situa- noticed clouds ahead. Nasty very tall smooth flying at last. Back on with
tion. Not surprisingly he didn't take black ones. So I took anorher look at the autopilot and a pleasant gnevent-
AMEX. After a lew minutes of con- the still currenr T4p for Tindal. Sure ful hour or so to Darwin. After a few
templation a little light bulb went off enough, there it was in black and days of OCTA it felt strange to be
and I asked if he'd take a telephone white, CAVOK and no menrion of back in primary conrrol, srange but
credit card pafnent for fuel (figured thunderstorms. Called up flight ser- comforting.
I could get a friend at Roclqz to pick vicewhokindlyruinedmyafternoon. Nl in all the trip took 15 hours,
up my bankcard and ring through Yes there was a new 1$ yes it men- wjth l2'/. hours being in thermal
the details). FIe agreed, so I asked if tioned a minor thing about a Tempo rurbulence. It certainly wasn't what
we could save a few phone calls and for Thundersrorms after 06. Not I'd call fun, but yes I'd do it again.,
take the details offthe yellow imprint really important except I was plan- preferably in the dry season. I
in my wallet, with suitable ID. He ning Tindal at 0630. Fortunately I planned on four days, aiming to be
agreed and fuel was purchased. I had had enough fuel to try for Tindal and back in Darwin four days before I
enough cash for a taxi into town still be able to divert to \rRD with needed to be back at work. As it
where I stayed at a hotel which took intact reserves. Not content with this worked out, weather delays resulted
AMEX. Fuel to complete the trip news, flight service went on to tell in my arriving the day before I had to
was going to be a problem, as was me the Tindal weather radar was be at work. Good thing I had allowed
having enough cash for a taxi back to unserviceable and there was no one for delays, just surprising it happened
the airport. So I dug my pitiful face at Tindal who could poke a head out in lovely Brisbane. As I write this the
out of the suitcase and went to recep- the window for an actual. As the paperwork is being shuffled to put
tior-r with a view to groveling. stormsweremovingwestlcontinued Reggie on line at the Aero Club, so

Contrary to popular belief there are on, keeping an eye out to the west in all you budding pilots out there with
nice people out there and the hotel case a divert became necessary. dusty csu and retract endorsements,
forwarded $170 as an advance on Cloud forced a descent to 4,500, IT'SFL\TNGTW[E.
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. OVER I40 SPECIALTY

STORES

O 2OOO UNDERCOVER
CAR PARKS

. FULLY AIR CONDITIONED

. 247 TROWER RD

CASUARINA
TIlt

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY

. SATELLITE PICTURES. LATEST SURFACE CHART
. FORECAST CHARTS. FORECASTS . WARNINGS

. COASTAL REPORTS AND MUCH MORE

A wide range of Bureau products and
services are now available to everyone

with access to fax, internet or phone.

Weather by fax: 1800 061 438
Directory of Services (FREECALL number)

World Wide Web: http ://www.bom.gov.au

Weathercail: 1800 687 999
Directory of Services (FREECALL Number)

For safety sake - check the weather!

SATES OR HIRE

. Offices, lunchrooms, Toilets

. Poslorol Workers Accommodotio n o'
r living Quorters
. Mine Site Accommodofion
. All Steel Frome
. Complete lnstollotion
. Design Service
. Council Pockoges
. Monufocfu rers Worronly

"We cen help you
with your industrial
and residential
building
requirements"

Csll BRAD -
Sules & Hire
Industrials

HELEN -
New Homes
Living Quarters
Relatives
Apartments and
Park Cabins

DIRECI FROM OUP, FACIORY fO YOU
CAM,AC TRANS.ORTABLE BUtLDtNcS g$

rowNsvILLE (02) 4714 6633 
'o"nllf'nno

826 INGHAM RD, BOHLE, TOWNSVITLE 48I8
BRTSBANE (07) 3803 6345 SYDNEY (021 4587 8999 NEWCASI| E (02) 4964 844 r
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ON THE BANKS
OF TODD RIVER
IN THE

CENTRE OF
ffiI'I

A'lice

ALICE SPRINGS '"'JjJj.'
. ,l08 

Spocious, well-oppointed,
Air Conditioned Suites ond Fomily Rooms

. Solor Heqted Swimming Pool with
Swim-up Pool Bor

. Reloxed oll-doy Dining

. Polm's Restouront
o Gumtree Lounge ond Bor
. Speciol Holidoy Rotes Avoiloble

Reservotions Freecoll

r 800 805 055
34 Stott Terroce Alice Springs NT OB70

Phone (08) 8952 6699
Fox (08) 8953 0995
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The dry Katherl ne

FloatedAwry
For an event to be labelled o 'disoster' it must overwhelm normal community ond

orgonisotionol resources ond require extroordinary responses to deal with it.

he events that took place
from 26th January to the
present day brought the
township of Katherine and
surrounding communities

closer together.

DESCRIPTION OF EVENTS
When I tumed to my parmer after a

job the night before and said "It sure
has been quiet, maybe it's building up
for the big onel" little did I know
how close to home I was.

O83OHRS. MONDAY 26TH
JANUARY 1998

The weather was very wet and had
been for the past ten days. After
handing over a patient to the A&E
staff of the Katherine District
Hospital we were advised that the
hospital was going to be evacuated.
This was confirmed by a government
workeq at the High Level Bridge,
that Katherine was on a 1O0-year
flood alert. The Katherine River
water level was at l7 metres.

SAOP Coon and myself returned
to Katherine Ambulance Stacion and
informed our Regional Manager
(RlI), Craig Garraway who was in
Darwin, about the situation.
I referred to the Counter Disaster
Plan for an Ambulance Service t-hat
stated we were to be officially noti-
fied by the Katherine Police when
the water level at the High Level
Bridge reached l4 metres.

o93OHRS (APPROXTMATELY)
R-NI Craig Garraway advised me to

notify additional staffand volunteers of
the situation and to prepare themselves
for possible evacuation of the Hospital.
I established a phone link with Kath-
erine Police Headquaners and advised

that we were now operational.

1000HRs
The water level was about 18 metres
at this time and everyone who was

available was called into the Station.
RJVI Garraway, via phone link, dele-
gated SAO Coon and Bartolovic to
do a reconnoitre of the highway
between Katherine and RAAF Base

Tindal. This was done because the
Emergency Hospital was located at
Tindal. RM Garraway requested
I organise the Ambulance Centre for
evacuation. Part of our role was to
organise First Aid Posts at all
Evacuation Centres.

1100HRS
Paramedic Officer (PO) Fabian
arrived at the centre and was advised
to establish a direct link with the
Police and proceeded to the
Communications Centre at
Katherine Police Headquarters. This
was done to ensure we got an accu-
rate account of the situation.

1200HRS
The water level was around 18
metres and we were well into the
evacuation of Katherine District
Hospital. We had major assistance
fiom the RAAF who provided a bus
with no seats to transport eight
stretcher patients limiting the serious

patients to one bus. This was fol-
lowed by the evacuation of the
Obstetrics and Paediatric patients
who were transported by a large
truck supplied by the RAAF. All
patients bar rwo were evacuated in
good time, the last two were in
theatre and were transported by
ambulance to RAAF Base Tindal.

RAAF Base Tindal Hospital
resembled a war zone, however all
staff were coping well. After the
transported patients were delivered
to the Hospital we returned to be
positioned at Police Headquarters.

1800HRS
The water level was 19 metres. The
temporary A&E Centre was estab-
lished upstairs at the Police
Headquarters which caused difficulty
in movement of stretcher patients in
and out of the room. During this
time the Katherine Township was
officially advised of evacuation. Many
locals were either optimistic or com-
placent and did not want to leave
their homes. Katherine's High Level
Bridge was now closed and the high-
way between Katherine and RAAF
Base Tindal was blocked due to
water flowing over the road.

1900HRS
R-M[ Garraway was airlifted to Kath-
erine to take over coordination. SAO
Minchin accompanied him to assist.

The night was a bit uneventful
from our point of view with only a

couple of patients being transferred
from Evacuation Centres to A&E.
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THE SIGN & SCREEN PRINTING SPECIALIST
MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS OF TRAFFIC SAFETY S'G'VS

gN TRAFFIC CONTROL PRODUCTS AND EQUIPMENT

v . SCREEN pRtNTtNG . MAGNETTC STGNS 
^. VEHICLE MARKING . AIRPORT EQUIPMENT / \

@v
I . virir-crE MARKTNG . ArRpoRr eou]prirrur Aln""* ='Hgil

Greetings to St. John Ambulance
Members and Families from the

HUMPTY
DOO

BUSH
SHOP

"Gateway to Kakadu"
. Groceries

. Fishing and Camping Needs
. Souvenirs and T-Shirts

. Fuel . Takeaway
. Post Office

. Bank Emergency

357 Arnhem Highway
Humpty Doo 0836

Ph: (08) 8988 2344
Fax: (08) 8988 2148

24 HOUR MAINTENANCE SERVICE

. TOWN & RURAL O NEW HOUSES

O BATHROOM & KITCHEN RENOVATIONS

O GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
' 

BLOCKED DRAINS

. N.T. DISTRIBUTOF OF BEASLEY SOLAR HOT WATER
SYSTEMS, WATER SOFTENERS & FILTERS

. ROOFING & GUTTERING

. ALSYNITE WHIRLYBIRD INSTALLATIONS

O N.T. SELF CERTIFICATION

. LICENSED GASFITTER

O DRAIN CAMERA INSPECTIONS

G.J. WIGG PLUMBING SPECIALISTS PTY LTD

GRAEME WIGG
SELF CERTIFYING PLUMBER & DRAINER

ALL HOURS

Fax: 8947 0687

1/4 Roni Court, Winnellie

BTOCKED DRAINS
AGAIN!

TREE ROOT
PROBTEMS!

"SeeSnake" - ll videoe lhe
condilion o{ gour sewer, pipes

and drains and enables us
lo locate and repair lhe

pipes prolessionallg.

PO Box 14, Ni

MASTER
PLUMBER
ASSOCTATTON

MEMBER

-.14 Australia's Leading
(HS/A HealthAssessment

l-1/ and Advisory
. servlce

. Health Assessmenfs

. Occupational Health
and Safety Services

. Worker's Compensation
Services

. Travel Health Services

. Consultancy Services
These services are provided by a

Public Health physician and an
Occupational Health Nurse with

additional specialist back-up
if neccessary.

GPO Box 9821
Darwin, NT 0801

Ph: (08) 8981 7492
1st Floor Cavenagh Centre

43 Cavenagh Street
Darwin, NT 0800
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HIDDEN TREASURES
iust woiting to be discovered!
The Northern Territory is home to some of noture's
most exquisite gems ond minerols including gold,
ogote, quortz, omethyst, gornet, zircon ond pyrite.

Why not discover the undiscovered whilst visiting

some of the Territory's most scenic sites? All you
need is o Fossicker's Permit, informotion on the besl
digging spots ond o good sense of odventurel

For fossicking detoils tqlk to the Alice Springs office on

(o8) ses t s6s8
or cqll into

Minerols House, 58 Hortley Street, Alice Springs

ffi Northern Territory Govemment

Department of Mines and Energy "':i";tii:J'.:,;[n:'*



There had been some organisation
from Darwin with additional stores
to be airlifted by a Hercules and ICO
Plahn was due that night. In the end
our stores were not delivered and
ICO Plahn was delayed approximate-
ly four hours however he finally
arrived late Monday night.

o2ooHRs (APPROXTMATELY) -
TUESDAY 27TH JANUARY

Katherine had been declared a state

of emergency with the Katherine
River breaking its banks at the
Hospital and other local areas. The
main street was about one metre
under water. By 0600 hrs Katherine
was officially declared a state ofdisas-
ter. Still our role was quiet only a

supporting role at the Police
Headquarters and First Aid Posts at
Evacuation Centres. ICO Plahn gave
R-IVI Garraway a well deserved rest.
Additional resources were being
deployed and would be with us
approximately Wednesday. The
water was still rising and was report-
ed at 20 metres. I was at HQ when
RM Garraway asked me to assist
someone at an isolated house. It was
reported a teenager had been cut on
the foot, had lost a fair amount of
blood and was going into shock. I
rendezvoused with the Lloyd's
Reserve Helicopter who took me out
to the properry. The teenager's cut
was covered and haemorrhage was
controlled. I advised we should move
t}re teenager out to Tindal immedi-
ately as I did not want to waste any
time because the helicopter still had a

number of tasls waiting.
Returning to Katherine, from

Tindal, we had to divert our flight to
rescue two people stranded on their
roof. We winched them into the heli-
copter and proceeded to Katherine.

The Stuart Highway right outside
the Police HQ was now a helipad

catering for about four helicopters.
The rest of the day was somewhat
routine with more evacuations from
the Evacuation Centres. During the
night Paramedic Hunter arrived
from Darwin but was stuck out at
Tindal for quite a while.

WEDNESDAY 28TH JANUARY
The water level had reached 2 I
metres and the town of Katherine
was well under water. In some areas

elevated houses were under water up
to their balconies. The next problem
was the evacuation of outside com-
munities such as Beswick with a pop-
ulation of about 500 people. If it
weren't for the assistance of the
RAAI Katherine would surely have
been in a far worse state. I heard
someone saying thanks to an RAAF
person and he replied "hey its our
town too!"

Around lunch time the Alice
Springs Support arrived with two
Troop Carriers, one two-berth Land
Cruiser, one bus, one workshop ute
and their Emergency Support trailer.
Officers on hand were Bellman,
Sellick, Savill, Scaife and
Hollingworth along with Alice
Springs Fleet Supervisor Kyron
Wright and Sales Representative
Noel Thlbot. This gave an opportu-
nity for all personnel at the
Evacuation Centres to have a break.
We all started getting prefty fi:ustrat-
ed at having steak sandwiches for
breakfast, lunch and dinner and ttre
fact that some members could not
see their own homes. It seemed that
every service available had converged
on Katherine Police HQ. Katherine
East, which had not been affected by
the floods, was catering for all the
population of Katherine. Everytling
was very crowded.

THURSDAY 29TH JANUARY
Morale was still quite good but frus-

Ft00Ds

tration was evident over the crowd-
ing of Police HQ. The sooner we got
out ofthere the better.

FRIDAY 3OTH JANUARY
The swollen Katherine River retreat-
ed to within the banks but a large
expanse ofwater continued to cut off
the dry ground at Katherine East
from the flood affected central busi-
ness district. Police allowed 4WD
access for people to return to their
homes to assess the damage. Our
Ambulance Centre was under water
up to desk height saving damage to
computers and other electrical equip-
ment. We had assistance from NTES
who cleaned out furniture and mud
from the Centre. The Arnbulance
Bay became our new living quarters.
Further assistance from Darwin was
due to arrive on Saturday. We spent
most of Friday cleaning out the
Centre.

SATURDAY 31ST JANUARY
Officers' Blake and Richardson
arrived from Darwin with generators
and food. Our main problem now
was infection control at some of the
Evacuation Centres due to no water
and power supply. RNs were organ-
ised to take over our role at the
Centres.

As things started to slow down all
we could do was wait for the water
and power supply to return and
insurance assessors to arrive. There
did not seem to be any major hitches
during this time and everybody
worked well together.

Work is still going on there to
this day. The experience was unfor-
gettable and even though the
Emergenry Medical Service did not
play a major role we assisted the
NTES and Police personnel.

'Anonlunous Contributor'
A personal account

Proudly supporting

ST JOHN AMBULANCE

g@x.x.@E@x.Etr
PKN.K

Trfltrx.Ft
ANd CARAVAN PARK

* Rooms * Camping -$::;"t:acks x Cold Beer * Ice

Call in and say hi to Rob or Lynn on the Arnhent Highway

- 57 kmfrom Stuart Highway

e1
Master Painter &

)e Complete Home Decorating Service
* Wallpapering Specialists

* Minor Alterations & Repairs
25 Radford Rd,

Howard Springs NT 0835
(off 25km Stuart Highway)

CPO Box 4094, Darwin NT 0801

Mobile: 018 894 209
Phone/Fax (08) 8983 ll49

tenick
Decorator
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Kindly in Support of St John Ambulsnce NT from

HEA\IY EQUIPMENT PIANT HIRE
o Front End Loaders . Graders and Ancillary Equipment

MELVILLE BAY ROAD, WALLABY BEACH
GOVE, NT 0881

Phone: NHULUNBLJY

(o8) 8987 2233
Facsimile: (O8) 8987 2632

WARAKURNI\
ROADHOUSE

Gunbarrel Highway, WA

* Air Conditioned Rooms * Bunk House Accommodation * Fuel & Repairs

* Takeaway Shop * Caravan & Camping * BBQ & Bus Facilities * Local Arcifacts

IKfuI FROM GILES VTEATHER STATION
PMB 62 Via Alice Springs

Phoneffix: 8956 7344

ffi Thanksto , T' sr John's
"Doing a great job in the Outback"

HfinnstHufins
THE FAMITY REAt ESTATE COMPANY

- 9 Keith Lone, Fonnie Boy, NT 0820
fl '' ll

llr, Ph: (081 8941 8989 Fox: (081 8941 3958 
'rlllLll-L -ilulHF= Lrce^sed Reo Ero e Busiress Agen's & A-clioreeru A C \. 058 095 9 7 -45

NOW OPEN
Located conveniently at Coolalinga Shopping Village

Darwin, NT 0835

THE GUIISMTTH SHOP

For all Repairs . Books. Ammunition
. Accessories . Nostalgic Metal Signs for

Your Room, Games Room or Den

SAFES ALSO AVAILABLE

Phone/Fax: (O8l 8983 3166
Open 9am to 6pm Monday to Friday

CONCEFT
EMBROIDERY
. Clubs . Schools
o Business . Corporate Logos
. Industry . Caps
. Badges . Monograms
. Uniforms . T-Shirts

a972 3144
Faxz 8972 3453

64 Crawford St, Katherine

Darwin lPAlP.ltY HlllPlE
,k Marquees ,t Chairs -'r Trestles ,k Dance Floors -t Lighting -'r Glassware -t Urns

-'< Cutlery -'< Crockery -t Party Wares -'r Tarpaulins :'< Mobile Cool Rooms
'-t Barbecues -Y Gas Spits ,Y Bain-Maries -t Eskies -'r Round Tables (Seat 10)

,@ r*';ffi fi;;HI''rrr"j'' nir, ffi
Corner Berrimah & Pruen Roads, Berrimah, NT 0828 (Opp. Kormilda College)

PO Box 37332, Winnellie, NT 0821

nED n0lD cARAVANS 6i"ffidrY'#.!"''""'"
* Top quality repairs to all rnakes and models * Great range of spare parts and accessot'ies

* Insurance and warranty work welcome * Air Conditionin-e Supplied & Fined

* Large undercover workshop * Electric brake and suspension specialists

*[h*"",*'Ph: 8984 4663
Fax: 8984 4969

54 Albatross Street
Winnellie. Darwin
PO Box -38620- Winnellie 0821

AUTHORISED SERVICE AGENT FOR:

'o*-_4h =rv-abtrayeo ci@E flC.fHND
l1'rtrblo lrrsh \l rter'll)ilols
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NEWS AND UIEWS

efficiendy with each other. No more
do we have to rely on air-bags for
memos and information - all corn-
munication now takes place electron-
ically, faster thar-r a speeding bullet,
perhaps not as fast as Supeman but a

in an Officer Mess Function held at
the Plaza Hotel. Commissioner
Baddeley was the guest speaker and
invited guests included our Deputy
Prior His Flonour the Administrator
Dr Neil Conn and Patron Mrs
Lesley Conn. An enjoyable evening
was had by all.

Sue Franks,
Administration Officer

l
Lto R Stepben Badd.eley (Contmissioner), Deputy Prior Dr Neil Conn,

Steae Peers (Assist Commissioner) and Rod Hocking (DStrtI)

Operatl ons Branch
It has finally happened. On Morch

Operotions Branch, and oll divisions now

hese wonderful machines
have modems, and Super-
intendents and Divisional
Officers are now able to com-
municate very effectively and

drastic improvement on the previous
method.

Looking to tlle future and words
such as 'paperless office' come to
mind, though in reality this would be
an impossibility, electronic mail cer-
tainly will assist ir.r reducing the
amount of paper required to keep all
members up to date.

In conjunction witl the issuing of
computers, the weekend culminated

14, 1998, technology caught up with
hove computers.

L to R Lenaire Brown (Katberine), Colleen Graae (A/Springs Ad.ults),
Sand.ra Schm.idt (A/S Cadet), Patron Mrs Lesley Conn,

Mrs Gael Morris

Mt's Di Munro and Miss Pat McQuillen Mr Ricbard Morris (Chairman of Council), Mrs Daun Bat,
Mr Jobn Bnt
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Clyde Fenton's Aircrofi

3km FROM POST OFFICE

PH01{E: (08) 8972 3945

October to March
Monday-Friday: 1 Oam-1 pm

March to October
Monday to Friday: 10am-4pm

Sundays: 2pm-Spm

LncuFrELD
PHvSToTHERAPY

Crnrc
Guus von Gerhardt, M.A.P.A.

General Physiotherapy
Work & Sport Related

Injuries

M o nday, We dne s day, F riday
1.00pm - 5.30pm

Tuesday and Thursday
12 noon - 4.00pm

Phone:

8983 t8t2
Shop 4, Stavris Complex

Coolalinga, Howard Springs

FAX: 8932 3829

M & J WELDING
& ENGINEERING

McKinnon Road, Berrimah

Merlin Arnusements Pty Ltd

YOUE ONE
sroD sllop

roe
.1. Amusement Machines

:l::;;;il ffi
* Yending Machines

B9Br 2599
Fax: B9Bl 2899

Mobile: O4Il 473 364

Unit 12, Charlton Crt, Stuart Park

K.E. ONG
A ASSOCIATES PTY LTD

Ean Ong'Michael Rees
Karen Fisher

Shop 10, Malak Shopping Centre
Chambers Crescent, Malak, NT 0812

Phoner 8945 I005 fl:'#:;';;;;"""'

LASER DENTISTRY
State of the art .. .

. Adhesive

. Bleaching

. Dentures

. Family and Proactive
Dentistry

. Cosmetic and Functional
Rehabilitation

. lmplants

. Crown and Bridge

. TMD Headache

od,ated?oe
VEHICLE TRANSPORT

REGULAR SERVICES FROM DARWIN TO
EAST COAST OF AUSTRALIA

AND RETURN

898 I 08 87, ., Bf,qy,!$.-;

Estoblished
I 968Arr

Vrnrcus
lNsunro

Support the Australian Red Cross

77/a6rr4? ile d4/4ner4&

Best rYishes to St John Ambulance Members and
Families fom the Management and Staffof the

MURRINPAIHA
MIMMIPASTORE

Port Keats, NT 0822

Telephone (08) 5978 2350
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NEWS AND UIEWS

Adnt ittistt'ator

>.
Contnt issiotter

Ritlnrd Morris,
l4rs Leslel, Cotttt

\

J

\a\c\

)

,f>-
Stcphen lhdtlele.y prcsetrting Rebcctt Ttnks u'itb her

Lener of Cotttrtt c ndtti o tt
Conunissiottcr Stcpbcn Bnrklclc.y pre sctttitrg .ltlrs Ifutil.1' Lnngtlott u'itb

bu'Hononu'.1, llunirers bodge . linntlf is tbt Jirst ttt t'cccirc this nu'rrrd itt
tltc Tcrt'itot'Y

llootte.1, zt'itb bis Cadct
of tbc l'urr Au'nrul

l)r N Cotut, ilIrs Gtcl Morris, Mr M,^ Pft Lcrtrtttcns, Dr Littncl Cn)tttptol,, 14r RogcrIlillen

Nlicbe tlc O'Dea (T/Crcck),\utic Roggio QJbtlunbul, ilIr Ne il ilItrrrt'o'
Miss Rachcl Grecttrcc and Mr lVt.yne Gihhotts

Conrutissiottcr Stcpben Buldelc.1' prcsettting Be n

[)f\ :.;rs!)n l.)oS. OUTBACKAMBULANCE E



I

NEWS ANII UIEWS

Offlcer Tralning Col lege

he 1998 year brought with it
the final year for delivery of
the Certificate of Ambulance
Studies (Certificate level 3)
and the Associate Diploma of

Applied Science (Emergency Care)
and the first year of the Advanced
Diploma of Health Science (Am-
bulance Pre-Hospital Care) and the
Ambulance Studies taining Pro-
gram. The Associate Diploma level
course was removed from the Aus-
ualian Qualification Framework, so

we were required to re-accredit at
Diploma level or above. The Advan-
ced Diploma AQF Level 6 gives the
recipient two years advanced standing
at Australian Universities as against
one year for a Diploma AQF 5.

The Ambulance Studies Program
replaces the Certificate Level 3 with
a course of similar course content. It
has not been awarded an AQF level
because it has subjects from AQF 4
(Certificate Level 4) and AQF 5

(Diploma) Levels and thus does not
fit in any one level. On successful
completion of the program a student
will be awarded a certificate which
indicate such completion and this
will afford the srudent exemptions
andlor recognition of prior learning
credit for St John Ambulance
Australia (NT) Inc. courses and
other such courses provided by other
Ambulance Services in Australia.
Students will be able to transfer from
this program into the Advanced

Diploma in Health Science
(Ambulance Pre-Hospital Care).

This year a number of staff have

co-ordinated courses at the AOTC,
and this has uncovered a lot of hid-
den talent. I would like to express my
thanks and congratulations for a job
well done to the following course
coordinators, Chris Tyrell, and Ben
Minchin; Clinical Studies One,
Robert Tiemethick and Shane
Christopher; Driving and Matthew
Davis Rescue and Disaster
Management. Also I would like to
thank all the staff, other lecturers and

patients who assisted in the run-
ning ofthose courses.

Martin Kelly

\Z GOMEX.N DRILLING
18OO CFM AT 9OO PSI

REVERSE CIRCULATION
WET AND DRY

SAMPLE SPLITTING
DUST SUPPRESSION

CYCLONE
9OO PSI BOOSTER

ON.SITE
MINE DEWATERING

BORES
GRADE CONTROL DRILLING

Fax (08) 8971 0035 Fax (08) 9455 1114
2881 Florina Road Katherine
PO Box 746 Kalherine 0850

@ ourancx AMBuLANGE, Dry Season re98

Gove Miline

Rnmrns, CotnrEnsIoNS, FmnncuqsslNc
INsoARn-OurnoARu, PnrnoL-DTESEL

GLOBAT ENGINES

SpiralFower

MAGNUM JETDRTVES

OPTIMA BATTERIES
148 Durack Close, Goue, NT 0880

PO Box 195, Nhulubuy, NT 0881

Phone: (08) 8987 3000
Fax (08) 8987 3303



NEW$ ANII UIEW$

The Changlng Face of St john

Ambulance Austral la(NT) | nc,

Those who have been members of St /ohn Australia NT for a long time, may be

thinking we hove come full circle in the woy the organisation is structured. You

may be right!

I #*,:l'tTJJ:Tii fifr']i;
I dyna.ic, developing organisa-
I tion, that is not afraid to change
I *nara necessary. r\elrner are we
afraid to explore previously uncharted
territory in an effort to continue our
growth and development. While the
inclusion of both Off Shore and
Mining contracts has significantly
raised our profile in a new arena, they
have also increased the workload on
the Regional Managers, making
review and resu:rrcture necessary.

CHANGES
On March 1st 1998 the
Katherine/Barkly Region was abol-
ished, and the Northern Territory
was divided into Northern and
Southern Regions. The Northern
Region now includes Darwin,
Katherine and Nhulunbuy, and
extends South to about Dunmurra.

The Southern Region now includes
Nice Springs, Tennant Creek, and
extends North to about Dunmurra.

Jb assist in the running of the two
regions, several new appointments
have been made.
Deputy Regional Manager
Northern Region tevor Sellick
Deputy Regional Manager
Southern Region Craig Garraway
Officer in Charge
Katherine
Officer in Charge
Tennant Creek

will no doubt involve minor changes
along the way, but at this stage
appears to be working very well.

The appointment of Officers in
Charge in the smaller centres allows
for smoother operations and decreas-
es the need for the Regional
Manager to spend large amounts of
time in these centres. It is anticipated
that regular visits will be made, but
the day to day running of the centre
will be the responsibility of the OIC.

I believe the recent changes will
have a positive effect on the organi-
sation as a whole. They also increase
the possibility of career advancement
and provide new opportunities for
ambulance officers from all areas of
the Northern Territory. I am looking
forward to the on-going irnpact that
will occur as a result of our most
recent restructure.
tevor Sellick

Kevin Blake

Brad Gough
Officer ir-r Charge Nhulunbuy
(continuing) MathewNish
The appointments of the Deputy
Regional Managers gives the Region-
al Managers the time required to
manage their regions rnore efficiendy,
while the Deputies look after the day
to day running of the Ambulance
Service. How this works in practice

STOP THE EXOTIG FRUIT FLY
Are you driving past the checkpoints on the Arnhem or Stuart Highways,
or catching a bus or plane out of Darwin and taking fruit and vegies with you?

MAKE SURE YOU HAVE A CLEARANCE DECLARATION
from an approved supermarket or fruit and vegetable retailer. Just ask
at the checkout where you buy your produce.
Have your declaration and attached receipt available when you move
through the Road Checkpoints or at the Airport.

Uncertified fruit and vegetables will be confiscated and destroyed.
Any Questions or Problems?

The EXOTIC FRUIT FLY HOTLINE - laOo ()6(l s4s

lnterstate Visitors
Your co-operation is VITAL

All baggage carried by those
travelling interstate or within
the NT by bus or aircraft is
inspected lor fruit and
vegetables. Please ensure
you have the declaration
with you or your fruit and
vegies will be contiscated.

Dry Season 1998, OUTBACK AMBULANCE E
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H Extensive Range of Quality Palms H

B and Shrubt p

- Short or Long Term Hire

- Free Delivery - Serviced Weekly

l2- l3 Achelnar Court. Woodlof'1e. NT 0830

Phone: 8932 3137
Fax: 8932 3065 Mobile:0419 844169

Oct,sis Palnr Hire ... pronnting u healtlier workploce

S U LTA

Bunonuc Collsur,rnxcy
C o vttvtuirnrY PLANNING

Pnopcr MnuncnnnExr

3TMcMinnSt,Darwin 89814lll
Fax:8981 1761

N
coN

G
NTS

ALICE SPRINCS
Supplying throughoat
the Northern Territory

. Industrial Clothing

. Ladies Co-ordinated Uniforms

. Safety Foorwear

:;,.;":::-;."-.@
C lo th ing supp lie d c omp le te
witlt your logo if required

Kindly in Support of
St John Ambulsnce Members

from

Tjuwanpa
Outstation

Resource Centre
Aboriginal Inc.

Welcome to all Trqaellers

Fuel, Cold Drinks
Information, Telephone
Spare Parts and Repairs

Aboriginal Artefacts
Herrnannsburg, NT OE72
Phone: @al 8956 740'4

Fax: (O8) a9r6 7199
PMB I33

Alice Springs, NT 0872

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Leg Vein Removal

I Laser Resurfacing
for Fine Lines and Wrinkles
I Collagen Replacement

Therapy
I Laser Treatment for Facial

Blemishes - Including
Sun Spots and Capillaries

i Chemical Peels

I Frown Line Treafment

I Gortex Lip Enhancement

I Permanent Make-Up

COSMETIC &
MEDICAL ASSOCIATES

VEIN CLINICS OF AUSTRALIA
Suite 9, Tiwi Medical Centre

Rocklands Drive, Tiwi

Ph: 8927 9188

Kti+irrrNc *tt'*?
. 

SERvTGES 'ts8il*Ti.

BovBrL srBEEr, KATHERTNE, Nr0850 892 I OZ lZ

O Mechanical Engineering
O Comprehensive Machine

Shop

O Specialised in
O Machine Manufacture
O Machine Repairs

\,
Murray Pest Control
"No wofties with the team from Murray's"

Ena ironm ent ally Re sp onsibl e

GUARANTEED TREATME]IITS
\,

\, oJ[ryJ[.,, i,:'o?; ll1t1l,,,,
-\7- Beruima6 Fax: 8948 0266lzM
17 "-.,;g;z:%". I"":""' 33l:l?'*'\r@
\7 ALICE$PRI]\Io$ se53 to2e

Pest Control

Proud to Support St John Ambulance Members and Farnilies

frllcn@AN Rcno WnuDrN@
DANWIN E AtI SUNNOUilDINC AREAg

r Structurol Steel Work . Generol Fobricotion e On-Site Welding
. Cyclone Rods . U Bolts - Cleots . Brockets o Bolustrodes

TELEPHONE: lOSl A932 7828
6 Deviney Rood, Berrimoh PO Box 40354, Cosuorino, NT 0Bl 1

@ ourancx AMBULAN0E, DrV Season r9e8
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Rural ITAB

Back row, L-R: Jan. Rowell, Jo Vidlet; Mabs Con'ittje, Fiona Wrigbt, Robert Speh's, Thn-ya Grffiths
Front rou, L-R: Maut'een Couhbard, Knt"en Brosnan, Sberi Fogarly, Mcg Maclean, Royelcne Hill

Robert Speirs from the Rurdl ITAB discussed with the Training Manager, Brendan

Quirke, the need for people in remote oreos to have occess to basic first oid

courses, ond the need to keep costs to a minimum.

s a result of tl-rese discussions,
the Tiaining Departn.rent has

been involvecl in a joint ven-
ture rvith Rur:rl IT.\B in
trainir-rg a group of u'omen

lrom rernote 21reas in tl-re Northem
Territorv to teach Accident Actior-r

courses or.r behalf of St John
Ambulance Australia (r\T) Inc.

St John Instructors Jan Ror.r.ell
and Thnya Griffiths cor.rducted a

d-rree day Senior First Aid course :rnd
a fir.e dav Instructional Tecl-rniques
course to prepare the group for their

accreditatior-r as Accident action
Instructors.

Tanya Griffiths
Education and Training Resource

Officer

Dry scason lee8. OUTBACKnmAUUnCf @
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NEW$ ANII UIEWS

A Duty atthe Royal Easter

Shor^r In Sydneyr held at

the newOlymplc slte
Recently I was invited to ottend o public duty ot the Royol Eoster Show in Sydney,

t John Ambulance provided
First Aid Services at this
event which is the biggest
event in the Southern Hemi-
sphere and was held at the

new Olynnpic Site at Homebush Bay.

Local NSW Members had to
make sure they got to know the area

well as this was a new venue for t]le
show after 25 years and this was
achieved by an orientation weekend
for members.

This event was the first trial for
the Olympic Games and St John
Ambulance was scrutinised by the
Olympic Movement to see if they
could provide the required services
over the 16 day period. The consen-
sus was a good overall coverage of
the event. It was also a good opportu-
nity to test dre new facilities and the
response services which were also
provided outside the showground
areas under the control of the
Olympic Coordination Authority
including the railway station.

I was able to observe the
Command Post in operation which
ran extremely well with radio com-
munications located there alongside
with the NSW Ambulance Service.
First Aid posts were manned by staff
allocated from this area and also a

tansport Vehicle was available to
transfer casualties fiom their location
to the ACMC (Advanced Casualty
Management Centre). This vehicle
was similar to a motorised golf buggy
with a stretcher onboard. I had the
pleasure of working with Colin on
this vehicle throughout the duty and
found it to be a great asset especially
when trying to move though crowds
to artend or render assistance in case

of emergencies, being a smaller vehi-
cle it was better than trying to move
an ambulance around the show
grounds, with two seats on the back,
it was also great to assist the elderly
in transporting them to their bus stop
when they were too tired to return.

Up to 50 members worked each
shift with the show run-
ning daily from 0900-
2130hrs each day for 16
days with as many as up to
20 thousand people an
hour entering the show-
grounds. Members were
located at five first aid
posts throughout the
Olympic site with mem-
bers doing regular foot
patrols around their areas.

A doctor and nursing
staff were on duty at
the Advanced Casualty
Management Centre, this
centre was set up with beds
and treatment areas with

an ambulance located outside. Also
other numerous events were being
conducted throughout the site i.e.
Bull Riding, Fireworks displays,
Woodchopping etc and teams were
dispatched to these events when
needed.

I was unable to get to see much of
the actual show in progress as we were

extremely busy throughout the night
attending to casualties. Many people
were treated for minor cuts, blisters
etc to major incidents of being trap-
ped under tractors and rides to med-
ical conditions such as heart attacks,
diabetes and unconscious casualties.
During the 16 days hundreds ofcasu-
alties were treated by St John
Members including sir young children
who had fallen between the station
and the train, luckily their were no
major injuries to tlese children.

I found this to be so different to
the kind of public duties that we do
in the Northern Territory especially
being on such a grand scale, but I am
sure St John Ambulance will be able
to cope with the Olympic Games
when they arrive especially with the
professional and well trained adults
and cadets from NSW that I had the
pleasure of working with during my
tour of duty there. I am looking for-
ward with great enthusiasm to
attending the Olympic Games in the
year 2000 at Homebush Bay and
working with these people again.

I would like to finish by giving a

big thank you to Philip Chan for
inviting me and all the other mem-
bers who made me feel so welcome
and were so helpful whilst I was a

gxest at Homebush Bay.

Di Munro, Darwin Cadet Division

@ OUfenCx AMBULANCE, Dr1'season 1998
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IT S SENSE
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By choosing NT Made products over interstate and ove rseas alteruatives, you'11

help to expand business, create job opportunities and ultimately increase the
standard of living for all 'l-erritorians.

A decision you make will ensurc your dollar stays in the Territory Rl
For rnore infomratiorr, contact the Department of Asian Relations, U/

'frade and Industry - 8999 7976. t
Department of Asian Relations,

fiAGaGa""ry

AFMEX
AFmeco MTNTNG

AND
EXpt oRATroN Pw LTD

ACN 009 758 481

Proudly Supporting
St John (NT)

I 833 Coonoworro Rood

Winnellie, NT 0820

Phone: (O8) 8984 3327
Fox: (O8) 8984 4351

-a\AD\L- COGEMA GROUP

Nabalco's operation on the tropical, picturesque Gove
Peninsula may be 3,200kms from Sydney and 650kms
from Darwin ... but it hasn't stopped development of a
bauxite mine and alumina refinery, both of which are

highly efficient by world standards.

Matthew Flinders first noted the rich red mineral
deposits when he visited the area in 1803, although it
wasn't until 1965 that the full extent of the vast
bauxite reserves were discovered. Today the purpose
built town of Nhulunbuy offers modern conveniences

to a mining community that produces over 6 million
tonnes of bauxite and 1.7 million tonnes of alumina
per year. (Somehow they still find enough energy to
use the sports centres, swimming pool, community
club and many recreational spots).

Against dramatic odds (and without the help of road or
rail links), Nabalco has made Nhulunbuy successful
and a pleasant place in which to live. You'd have to go

a long way to find better.

NABATCO PTY TIMITED

L?"tfffiNT088' V
Ph:(081 8987 52ll ffi
Fqx (08) 8987 5360
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The Natural Gas Pipeline transports gas from the Amadeus
Basin in Central Australia to provide fuel for most of the
Territoryts power stations.

Damage to the buried pipeline could not only intemrpt that vital
energy supply but could cause severe injury, so please take care

when working near the gas pipeline.

For you own Safety do...
. contact NT Gas when planning work

on or near the pipeline

. get approvalfrom NT Gas before
working near the pipeline

. notify NT Gas if you see others
working near the pipeline

. ask NT Gas for any information or
assistance regarding the pipeline

. inform NT Gas of any damages, or
erosion which you observe

and don't...
o cross pipelines with heavy loads

. blast within 50 metres

. excavate, dig holes or erect fences

. sink wells or bore holes

. don't erect structures on the easemenl

CONTACT NT GAS PRIOR TO CARRYING OUT ANY WORK
NEAR THE GAS PIPELINE

Phone: (08) 8935 l6Ll Fax: (08) 8932 1663

BAN BAN SPRINGS

NEWCASTLE WATERS

ELLIOTT

r GaPipelne_ Road

I OpenliomlBae

j GashliverySbtion

ALICE SPRINGS

.20O kfir.
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